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ith 156 horsepower, the 24-valve V6 
Lexus ES 250 can hold its own 


against most other sports sedans. But 


~a 


what makes the ES 250 a truly potent force is 


i 5 4 MIRROR > 
the host of power features pictured at right 


The New Lexus ES 250) 
May Be The Most Powerful 
Sports Sedan Ever Built. 


And beca 


WINDOW 
LOCK 


¢ many of these features 


are standard, the ES 250 is an automobile 
whose value may be its strongest asset. 
Power: lis what separates the ordinary 


from the extraordinary 


And its one more thing that 
makes the Lexus 


ES 251 


0 not just a sports sedan. But the 


luxury sedan of sports sedans. 
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PARTMENTS 


Roadshow 


SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Cigarette 
Smoke Contains Carbon Monoxide. 


«We decided that a track test o 
complement Ms. Ferrero 


AUN 


The first time I saw а Consu 
lier GTP, I thought it was just 
sometube-framekitcaron which 
someone had lavished plenty of 
money for prep and paintwork. 
The finish detail was really high, 
but its styling was in the same 
league with the Myer’s Manx 
dune buggy. Some surfaces were 
nice, but the shape didn't look 
like the product of a major stu- 
dio. It was truly unattractive 
Only later did 1 discover that 
despite its looks and Chrysler 
driveline, the Consulier is a tech- 
nically advanced and well-engi- 
neered sports car. It has a full 
composite monocoque, for 
Christ's sake. 

The Consulier GTP may not 
have the prettiest face in the 
world, but Rich Taylor, who 
seems only to work so he can 
afford to play with racecars, says 
itisa fine piece of equipment. He 
drove one at the Nelson Ledge's 
24-Hour showroom stock event 
and found it a responsive race 
car. On the street, it really im- 
pressed. Like me, Rich thought it 
жазап eyesore. Which is why he 
asked if an SCl-sponsored rede- 
sign contest for the Consulier 
‘could be arranged. The boss in 
‘Chicago gavehisokay fora$i,000 
prize, and Consulier Industries 
matched it. 

„Ош little contest is fairly 
simple If you think you can de- 
Signa car body — or event you 


|f Ferrari's finest would nicely 


эе story on the Diablo and Countach" 


workata styling studio and need 
the extra bucks — then get your 
ink pens and scratch out front, 
side, rear, and plan view render 
ings. Pack ‘em up and send them 
to SCI. We'll gather together all 
the art work and have a look 
Rich and I will be involved in the 
judging (hey, it was his idea and 
1 went along with it). Warren 
Mosler at Consulier will have a 
say,along with hisengineers and 
probably the entire Consulier 
staff. And if he completes his 
design project fora world renown 
sports car maker in time and gets 
himself back home, our Design 
Editor Freeman Thomas will take 
part. Of course, the Fed Ex lady 
with the great legs and anyone 
else who strays in might express 
an opinion worthy of considera- 
tion. Afterawinnerisnamed and 
the prize money is sent out, the 
rest is up to Consulier Industries 
and you. If they choose to follow 
through, we'll bethe first toshow 
the resulting car. 


This month's issue also sees 
the first appearance of our new 
Italian correspondent, Graziella 
Diana Ferrero. Photographer Art 
Webb spotted her at a vintage 
event in Italy some time ago and 
pocketed her address and num- 
ber. Hertastesrunto Lanciasand. 
Ferraris, and anything with a 
Zagato body. 

For her first story, Diana cov- 
ersthenew andoldofSant Agata: 


MK 


the 25th Anniversary Countach 
and the new Diablo. Former 
world rally champ and Lambor- 
ghini PR man Sandro Munari 
brought the cars together for us 
and then gave a few high-speed 
driving lessons. 

Ms. Ferrero's articles will be 
appearing regularly; her presence 
in Italy opens up great possi 
ties. Next month, if all goes to 


plan, you'll see her profile of 
Lorenzo Bandini in our blackand 
white gallery of heroes. 

‘And at long last, an F40 track 
test, as so many of you have re- 
quested, We decided that a track 
test of Ferrari’s finest would 
nicely complement Ms. Ferrero's 
story on the Diablo and Coun- 
tach. Kevin Blick got this tough 
assignment, mainly because he 
knows Fiorano, having driventhe 
348tb there only a few months 
ago. For me, this test finally puts 
to rest the bad old days of a few 
years ago, when we couldn't put 
together much of a magazine, let 
alone an FAO test. 

And as promised last month, 
this issue sees the debut ofanew 
road test section, “25 and Un- 
der,” run by the infamous Mike 
Knepper. Knepper will drive, 
inspect, and generally flog the 
living daylights out ofan array of 
affordable performance cars 
Overthenext few months, Knep- 
per should have many such cars 
arrive in his driveway 
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il now, high performance radar 
«qui 
d into your car's lighter 


detect 
vd Plug 
ng across your dashboard, And. 


sd a messy power 


n your pocket 
Finally, there is a better way 


No power cord 


Solo is a totally new concept in long: 
range radar detection. All you do is 
dip Solo to your visor or windshield, 
and switch it on. It's that simple. 


Saio coms comple wb al acess ncn 71 
‘Sed mean м ety confirm 1o ну cr bat 
ia coe crying Бы) de an pet. 
er cord. 

lar detector, Solo 
inside 


You'll never need a p 
Unlike any other ra 
has its own power: 


How itworks 
After years of research, our engineers 


(who also designed Escort and 
Passport) developed circuitry fifty 
times more efficient than conven: 
tional detectors. This design provides 
long range radar warning for 200 hours 
‘on a single 9 volt batte 

Ifyou drive one hour a day you 
won't need to replace Solo's battery 
for over six months. (Even if you. 
drive two hours a day, you'll get over 
three months.) 
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WHAT THE EXPERTS SAY 
"No otber detector manufacturer bas 
anything even cse. Soo moves the 
State of the art to a bigber plane: 
КО 
"The most user friendly detector yet. 
ae fel in love at first bep" ey 


No compromise performance 

With Solo, you get long-range radar 
warning with no hassles. And you 
never have to worry about 50105. 
performance. 

‘Solo maintains ай of its radar warming 
capability over its entire battery life. 
Solo is even smart enough to tum 
itself off if you forget. When its finally 
time to replace the batery, Solo will 
tell you five hours in advance. 


Order today and try Solo 
for 30 days at no risk. 


Call toll-free 1-800-543-1608. 
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SOLO 


==) 
5345 козы s3898 ш. фи Сома. 


Sons 


Finally, а radar detector so advanced, 
you'll never be bothered with a power cord 


Self-powered SOLO 


Then just drop in another lithium 
banery for 200 more hours (or use а 
standard alkaline to power Solo for 80 
hours) Solo costs less than three cents 
per hour of use. 


Experience the freedom 
You'll slip your Solo into its leather 
case and carry it in your shirt pocket. 
your саг, just clip Solo to your visor 
ıd switch it on. 
1650 easy, you'll never go without. 
radar protection again. And now a 
special offer lets you try Solo for 30 
days at no risk. 
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We GUARANTEE your satisfaction. 

Solo is available from us only, and. 
comes complete with our Digital Key 
antitheft system, all mounts and 
accessories, two batteries, and а one 
year limited warranty 

Here's our offer. Try Solo. f for 
reason you re not completely хай, 
just return Solo within 30 days. We'll 
refund all your money and even pay. 
your retum shipping cos. You cant lose. 

Once you try self powered габаг 
protection, nothing else will do. 
‘Order today: 
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CONVERTIBLES 
First, let me congratulate you 
оп a wonderful magazine. The 
writing photography, and article 
selectionareunparalleled in your 
field. From reading SCI, I have 
developed a deep fondness for 
vintage and classic racing cars 
and the men who drove them. 
Hopefully you can define the 
terms used to describe open car 
bodies, Please explain the differ- 
ences between Cabriolets, Con- 
vertibles, Speedsters, and Spy- 
ders. Thanks. Keep up the good 


Scott Bruno 
Plainsboro, NJ 


Cabriolet is the German term 
{for convertible. Spyder, or spider, 

the Italian term for a too seat 
convertible. The term Speedster is 
most readily identified with the 
Porsche 356 Speedster, though 
other cars also carried this designa- 
tion (Auburn, Model T, elc). 
‘Speedsters have cut-down wind- 
screens, side curtains rather than 
roll-up windows, and a top that 
completely detaches from the 
bodywork: Americans tend to сай 
such cars roadsters, as do the Eng- 
lish. By American definition, а 
convertible’s top mechanism 
remains connected to the bodywork 
when down. The English сай such 
a cara drophead coupe. In any lan- 
guage or configuration, they mean 
Open-air driving. 


PROST 
Т always enjoy your profiles 
on racing drivers, sol was happy 
toseeJoeSaward's piece on world 
champion Alain Prost. Afterread- 
ing it, however, I couldn't help 
feeling that all this discussion of 
Prost somehow being an unwor- 
y champion this past season, 
because Senna was faster i iro 

relevant. 
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Wasn't Mansell faster that 
Piquetin 1987? What about Prost 
and Lauda in 1984, Villeneuve 
and Scheckter in 1979, or Peter- 
son and Andretti in 1978? Cham. 
pionships don't always go to the 
swiftest in any form of auto rac- 
ing Neither Al Unser nor Darrell 
Waltrip were the fastest drivers 
in their respective series during 
1985, yet both ended the season 
as champions. Alain Prost de- 
serves the world championship. 
Afterall, according to the rules, 
he earned it 
Allin all, your February issue 
was one of your finest efforts to 
date and I look forward to some 
great reading throughout the 
year. What would 
make it perfect is a 
profile of Bernie Ec- 
clestone’s favorite 
driver, Carlos Pace. 
I've tried for years to 
dig up biographical 
information on this 
Brazilian Grand Prix 
Winner. Whydon'tyou. 
help me out and give. 
your other readers a 
treat in the process. 
Andy Glaess 
Northglenn, CO 


RACING NEWS 

Tjust wanted to let you know 
cct 
zine each month and enjoy it 
immensely. I have noticed some 
negative reader comments con. 
cerning the physical dimensions 
aie magne. Риши dort 
change it. By using the format to 
More advantageously display 
Photographs, you set SCI apart 
rom the mass of other automo- 
tive magazines, 

However, I do have 
of comments. Twould its to e 

sed competition coverage. 

By this 1 mean coverage of the 


different major series (CART, 
IMSA, NASCAR, Group C, Fl, 
etc. that provides timely, insight 
fularticles analyzing not only all 
the races, but the people, facto- 
ries, teams, machines, and poli- 
tics Unfortunately, there isn’tan 
English language magazine that 
really provides the depth I would 
like. On Track is timely, but the 
production quality of the maga- 
Zine is terrible. AutoWeek is brief, 
with mediocre production qual- 
ity and little color. When Rond & 
Track’s coverage is finely pub- 
lished, theraces have passed from 
being newsworthy to ancient 
history. I read a number of the 
British magazines, but they too 
are not great. Autosport is too 
expensive and the majority of the 
photographs are poorly repro- 
duced. Motor Sport probably 
provides the best value for the 
money withlotsofcolorand good 
critical reports; unfortunately, it 
isn’t widely available. 


One last request that will 
probably be а lot easier to fill 
Whenareyou goingtohavebind- 
esavailableto hold my growing 

collection of Sports Car 
flection of Sports Car Interna 
William E. Wagenblatt 
Portland, OR 


Autosport and Motor S 
т Sport 
dre probably your best bets. Spe 
Port News is good also, The only 
‘way to turn around race results 
quickly and economically is 
Producing a magazine with rough 
«е or a tabloid. Monthly 
agazines take too much time to 


produce, which is why RET's 
reports are fossilized by the time 
they reach you. Also, the lack of 
major success enjoyed by racing 
publications in this country means 
that few people would support a 
slick weekly racing т 

Italians and English are crazy for 
racing. Th fore have such 
zines. Unlike you, most 
‘Americans care more about 
roundball sports played by surly 
drug abusers. We provide our 

* Results & Rumors" column asa 
means of following major mo- 
torsports series. Try ESPN for up- 
to-date coverage also 


MUSCLE CARS 
Thavea few questions for you. 
First, in the article entitled “Fly 
Weight” in your February issue, 
youmentiona record called "The 
Supercar." Do you have any in- 
formation on how or where to 
 obtainone? Second, have youever 
considered doing a section on | 
muscle cars? And 
finally, unlike the 
reader who doesn't 
buy your magazine 
because ofits dimen- 
sions, I just got а 
subscription and 1 
think it’s great. Keep 


up the great work! 
Ч Derek Myers 
Issaquah, WA 
e To find the record 
in question, you'll 


have to scrounge 
through automobile 
Paraphernalia shops around the 
world. We don’t know of anyone 
who has a stockpile for sale. Try 
Hemmings Motor News, or the 
Hershey, Pennsylvania auto swap 
meet. As for muscle cars, the | 
‘answer is no. Hot Rod, Car Craft, 
‘and a dozen other magazines do 
fine job of covering these cars. We 
cover high-performance sports cars 


and sports sedans in the Europe 
ae ins in the Europe? 


LETHAL TOY 

RE: Fe 1990 issue of 
Sports Car International, “Lethal 
Toy,” page 30. Otis Chandl 


suggested he may race his 917K 
Porsche at Monterey this year. 
For heaven's sake, man, please 
let your readers know the date of 
the Monterey Vintage Race as 
soon as possible. 

Oh yes, the acceleration num- 
berson the 917K make my mouth 
water. 1 can’t wait to see, hear, 
and absorb all the sights and 
sounds this super racing car must 
surely produce. 

Greg Schellhase 
Chambersburg, PA 


While reading the February 
issue of what you have trans 
formed into an outstanding 
magazine, I was enthralled by 
the photography of the Porsche 
917. 1 would very much like to 
secure any photos I could. Your 
assistance would be greatly ap- 
preciated. Also concerning the 
917, do you know if “LeMans” 
with Steve McQueen is out on 
video yet? 


David McMullen 
McGuire AFB, NJ 


The Monterey Historics take 
place the weekend of August 18-19. 
However, Anglo-American hybrids 
like Allards are apparently the 
featured marques this year. We 
haven't heard that “LeMans” is 
out on videotape. You'll have to 
dub а late-night movie presenta- 
tion to get it. 


RAHAL 

Until last month, 1 was sub- 
scribing to another “automobile” 
magazine. I then purchased a 
copy of SCI. Upon discovering 
the Bobby Rahal column and the 
^n Miniature” section, I imme- 
diately sent my subscription in. I 
have been going to Mid-Ohio for 
14 years and have watched Mr. 
Rahal win in IROC, IMSA, Can- 
‘Am, and CART. Mr. Rahal has 
always been pleasant and cordial 
to his fans and recognizes their 
support. I also started a scale car 
collection that consists of over a 
dozen Countaches and various 
other cars. Your excellent pho- 
tography and user-friendly ar- 
ticles only enhance and reinforce 


"Detroit's failure is not the fault of American-h 
II over the world. And the guys їл Detroit 


ined engineers. Americans work at 
з good as any you'll 


find in Weissach or Tokyo. The problem is with management, and our culture” 


the concourse performance of 
Sports Car International 

Greg Francis 

Rootstown, ОН 


DETROIT 

1 must compliment your out- 
standing editorial content and 
quality. SClisnow my only auto- 
motive monthly, complementing 
AutoWeek and On Track. A com- 
parison of your Miata evaluation. 
tothatofMr. Davis really clinched 
the decision. 

T lament that more American 
achievements don't qualify for 
SCI coverage, but that’s hardly 
your fault. EventheCorvettenow 
has German ABS, shocks, and 
transmission, Australian brakes, 
and Japanese A/C and starter 
My fading dream is that Detroit's 
beancounters will wise up while 
their corporations still have the 
engineering resources to do a 
FordMN34or Dodge Viper;every 
part that gets outsourced erodes 
that capability. 

But more likely the nineties 
will see the Japanese dominate 
even the highest performance 
segment, wresting that lead away 
from Europe. At least I can look 
forward to Sports Car International 
reporting on it objectively. 

Milt Wilcox 
Saratoga, CA 


Detroit's failure is not the fault 
of American-trained engineers. 
American engineers work at 
companies all over the world. And 


the guys in Detroit are as good as 
any you'll find in Weissach or 
Tokyo. The problem is with 
management, and our culture, 
First, we are all so ready to sue a 
manufacturer that we discourage 
people who might invent new in- 
dustries or improvements on 
current products. And the sort of 
people who build, design, and 
create are not held up as heroes any 
more; they are portrayed as dweebs 
ho wear pocket protectors and. 
who cannot get а dale on Saturday 
night. A young, struggling Henry 
Ford couldn't buy a date in the. 
інен, Lawyers, doctors, and 
crazy journalists are needed in any 
civilized society. But they cannot 
be supported unless we as a people 
build something. It seems that only 
foreigners attend MIT these days, 
‘and that does nothing for the US. 
If Red Poling, Lido, and Roger 
Smith would donate a small 
portion of their exorbitant salaries 
and their usually huge corporate 
profits to a trust fund for engineer- 
ing and science students, within а 
decade or so they might have a 
new, strong crop of men and 
women who could carry the US 
industry into the 21st century. If 
not, the old engineers will die off 
and we'll just buy goods from the 
Japanese. Very sad. 


STRATOS 

Thank you for a great year of 
reading and gawking! I'm not a 
‘car magazine fanatic, but I sub- 
scribe to one — yours! Thanks 
again. 

If [may offer a suggestion for 
an article, here goes. Does any- 
опе remember the Lancia Stra- 
tos? I come across hearsay of 
greatness, but not much in print 
1f you're not too busy, my birth- 
day isin July. 

Mark Perekukat 
Metro-Glopolis, VT 


The Stratos was one ofthe most 
successful rally cars of the seven- 
ties. An English company makes a 
replica of the car, but it uses Flat 
mechanicals unavailable in the US. 
КӘТ Exotic Cars featured a brief 
story on the Stratos, but it was by 


Sports Cor 


но means definitive. Well work on 
a story. 


Lotus 
‘After purchasing your maga- 
zine from a local newsstand, I 
was impressed by your coverage 
and excellent photography. En- 
closed is my first year's subscrip- 
tion. I own a 1973 Lotus Europa 
TC, so your feature section on 
older sports cars is very interest- 
ing to me. Perhaps you could do 
a feature on the Europa. I did like 
the articles on the new Elan, fol- 
lowed by the one on the old Elan. 
We Lotusownersarea dedicated 
lot. Keep up the high quality 
photos, good layout, and inter- 
esting articles in your magazine. 
As mentioned by other read- 
ers, [also feel that $8 8 too much 
for back issues. There are several 
I would like to have, but at that 
price I must defer. 
Linze Brockmeyer 
‘St Ignatius, MT 


We featured a Lotus Europa in 
our December 1986 issue, but a 
new story might be needed. We'll 
look into it. 


‘SAID AND DONE 
Thaveenjoyed your magazine, 
especially thestory on the Ferrari 
ЗАВЬ There were about 12 pages 
of story and photographs of the 
ЗАВЬ Then there werethe stories 
of the old and new Lotus Elans. 
Some of my favorite dream cars 
haven't been in SCI. Are you 
going to write about the F40 ina 
future issue? My other favorites 
are the Porsche 959, Jaguar 
XJ-220, Lamborghini Diablo, 
BMW 850i, and maybe the Lam- 
borghiniJalpa. 
Sang S.Cun 


Philadelphia, PA. 


Porsche 959 Speedster, Febru- 
ary 1990. BMW 850i, November 
1989, Lamborghini Diablo, April 
1990, June 1990. Ferrari F40-LM, 
‘March 1990. Ferrari F40, June 
1990. Jaguar XJ-220, not yet in 
production. Lamborghini Jalpa, no 
longer in production, covered in 

March 1988. sa 
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ег for my platform is WE biis) i jds it again: when we p cUl dealing with accidents and inju- flat-bottoms like Formula One. 
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portive of our re- 
quests and most of 
thetracks weraceon 
havemadesubstan- 
tial improvements 
їп recent years. Yet 
We continue to test 
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takeawaymestofthetesingtine money you syn tet theless off There is no way an atone, tioned by CART, would goa ong fying with one car ata time on the high-speed oval that would be 
a some incult, we од meng JOu Spend an aspecified like Scott Pruett’ should have Way toward improving the safey racetrack, but it is noticeable in lunacy. 
Places that have no minimum effe лай 28 3 eu om the way it did after all standards at the tracks we raceon the race in traffic. Race speeds on ее 
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Programs.Someonemightsay th у. аз well as helping solve some T 
Whatever inadequate insurance ightsaythe Forhimtothenspendan = last year. Even so, the cars аге In the season-opener at Phoe- 
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е road to go testing. ery well have died while tery 89089 While making the series have worked. Ihave to agree with mendously. The car worked well, 
While they more exciting and more market somecommentsRickMearsmade the engine was fantastic, and our 
able, then it must happen. that, contrary to some other com- _pitstops were as slick as any I've 
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Without question, has the bet season, it isn't aerodynamics or and steal second place from my 
Safety and medical unit of any the lack of downforce that makes teammate Al Unser, Jr. in traffic 
Tacing series in the world, includ- a guy crash. It’s because some- near the end йы тасе. ene 
ing Formula Oy NASCAR. body keeps his footon the throttle good start to the season and I can 
| maa eey Rahal And to not ra of out корор hardly wait for more. — SCI 
| "ation By Dennis Simon winter testing is a crime. CARTS 


Safety crew and the Horton Medi- 
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Tilustration by Steven Gugerty 
eT uum 

could you expiain 
some of the terms you used in 
that last column?” asked Editor 
Ewing. We were at the Rusty 
Pelican restaurant in Newport 
Beach to discuss how much 
money l'getforputtingupvith 
him every month. Considering. 
theshort, tropical-printskirtsthe 
waitresses wear at the Pelican, 1 
wasn't sure I could keep Ew- 
ing's feeble mind on the subject. 
I'm not sure how he finds his 
way to the office each morning, 
letalonemanagestorunthe place 
once he's there. 

“Tike, whats an azimuth? 
And what does piezoelectric 
mean? What does awhizzer do? 
And whats a baffle?” Editor 
Ewing seemed doubtful as we 
looked atour menus. When our 
‘Amazon waitress walked up, 1 
knew keeping his attention 
would be dieu 

meofthejargonis weird,” 
Lagreed, after Trie, spent five 
minutes engaged in sophomoric 
ud мь 2 Amazon. “But 
dun like whizzer 
Кышы cum. a 

“Okay,” Ewing said as his 
yes followed а red headed 

'usinesswoman walking 
table, “Wasa ыш 

“A small extrusion 
shaped cea cone” Текей. 
“Ts in the center of a driver, 
and...” A 

"The driver is the part of a 
сес 
forth to make sound?” 

“Yes,” 1 said. “The whizzer 
goes in the center of the driver, 
Over the dustcap." i 

^God, redheads are great, 


huh? So anyway what do whi 
zers do?" ru 


know you're a car 


‘Well they actually do whiz,” 
1 explained. “Not in the liquid 
sense, butin the gaseous, acous- 
tic sense. They make high-re- 
quency sounds because they are 
small, while the larger drivers 
they are mounted in make ower 
sounds. Smaller things make 
higher sounds — faster vibra- 
tions. Big things make lower 
sounds — slow vibrations. Its 
like this, A itle VW or Alfa four 
banger willsound higher than a 
big, booming V8.” 

“But why would someone 
buy a speaker with a whizzer to 
make highs instead of buying a 
separatetweetertomakehighs?” 

“Because a mid-range 
speaker with a whizzer is 
cheaper than a separate mid- 
range and tweeter. You save all 
the extra parts and wiring and 
crossover networks,” 1 ex- 
plained. “The whizzer isa short- 
cut that helps you get better 
high-frequency performance 
from what would otherwise be 
only a mid-range driver. Also, 

youmay nothavespace for both 
а mid and a tweeter, and a 


[^ 


WZonsidering 


aitresses v 


етене 1920 sports car internar, 
DM 


speaker witha whizzer willgive 
you mids and highs together. 

“Whizzers tend to be found 
inless expensive speakers. For a 
high-end system of separate 
speakers, you might have tweet- 
ers for the highs, mid-ranges for 
the mids, woofers for the lows, 
and sub-woofers for the really 
low frequencies.” 

“Okay, I think I understand 
whizzers, but I'd still like to see 
a picture of one.” He looked at 
the white yachts bobbing in the 
marina. Then the Amazon was 
back with our lunch. Its like 
dealing with an adolescent 

“Whatabout baffle? Doesthat 
mean something different in 
audio, ordoes: 
confuse, and obfuscate?” I'm 
beginning to wonder about the 
mature of Ewing's late-night 
reading material. 

“Inaudio, bafflehasa precise 
meaning,” I said. “There are 
Aifferenttypes ofbaffles,butthey 
all do the same thing.” 

“Like, what?” 

“Baffles prevent the pressure 
wave generated by the back ofa 
driver from interfering with the 
pressure wave generated by the 
front of a driver,” I explained, 

“Ishould have guessed. Can 
Jf Eg me a walk-through on 


т ging pressure. If 
So pressure changes a lot, the 


sound is loud. If air pres 
dante jasta bit, the кш 
ft. If air pressure chan, 
Quickly, the sound is high Ifthe 
Pressure changes slowly, the 


‘Sound is low.” 
"Got it. Sound is 1 
peus a eae 
sound by moving. th 
pressurizing air. When it movas 
forward, the air ir 
compressed 


move closer together, like ш. 
molecules in a cylinder wj 
thepiston comes up. Now, w 
theairinthe front of thedriverg 
compressed, the air behind the 
driver is rarefied, and...” 

"Rarefied is the opposite of 
compressed, right? Rarefied air 
is thin, with a lot of space be 
tween the molecules. Wings on 
cars and airplanes split air pss. 
ing near them into two pats, 
опе compressed — under high 
pressure — and one rarefied — 
under low pressure.” 

"That's right,” I said. “So, if 
we havea driver hanging outin 
themiddleofspace, movingback 
and forthlikea piston, compress- 
ing air on one side and leaving 
rarefied air on the other side at 
the same time, what happens?"l 
looked out at the nooncay sun 
on the water. Ewing seemed to 
be making eye contact withthe 
businesswoman. This is making 
my life so difficult. 

“Well, the pressurizedairwill 
move from one side of the driver 
to the other side, because the ait 
on the other side will be rare 
fied,” Mark said slowly. 

“Right. The driver should be 
pressurizing the air, but the air 
leaks from one side of the drive 
to the other. It's like trying © 
Pump air into a punctured tire” 

“Бо what does a baffle do?” 
asked Mark, remembering the 
Practical question that had 
Sparked this discussion ofacous 
tic theory. 

"The baffle keeps the air oñ 
‘one side of the driver from intel 
fering with the air on the oth! 
side of the driver,” I said. 2 
Plugs the hole in the tire” 

low?" asked Mark. 

“Well in a few different 
Ways” | admitted. “If yoo 
Speakers are mounted in 
doors, the doors are the 
The pressure from the front 


the driver comes into the саг, 
and the pressure from the back 
stays inside the door. 

"Another common baffle is 
thereardeck,or package shelf. if 
а driver is mounted there, the 
pressure from its front comes 
into the car, and the pressure 
from its rear goes into the trunk. 

“The third way is to mount 
drivers in boxes. Installers de- 
sign custom boxes called enclo- 
sures that keep the back pres- 
sure from interfering with the 
sound coming from the front of 
the speaker. 

“You can also buy drivers 
already in boxes. Some of these 
speakers, called sub-woofer 
boxes, just do low sounds. The 
box speakers that reproduce all 
soundsfromthelowsto thehighs 
arefull-rangeboxes, often called 
truck boxes because they may be 
designed to fit behind the seats 
of pickup trucks.” 

“бо now I know everything 
about baffles?” asked Mark, af- 
ter we had both ordered dessert 
and coffee, 

“Well, no,” Isaid. “There isa 
lot more to know, like why 
baffles are more important for 
lows than highs, but let me just 
mention two more important 
points. First, the size of the en- 
closure is extremely important, 
especially if there isa hole in the 
box.” 

“But thought the whole idea 
of a baffle is to keep the back 
wave fromscrewing up the front 
wave? If you poke a hole in the 
enclosure, you'vebusted theseal 
ofthe baffle!” 

“Yes, but if your installer 
makes the right size hole in the 
right size box with the right 
driver, the rear wave will actu- 
ally reinforcethe front wave and 
your speaker will be more efi- 
cient,” I seid. “Speakers with 
holes are known as ported, 


vented, or bass-reflex. Comput- 
ing the size of the box and the 
dimensions of the hole correctly 
involves mathematical theories 
developed by Neville Thieleand 
Richard Small, and these formu- 
las are known as Thiele/Small 
parameters. They are even more 
complicatedthan turbocharging, 
aerodynamics, and EPA emis- 
sions regulations.” 

Ewing developed that 
bunched-up browline everyone 
had warned me about. “Are 
boxes with holes more efficient 
because the back wave isn't 


BRIDGING 
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wasted, as they are in sealed 
boxes? If there is no hole in the 
box, all the sound from the rear 
ofthe driver just stays inside the 
box.” 

“Rightagain,” Isaid, putting 
thesixth packet of Equal intomy 
cappuccino. “And that relates to 
the second important point, 
which is the difference between 
two types of sealed enclosures: 
infinite-baffle and acoustic sus- 
pension.” 

“Whats an infinite-taffle 
enclosure like? Is it infinitely 
baffling, like why women talk 


about commitment after two 
dinner dates?” 

"Well, yes. In an infinite 
baffleendosure,thereisso much 
air behind the driver that the 
driver can move freely. A driver 
ina rear deck is considered to be 
in an infinite-baffle enclosure 
because there is so much air in 
the trunk that the driver moves. 
easily. The driver is suspended 
by the material surrounding its 
edge, which is called the sur- 
round. 

“A diver in а small sealed 
box, on the other hand, has a 
harder time squeezing thatsmall 
amount of air. The air in the box 
acts as the suspension of the 
driver, like an air spring in a 
cars suspen 

“ЛЕТ can remember all this,” 
sald Маз, digging into Hs a ja 
mode chocolate-coated, Oreo- 

umb, Dutch-switl cheesecake 
with strawberries, “I could walk 
ntoacaraudiostoreand under- 
stand those terms. T also think I 
Наргл алс 
woman's table right now." 
"Let's finish this first,” I 
sai. ‘Speakers, withorwith- 
out whizzers and baffles, 
1$ whether sealed, ported, pas- 
PEE ое ыле. 
е — otto mention Бага 
tard horns and bi-poles and di- 
Дев and so on — are especially 
important because they are the 
machines that turn inaudible 
electricity into audible music ^ 
"Wow. Will this help me 
meet a better class of 
women?” 


William Burton, edi- 
torial director of Car 
‘Audio and Electron- 
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the priceshould drop from$3,000 
to approximately $1,700. 

The V8-powered с 
approved racing class as 


s do not 
hay 


yet. The standard engine sold 
‘with the Edelbrock-Del ara car is 
| afully approved air-cooled single 
Ї made by Kawasaki that kicks out 
twohorsepowerat 13,000 rpm on 
methanol (1.2 horse Ч 
gasoline). Its humble origins in 
| power gardening equipment 
make it reliable, and at $225, in- 
expensive as well. Both engines 
operate through a centrifugal 
clutch to a U-jointed driveshaft 
thatiscontrolled bya DeLara-de 
signed torque arm. There is no 
transmission, (Real Sprints have 
in-out gearboxes.) 
| The wings the thing in 
| Sprinter bodywork, along with 
the old-time tail-tank. Body parts 
| rently mode, bot pin 
ing and polishing are at the 
owner's discretion. Any motor 
cycle and most good car paint 
shops could do a fine job on a 


quarter-scale car, and ай those Andonthesubjectoftyingup speedway events. Power comes board is limited to eight ounces 
Sponsorship decals are available money, the PerformerSprint Саг fromthe22.5ccKawasaki,butthe for both the Sprint and Stocker. 

` from Autographics of California. kit will cost you $1,695. That's V8isa planned option. Thealloy Delara has plans for more 
"The Performer Sprint is two complete witheverything except wheels have real B&L racing quarterscale cars. We'd suggest 


feet, six inches long and weighs radio control, paint, and graph- rubberandarebolt-onwiththree Formula One or Indy cars, or a 
22 Ibs. — that’s 11 Ibs. perhorse- ics. Everything needed to race, in-scale lug nuts and three loca- Can-Am type sports racer. The 
power.ArealSprintcarisahefty including spares and а finished tor pins. Luminaor T-Birdbodies possibilities are exciting, and if 
1400 lbs, but has over 700 horse- car, will total around $2,500. For аге available in Lexan or ABS. — V&sarerealities, how about V10s 


former Sprint Car kit 


.. 
is based on the Gam alloy wheels are fi power—abouttwolbs.perhorse- what you get it'sthebestbargain The car weighs the legal mini- and 12s? The cost would be high, | 
bles the oe po ted with B&L rubber power.Thisisabout theonlyarea іп scale racing. mum of295 lbs. The priceforthe  butcompared tothefull-sizecars, 
lar full-sized Guten, tires thatareavailable in which the model is not one- About the only option that Kit is $1,995. It should be noted  quarterscale cars are a bargain 
Са Сашы wed sert] quarter of the real thing, How. Edelbrock-DeLara offers for the that the Kits for both cars come — about 1/200th to 1/300th of 
print, The frame is perc i Фет, racing speeds exceed one- Sprint Car besides the VS is the with complete instructions and the cost for a quarter of the size 
jeweded of 0375 compounds rere Me E E es ерке, а 
maybe ord асам dis bas models lower mass and frontal genuine NomexSimpsondriveťs third in the national champion- jou have a relly big fireplace. 
er Roger Sanderson's Pipe- кыо area. Things happer in Suit witha pair of in-scale Simp- ships in its first year competing Keep everything in scale. 
By John Rete wotksFabriatorswhichisnated шаал Engineering qut местима epee uy sl a oie icm I ewe an e eee TA ech 
| 0 cec forits tough, fullsize Baja racers. wore duick-change rear erd GE over 40 mph. Thats fast for Maria Rich-DeLara, thedriveris away as Italy, Germany, and 
res m as then finished in black pow-  quartergmdo ткы Ле TadiocontrolandDeLararecom-  alsoreputediyequippedwiththat Sweden. There are over 3,000 Thanks to Edelbrock-DeLara Corp., 
зате эй does mot colaboration between Fresno Cet lastikenn Мын. Du re version of the f Wendsstarting with the smaller, portionofthemaleanatomy most quarterscale racers, with the 2700 California St., Torrance, СА 
ооа ааз 0 pode deignerGayDelarand У сат Капе, поени аи iess expensive cecrc powered пропан in fullsize Sprint Car Stocks being the most popular 90503. 213-781-2222. 
d size speed equipment esuspensionisalsojust i atios is available. LC cars. ("In Miniature,” SCI, racim enuesareevery- 
| а 88 Б Popular with Vic Bdb апе thereslthing wia eis t Yes, that really is a quar Мау Ir addition to the Sprint Car, where but with30 
| ES butrotwithmodelear тобе builder hassar mia i ablefourbartorsion sa t scale VBengine,and yes, it works The quarter-scale cars don't Edelbrock-DeLara now offers а 1. cars runningat 
| one-fourth the асе 048 ваге projecte realized inthe hightech 80008, and radius seb three horsepower at 10,000 P? crash as often as smaller model quarterscale Grand National speeds above 40 
| tng st эше ofthe real Gomes Гай tods feature Hen jom 215 percent iro mela Steers thoughlikerealSprinters, Stocker. The frame is square mph, crowd pro- 
| big model to puton your marae Plant im Torrance, Califone Mith eft-and righthand threads, blend, It’s a 50cc water-cool thingscan get rougherin the dirt. chrome-moly tubeand much like tection and liabil- 
| but toa growing number of radio nd а model enthusiast, a, (+ off hubs also have left four stroke, It sounds like a V8in DeLarasaysthatcrashdamageis the real thing. The suspensionis ity insurancearea 
contol acer Үс нэ the А80 Tet Delara ata hobby show and 808 DEM threads he distance when idling. At | usually minor, but recommends independentupfrontarigidaxle must. The Stock- 
size for the track, as so impressed with his sprint susp along with the 10,000 rpm next 0 that extra radius rods and front sits at the rear, with adjustable ers run both short 
Thequanersalecrspictued (ies enthathedecidedtonelp mat Parts, are Your ear, it's like an axles be part of a spares kit. АП сой springs and weight jacks at track and super 
eese pesa aaa Мари and market ie finished to an excep. Offy. Made by Саў partsarereadilyavailable,sothat cach wheel. The quick-change speedway events 
€ Edelbrock-DeLara per. ‘thew, high level СошмеудЄвалехра и racers need not tie up too much rear end has five gear sets avail- that require pit 
=. spun aluminum sive piece, but 48 money in spares. able to suit short track or super stops — fuel on 
LOFT EE шиш (| 
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ECLIPSE GS TURBO 


or anyone who suffered 

through the darkages of 

the seventies and early 
eighties when it was essentially 
forbidden to mention the “Р” 
word, let alone manufacture car 
that possessed performance, these 
days are great, Everywhere you 
tum you bump up against per- 
formance. You find it in itty-bitty 
hatchbacks, you find it in small 
sedans, mid-size sedans, even 
some big sedans. And you really 
find it in the new generation of 
sport coupes that have given the 
term torque steer new meaning. 

Takethis Mitsubishi EdipseGS 
‘Turbo. Please. mean, you should. 
take one if you like to go fast, 
generally have gobs of automo- 
tivefun impress the girls (or boys), 
and wantto havesomemoney left 
overafter each monthly payment. 
The base price of the GS Turbo is 

$14967 (including destination 
charges) and that includes all the 
stuff you really need, like a six- 
speaker stereo. 

Our test car had 
А/С, power win- 
dows and locks, a 
CD player, and 
cruise control, 
which made the 
totalatouchunder 
317000. Not to sneeze at, 17 large. 
But in 1990, with the price of ad- 
mission to anything with a little 
bit of motoring interest hovering 
around $15,000, we're talking 
something of a bargain here. 

There are no fewer than five 
Eclipsiiavailablefor your delecta. 
tion and delight. The Eclipse and 
Eclipse GSare perfectly good little 
runners powered bya 1.8 liter sohe 
engine that makes 92 horsepower 
at5,000rpm Extremely adequate, 
ава teacher of mine used to say, 
The Eclipse GS DOHC uses a 
normally aspirated, 16-valve, 2.0 
liter four that produces 135 horse- 
Power at 6000 rpm. More than 
adequate. 

Turbochargeand intercoolthat 
engineand you have the GSTurbo; 
give it four-wheel drive and it 
becomes the GSX Turbo, Not very 


1 
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By Mike Knepper 


hy by Ptr Malay 


adequate,notmorethanadequate 
More like a 190 horsepower case 
of adequate-extrezis. 

‘The GS Turbo has one of the 
highest smiles- 
per-mile factors 
Ive come across 
recently. Yousmile 
as you walk to- 
ward what is one 
of the sexiest 
shapesontheroad 
You smile as you lower yourself 
into the cockpit. Yousmileas you 
Took over the ergonomically ex- 
cellent instruments and controls, 
And you non-stop smile as you 
rocket around the neighborhood, 
mashing yourrightfoottothefloor 
with much more frequency than 
necessary, sort of Ше “Ой, jt 
опе more” in front of a box of 
Godiva truffles. 

The key ingredient in the GS 
Turbo is horsepower, of course. 
And torque. Both of which come 
on in an extremely timely and 
smooth fashion. The Mitsubishi 


bility. No need to keep rowing the 
gearbox back and forth in every- 
day around-towning. 

Imentioned thedreaded torque 
steer a while back. Thats the not- 
so-neat result of all that full- 
throttle torque hitting the tran- 
зах in one huge wallop, causing 
the car to pull to the right. A lot. 
Thesolution, obviously, is to feed 
in the power a little more judi- 
ciously at first, then go for it. But, 
if you know its coming, and cor- 
rect as it happens, no problem. 

Warning. The GS Turbo has зо 
muchhorsepowerand torque that 
itisalsono problemto lightup the 
right front tire by getting into the 
power too quickly on right-hand 
tums. Lots of smoke, lots of noise, 
Jotsofattentiondirected your way. 

TheGSTurbo has the handling 
and the brakes to go with the 
performance potential. The sus- 
pensionis MacPherson struts, coil 
springs, and an anti-roll bar in 
front; a three-link design in the 
rear with сой springs, a Panhard 
rod, and an anti-roll bar. 

For brakes, the GS uses power 
assisted 10-inch vented discs in 
front with solid discs of the same 
diameter at the rear. No ABS op- 
tion. The discs ride inside 16 x 6- 
inchalloy wheels fitted with 205/ 
55816 V-rated radials. 

The car is not all looks and 
horsepower. The suspension 
works remarkably well despite its 
straightforward design. This is a 
саг you can flick through the 
twisties with confidence, No sur, 
Prises The power.assisted rack 
and pinion steering is reasonably 
quick theroad fel good, Nothing 
Yague about what the frontend 5 


Set understeer that is easily con, 
теа Њу getting out ofthe оь 
abit This is a car built for fun ana 
it delivers, 
This is also a car that feels good 


y everything where it 
* Good visibility. The 


gauges for temp, fuel, and oj 
pressure іп a two-over-one 
rangementin the middle. Youn 
or may not ike the way һе 
ment panel angles down on ty 
right. Its a bit disconcerting | 
because it’s unusual — but afe, 
awhile it becomes familiar 

You may also have mise 
emotions about the shift lever, 
shaped like the joy stickina fighte 
plane, and is meant to be, 
vertically, which makes for ham | 
handed shifts. It may impart the 
psychological message Mitsubishi 
is after, but doesn’t provide the 
same feel you get from a tradi 
tional ball-like shifter. 

Mitsubishi co-operated with 
Chrysler to design and build this 
car—alsoavailableasa Plymouth 
Laserand an Eagle Talon—andit 
wasa pairing made in auto enthu 
siast heaven. If this is any indice 
tion of what these two can do 
together, their next joint effort— 
the Dodge Stealth/ Mitsu 3000— 
should be something to reckon 
with. Until then, take the Eclipse 
GS Turbo. You'll thank yoursel 
in the morning. sa 


Vehicle: subst ipsa GS turbo 
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PEUGEOT 405 MI16 


n this side of the pond, 
France is renown for 
! wine, perfume, fine 


food, beautiful women,alanguage 
Oniy, en Frenchpersonscen speak 
торепу, and assorted monu- 
теп, ices and ette. Its 
not renown for its automobiles. 
Which isn't to say a goodly num- 
ber of Americans don't know of 
French cars. Renaults have come 
and gore and comeand goneand 
come and gone) from theseshores 
There lave been actual Citroen 
dealerships offering that particu- 
larly weird approach to automo- 
biling Certainly Peugeothas hung 
in therefor the long haul. And al- 
though Peugeot is still hanging in 
there, thas always had to do its 
hanging inwith theadded weight 
of the Renault/Citroen episodes 
dragging it down. 

No, right-thinking Americans 
just доп! reckon the French can 
build a good car. Whichiswhy the 
following willundoubtedly bemet 
with some skepticism in certain 
quarters. The Peugeot 405 Mi16 is 
‘one of the finest cars on sale in the 
US of A in 1990. 

This sucker is fan- 
tastic, especially 
for $20,000, (Actu- 
ally, it's 520700) 
For years, Peu- 


geot dithered 
about trying to 
decide what it 


| should sell here finally determin- 
| ing whatit didn’t want tosell here 
| were any of the marvelous small 
| machines it sells їп the home 
i market, such as the 204, 304 к 
| 404 intheir various turbocharged, 
1 cabrioleted, hatchbacked, and 
| sedaned personas. Rather it 
| Would stick to the up-market ent 
| ofthe game, leaving the small аг 

business to the japanese: Кезш 

ableapproach. But Peugeot found 

itrough sledding with just the S05 

to sell. Enter the | t-slightly- 

smalleranda goodies 
| sive 405. More contemporary in 
f 


By Mike Knepper 
Papi by Pae Helio 


that package. 
Anotherthingourcountrymen 
don't know about Peugeot is that 
it regularly kicks tail and takes 
names on the European rally cir- 
cuit, including the Paris-Dakar. 
And don't look now, but who 
owns the outright 

record for racing 

up Pike's Peak? So 
Producing a high. 

Performance ver- 

sion of the 405 is 

not a departure 

from style. No 


way. 

Infact, the 16-valve, dohc head 
Perched atop the 19 liter four — 
which is mounted transversely 
and drives the 4055 front wheels 
quisa detivativeottheoneusedin 


thetwice-world-champion Ty 
16 rally car. He 


and fifth gears о 
and 0761, 


sion uses modified MacPherson 
struts, Peugeot's own eight-valve 
Shocks anda 22mm кайтш bar. 
The independent rear uses trail- 
ing arms, Peugeot shocks, and a 
20mm bar. Steering is power-as- 
sisted rack and 


inion. 
Ec 
large, you also get 
а full complement 
of goodies, such аз 
automatic climate 
control, six-speak- 
er Alpine stereo, 
remote locking, power windows, 
height adjustable steering wheel, 
cruise, leather upholstery, heated 
front seats with six-way adjust on 
the driver's seat, and, to coin a 
phrase, more. 

You also get a саг that is put 
together properly. Atleast theone 
Ispent a week with was screwed 
togethertherightway. Andall the 
interior bits and pieces are nicely 
designed — except for the face of 
the climate control system, which 
looks cheap in ts rather luxurious 
surroundings, 

This isn’t a big car, but it feels 
roomy, surprisingly soin the back 
Seats. Is comfortable for big folks 
front and rear. 

But enough reciting from the 
catalog, It’sthedriving thatcounts 
The Мб has one of the sweetest 
clutch transmission pairings Ive 


Like most other 


and the feeling stays: 


young 
up to that governed redline 7% 
mention the sound? 


curve, тайа 
some great lig 
ing 

Although he 
torque isn’t mas 
sive, the engin 
flexible enoui 
Аз for handling 
all the superz 
tives apply. Tenacious, roll-ne 
solid. It goes where you point 

Speaking of the Eclipse tu, 
one followed the Mi16 into ay 
driveway the day the Peuget 
went away. Nice back to backing 
The Eclipse is still one of my & 
vorites, but les admit it's visal 
overstatementthatdishesoutgós 
of power with ай the finesse ofa 
irritated rhino. With torque ster. 
Which is not without its charms 
But to sample the Mil6's charm, 
adriver has to domore than rig 
foot it and hang on. He has b 
work a little with the throttle anl 
gearbox. And trust me. The result 
is worth the effort. sa 


Volio Type: tront engine, tront what di B 
passenger. бог oor sadan 

Prion (as coc 320.700 

BodyChassls: unt tel constuction 


БЭЭ 
Confguraton: doe t&-vavo ini our 
Dipacomont 13 ars 

Boreika: 63 x 8 тип 
Horsepower 150 bip @ 400 mm 
Tore 126 be. t @ S000 rp 

Foai Syston: Bosen tual ейп 


TRANSMISSION 
Турө:5зрөө@ manual галаа 
Fial Diver 4.49 


DIMENSIONS AND capaces 
aetas: 1061 In 

angi 177.7 in. 

Woah: 7.6, 

нере 55411, 

Qu Weight: 2715 bs 

Fuel 172 gal 


STEERING. suspension, ACES, yg, 
sion: F: илда, tube shock, an 
Ruin атта, coer, arth ay 
‘Stone Typa: rack ма pinon, 
Brakas: F: 10.5 in. акса: К: 
140. 

Tros: choin MVA 195608-14 


PERFORMANCE 
СУ 


pe 


pro 


r to gear with а crisp, positive fel, each gate easy to hit. You almost think it from slot to slot" 


fter slips from 
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Miura brought attention to Lam- 
ini in the sixties, it was the 
tach that permanently 
od the Emilian firm оп 

exotic car map. The Diablo is the 

first Lamborghini produced 
under Chrysler managementand 

assume the newly vacated 
throneat Sant’ Agata Bolognese. 

Graziella Diana Ferrero spent 

aday in the company of both cars 

and former world rally champion 

andro Munari. Art Webb pho- 
tographed the two in the middle 
ofa driving rainstorm. 


he man with complete, 
vised 


in the automotive 
ndro Munari, head of 
Lamborghini's PR office. Munari 
piloted the Lancia Stratos to three 
consecutive titles in the World 
onship in 1974, 


5 title for himself in the 
1977 FIA World Rally Cup. So 
one can't really begrudge his 
position behind the wheel of the 
Diablonorhisinvo 
car's high-spe 

Munari was chauffeur and 
guide on my first memorable trip 
around the Sant’ Agata count 
side in the all-wheel drive Vis- 
cous Traction Diablo prototype 
some months ago. Today we're 
in the standard two-wheel drive 
version in our back-to-back en- 
counter with the last Countach, 
the 25th Anniversary model 
Whereas my drive in the Diablo 
УТ was blessed with a typically 
sunny Italian day, today the good 
spell of weather has been dis- 
rupted bysleetandrain—hardly 
ideal for transmitting 455 or 492 
horsepower to the pavement. 
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Miura brought attention to Lam- 
= ghini in the sixties, it was the 
I Y Countach that permanently 
даллах: (M : Pere 
“шиг wget exotic car map. The Diablo is the 
Ї 20200 

ler managementand 

must e the newly vacated 
throneat Sant" Agata Bolognese. 
Graziella Diana Ferrero spent 
aday in the company of both cars. 
and former world rally champion 
Sandro Munari. Art Webb pho- 
tographed the two in the middle 


!! 


he man with compl 
unsupervised access to 
two of the most desir- 
ble chairs in the automotive 
world is Sandro Murari, head of 
Lamborghini's PR office. Munari 
piloted the Lancia Stratos to three 
consecutive titles in the World 
Rally Championship in 1974, 
1975, and 1976 and took the 
driver's title for himself in the 
1977 FIA World Rally Cup. So 
one can't really begrudge his 
position behind the wheel of the 
Diablonorhisinvolvementinthe 
car's high-speed testing 
Munari was chauffeur and 
guideonmy morable trip. 
around the Sant’ Agata country- 
side in the all-wheel drive Vis- 
cous Traction Diablo prototype 
some months ago. Today we're 
in the standard two-wheel drive 
version in our back-to-back en- 
counter with the last Countach, 
the 25th Anniversary model. 
Whereas my drive in the Diablo 
VT was blessed with a typically 
sunny Italian day, today the good 
spell of weather has been dis- 
rupted by sleetandrain—hardly 
ideal for transmitting 455 or 492 
horsepower to the pavement. 
Sene 1290 Sports Cor Interne 
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Seeing lhe vo red carps 
near each otter ш the fach 
Courtyard creates a spectacle and 
a fascinating juxtaposition. The 
shock of : 

E ony overshado 


by that of seeing one approaching 
оп the open road — an effect tha 
doesn’t diminish with tin 


familiarity. If the Diablo doe 
stun on first impact 

that is only 
опу to the style of 
the older саг. The 
Countach remain: 
unique despite hav 
ing lost a part of its 
eometric grace 
to spoil. 


When design 
ion tur 

ers, flares, scoops, 
and wings. The Dia- 
blo, on the other 
hand, reproposes 

'ountach ele 
ments in а more 

modern, voluptu 
ous theme 

One of the more 

interesting aspects 
of the Countach is the way in 
which sinuous forms are created 
from straight lines, not curves 
Evenmorethan the Countach, the 
Diablo relies on flowing styling, 
butits curves are real, not appar- 
ent. The concentration of mass 
behind the Diablo's passenger 
compartmentrecalls the long, lean 
flanks of a leopard tensed for ac- 
lion and imparts a sensation of 
massive hidden accelerative 
Power. The Countach’s haunches 
resemble more the balled, thick 
muscles of a charging boar, 

One can’t help but approach 
the Countach with a reverence 
bordering on awe. Perhaps no 
other car in history has ever been 
the subject of so much eulogizing 
nor the object of so many аас” 
tives. Not without reason has it 
been hailed as the definitive Ital- 
fan supercar, 

А supercar, right from its tow. 
ering ability down to its impracti- 
cality. From its scarce interior re- 
finementto its limited rear visibil- 
ity and low ground clearance. At 
least in the two former elements, 
the Countach was challer 
елата Tete, vis e 


track manners. The extra finesse 


in the Ferrari's ride con 
fered better about-town ability fo 


whose desire for pose-value wa 


OUNTACH SPRINT 
Withnosignof 
hospitality sk 

tach for a rui 


tint at the whee 


thanany othercarinexistence,the 
Countach requires a technique to 
drive; technique that, when not 
Practiced regularly, grows rusty 
and dull. You have two methods 
of entering the car: right leg first 
followed by rump, hunched shoul 
ders and neck, and left leg; or you 
ал use the leather padded sill to 
slide into the seat and then swive 
your legs from where they are left 
dangling over the edge. Still, until 
You've got the knack, it's simpler 
to fallin than it is to get out 

The Diablo, on the other hand, 
requires а decisive leg-frst ap. 
proach because the seats are a 
Stretch away from the sills edge. 


Sant’ Agata, 


T RADING PLACES 
swap placesand it’s my 


tion. 1 


don't think anyone can feel com 
pletely at ease in the Countach 


assenger seat, you notice the | 
Fired а touch more contortion- total lack of lumbar support. On 
ism particularly toavoidtheroof’s the business side, you can latch 
Padded edge. The interior of the onto the steering wheel, brace 
culgoing modelhasneverbeenits yourself with the footrest next lo 
mun selling point and, on this the clutch, and generally slouch 


pedal's angle. I have 
self fo 
even thou 


The E 
edition of the 25th 
is the last exoticar 
bastion of Weber's 
glorious 44 DCNFs. 
The accelerator 
pedalis correspond: 
ingly firm yet 
throttle response is 
instantaneous even 
with all those levers 
and springs to be 
pulled. Blipping the 
throttleatrest causes 
the car to rock per- 
ceptibly in spite of 


the massiverear track 


of little more than the a 
The token right-side mirror is so 
way, you can b 


d wide tires. 
Moving off can be 


lows a splendid view 


intakes. 


ly see it, let 
image ге- 


alone th 
flected init. Up front, 
things are better 
you can use the ris 
ing wheel arches to 
lace the carand the 
Invisible nose is not 
really a problem. 
‘Once under way, 
the steering is direct 
butheavy,muchlike 
the other controls. 
The gearbox has a 
lovely two-action 
movement: first line 
up the lever, then 
driveitinto the cho- 
sengate.Iftheclutch 


lunging. Even without summon- 
on even low revs, an effect ing upall the engine’s punch, you 
s aided and abetted by the find the Countach reeling in other 
wet road. cars and corners quickly. 
The engine is a wonderful | Thereisanappreciableamount 
source of seamless energy. It will of sound-proofing and the cabin 
dle along happily at speeds is fairly quiet, but the reason for 
around 60mph,butit’sdifficultto buying a Countach is always 
keep there. The most minute pres- audibly present, Happy in its 
sure on the pedal will have the car work, the V12 keeps you informed 
r 
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. 


for stirring music. 


Summed up, the Countach is 
nota difficult 


confidence, al- 
though tooling 
around town can be 


ше, 
-wracking | ШОШ. 
due to the sensitive. Өлийн 
accelerator and di eid ton 
concerting ackofin- mun de do 
| formation about тобоно 
‘what theworldisup dou tie 
to behind your main rond 
shoulders. On the the 
spen road, it is a s stia 
machine for going 
| fall tilt: plant your 
foot down on the 
straights and brake 
early for the corners. 
becauseitslimitsare 
too high to be 
breached safely 


traveling 


fersamuchhigherqualityandac- main road 


erame 3530 Byeriy. Ger txternationsi 


ofits every revolution—theindi- into the passenger seat where 1 
vidual sounds of the top and bot- find myself comfortable at once. 
tomendscanbedistinguishedand Thecabinambienceisarevelation 
the confluence of the two makes afer the Countach, the only area 

inwhich theold master was really 


showing its age. The 
new interioris pleas- 
ing — simple but 
classy inthe best Ital- 
ian tradition. About 
95 percent of the 
work is attributable 
to a Chrysler man, 
Bill Dayton, who 
transferred to Sant’ 
Agata Bolognese for 
the undertaking. 
The Diablo is 
some 10 inches 
longer than the 
Countach, and most 
of that landed in the. 
wheelbase. The pas- 


senger compartment thus pro- 
r to drive quickly, vides slightly more leg room. The 
but demands a lot of concentra- thinly padded bucket seats are 
tion, making ita tool for the pur- supportive in all the right places, 
ist. Its heavy commands inspire but their relatively shallow side 


bolsters don’t ap- 
pearcapableofkeep- 
ing you from rolling 
around. Unfortu- 
nately,l'mnotabout 
to find out as its 
clear that Munari 
won't be using the 
Diablo to demon- 
strate the comering 
techniques he em- 
ployed in the Stratos 
to win the Monte 
Carlo rally in 1977. 
At idle, the new 
V12 remains a quiet 
murmur. As wema- 
meuver down the 
main road, the en- 
gine is still a fairly 


when alleys and farm fields pro- unobtrusivetraveling companion. 
vice the only run-off space. Therideatlowspeedhasthesame 
Knobbliness of the older car, 

HEDEVILASCENDANT though slightly more supple; 
Allofwhichbringsustothe softer rubber bushings have been 
Diablo. Still crafted rather than incorporated into the revised sus- 
built, the Diablo nevertheless of pension set- 


up. Turning off the 
towards where the 


curacy of construction than the Countach is waiting for our brief 
Countach. The underlying  photosession,IthoughtIdetected 
spaceframe is no longer hand- alittle more body roll, 
jiggedandcertainpanelsarenow We accelerate. The speedo 
stampedratherthanhand-beaten. indicates about 70 mph already. 
‘Thisgoesalong way towards pro- The ride is beginning to show its 
viding an excellent finish. ‘truenature, smooth without float- 
With Munari once more atthe ing. Remarkably little road noise 
wheel, I drop myself inclegantly із transmitted by the chunky tires 
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and no wind rustle to talk about. 
The cabin is so quiet you can get 
lost in thought trying to detect 
nuances in the muted growl c 
ing from behind, Listen too much 
and watch too little, though, and 
you'll fail to appreciate the mar- 
vellous side and forward vision 
provided by the new design. The 
sculpted leading edge of the side 
glass gives a tremendous impres 
sion of time and space hurrying 
2 
| Munariismaking thecar prog- 
| ress smoothly and 

the VI2 responds, 
sounding potent 
and with character- 
istics similar to the 
old VI2. Then we 
stop for an onc 
ing truck. Once the 
truck passes, Mu- 
mari's right foot be- 
tent and. suddenly 
the engine tone 
changes, It lowers 
and becomes deep- 
throated, different 
from the rumbling 
thrash of the Coun- 
tach. It opens out 
into a tingling, 
metallic-edged snarl overlaid 
with an insistent turbine-like 
whirr from the valve gear. 

‘Another section of space and 
time has just swooped by. We're 
up to 80 mph without realizing it 
and Munari has just snicked the 
gear lever into fourth; ample evi- 
denceofthe thumping torque with 
which this new engine can whisk 
the Diablo along, And all this at 
little more than 4500 revs. It 
sounded so magnificent, Iwanted 


Munari to send the tach needle 
spinning higher. 

In spite of the anti-squat ge- 
ometry, the Diablo's back tends to 
drop more noticeably than the 
Countach’s when the power is 
turned on, but its approach to 
cornersseemsequally impeccable. 
The Diablo really starts to feel 
happiest when approaching the 
100mph mark. The whole car pulls 
together, the ride becoming in- 
credibly fluid while conversation. 
levels remain polite, with no un- 

due increase in en- 
gine noise. 

With the Diablo, 
Lamborghini obvi- 
ously intended to 
eliminate some of 
the Countach's inci- 
vility. It may seem 
heretical to suggest 
using sucha bruteto 
plug back and forth 
fromwork—thiscar 
is more at home on 
wide highways 
where it can attack 
long sweeping 
bends with the ac- 
celerator brushing 
the carpet — but at 
Teast it has the clear 
duality of purpose that the Coun- 
tach, almost deliberately, has 
always been missing. 

The Diablo embodies enough 
character and technical advance- 
ment to prevent even the most 
ardent fans of the Countach from 
indulgingindewy-eyed farewells. 
‘The Diablo combines world-beat- 
ing aggression with typically Ital- 
ian style, No mean feat for a com- 
pany thatisamere27 years young. 

sa 
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Бу ا ل‎ тгл 


Tocompleteour tour 
of Italy's best super- 
cars, we had to in- 


clude the Ferrari 5 5 | 
F40. Kevin Blick 92 3 F 
left the quiet of his 1 > te Ч E 
home im southern 3 | 
England fora day of 1 1 o 

" x 


lion taming at Fio- 
rano. After ample 
instruction. from 
Ferrari's ace test 
driver, Dario Be 
muzzi, Kevin took 
his turn with the 
whip and chair. 
With practice, he 
controlled the beast. 
Photography by Art TO BE HC 
Webb. М ous. All rig 


feeling much the same when 
heard thec slam behind 


the familiar initiation 
He had cracked his wh 
ine tingling laps of 
Fiorano, forcing this animal to 
bend to his will 


wincing at my 
After all, you don 
strang 
price, open market 
pri $1 million) with- 
out a qualm or two. 
1 would have liked some 
hile I tried to fumble 


ith Benuzzi 
the Alfa 


381956 1990 Speris car 
Car APER a ә ват utn - di 


J thereat аш no mere bottom wh spare of flesh. A skeletal steel frame, manageable. Mutual respect; this 
then Frat, Thoss H ider. That's kid chines. Гуе been acceler- clothed in Kevlar. Apieceoffan- was certainly the way. 00 
rs were gone in a e 9 as fast, but only by tastic plastic, scaling in at only ieededa firm hand, seeming 


e fashed up toward 
in be А small tag dangled from th ap toward 000 ра, 
с zu be- ignitionkey identifying thisas F40 had pr ably noted 58 
their tenting breaks and ар be E темава thekeyand mally because 1 don": гө 


s ad ment; we swung left the LEES : recognize and respond to its 
neath their cynical gaze. 5 БА = ever leaving the road menk we swung 0 bendsanincautiousstaboft c-designedracersandrally 24 g 
‘Alion tamer will tell you that ahead. W ditgone? Instead іліс 


1 he rear snaking out be only 220 Ibs, lighter! pilots confidence. Sure, hard 

rine the рев маста micron e û the 120 mph le-ti т s t braking; accurate steering; and 

тшк Tie E Ne i кор Снн k of t s ALEIDOSCOPE above all, a sensitive foot on the 

TualmspetAndmóonewou leas Bere center peu fray ннер ае E HEI KO gone by ала d that power it 

а there нга dE th wer and torque ized charge into ny brain was starting to un- fe о: Мета Е 
d thech 1 тэ. Remember, the F40 is scramble the kaleidi of ер ome xs 

E хєх n A TIE е ugely powerful, but ha: id as my confidence ing back straight then — bang! — 


already. I pre wn painfully momentarily off 


gt fers st seen 
Messing nisin 

Е Ш, then drop down 

шин 

the шри Wap 

around bucketsent inet el. 

And diagonal bis provide шо 

Convincing securi. The noy 

ог dips dit a er 

lope tag 


andersteering, as if tochastise me RE 


mylackofconf lenuzzi 
would not have le that, it 
ld me silently 
won't either next tim 
We eased throug 
constant radius curves, over 
bridge, and down to the tight 
hairpin left. Okay, you brute, I'm 
h my right 
know in an instant that the F40 кек the Hal 
at heart, just that. No frills, turbo: 
mo fuss. GI 
lighter, stereo? Who needs such 
nonsense. A flat, matt 
chetpftcovereddashpanel.The aes ran 
checkered pattems ofundisguised wrestled with the 
Kevlarreinforcementsallaround. findfirsTensingmycalfmuscles, gling tobring the big 
The tubes of a massive roll cage [tried to feed in the clutch, but Reluctantly, untidily i 
behind your ears. still the machine staggered and ememibered Benu: 
dropped awk e shuddered as the power took up 
driver's seat, tentati abruptly. 
the massive drilled steel pedals, But we were away for the first 
eased the seat forward a notch to cautious lap. The steering was 
getabettergriponthesmallMomo surprisingly light (it had been 
Wheel. The wheel felta little high unsurprisingly massive when CEAN OF NOISE 
in relation to thelow seat, butoth- maneuvering). The brak аА went 
erwise the driving 
position was spot-on, 
Ahead, а half-round 
instrument cowl held 
speedo and tach dials 
withtemperatureand d 
boost pressure to their й nen 
Sides, An additional со: 
bigger boost gauge ом seemed so easy 
у ме сыы А the Fao demanded 
е OR es 
of this well-used de. Only onthelongmain 
velopment machine Straight could my 
Ой to the right, a sensation-battered 
row of minor gauges "ны snatch а mo- 
= ой pressure, tem- aac 
ture, and fuel — occupied the passed the pits, 
[с eo E ОЗ 
SEKE SHES PE lenuzzi had braked 200 me- 
шоог төмс НӨ 
5 rete myself an extra 50 and someti 
QU e тры down on the gas уыл M 
Tee asters lighis, hom, fog Fedalmoreconfidently.Suddenly beast was hitting moyen The big 
Vp MOD theengine’slowgrowitumedinto, рб) апд. tio 220 km/h (136 
‘essentials and riothi; li ind still accelerating — yi- 
Les ing be anangry chilling roarthatseemed duly pur 


П tofill the cabin as the tach needle Press 
39/]us4 1330. Sports Coy Inlerretlaral е 


front wheel arch: 
the available 


smile had said the rest. 


uzzihad warned meaboutthe 
brakes — were absurd, Imagine 


trying totreada brickdownintoa 


MN o 2 Tt 
UE L Y ON E A G ТАТУ! 


The best-known racing event in the 
world runs exclusively on the best- 
selling performance tires in the world: 
Goodyear Eagles. 
Оп race day, more 
than a quarter of a 
million people will 
be in attendance at 
the 74th running of 


the Indianapolis 500. "A Goodyear Eagle 
“contact patch." Where 
And for the last an Eagle demonstrates 
eighteen years, the b ud 
winning car at the world's best-known 


racing event raced to victory on the world's 


Emerson Fittipaldi 


Exclusive tires: Good) most successful racing tires. Designed, 


9 Indy 500-winning Penske PC 18. 


ear Eagle racing radials. 
gle racing radials engineered and made by Goodyear. 


This year will be no different. 

All 33 cars, including the Penske Chevy 
90 of 1989 winner Emerson Fittipaldi, will 
be on Goodyear Eagle racing radials. 

‘The 130 mph, V6-powered, Chevrolet 
Beretta Indy Pace Car, will also be on 
Goodyear Eagle radials. 

But in this case, they will be V speed- 
rated Goodyear Eagle "Gatorback" high- 
performance street radials. From the 
best-selling line of performance tires 
in the world. 

So once again, every single team at the 
world's number one racing event, the Indy 
500, has chosen to use Goodyear Eagles. 

And only Goodyear Eagles. 


GOODfYEAR 


The best tires in the world have 
Goodyear written all over them. 


TE 


He's the only oneallowed todriy, 
Formula One cars — and he dost 
He did most of the behind.the 


shrugged, his real thoughts 
masked behind theinevitabledark 


sunglass 


Yes, he agreed, itundersteered scenes work on the Formula Ong 
a ile — that was necessary be 7 сага innova de) EA 
Cause otherwise on the road it 27 хүнсэн 
would be too ай-Барру- Yes, the sortase with era sig С 
brakes were hard but that wasthe 1971 first as a technician, then 
waytogetthebest response. And, a production vehicle test dr 
yes, the harder you drive it, the он he develops the prototypes 
bette el GTO, Mondial, 348, F40 A 


these 
all the results of his work 

ater, over lunch, he told us 
that the test driver's most impor. 
tant attribute was not bravery or. 
reaction speed, but mechanical 


better the F40 behaves. This was 
why Ferrari test drivers, it was 
ed for us, thought the F40 


Yet 1 still couldn't string а 
smooth, fastlap together. admit 
that. A few good comers would На 
befollowedbyaraggedone—too the easiest of all Maranell 
much throttle or too little, Con- drive at Fiorano, 
centrate, I kept telling my over- 
worked mind and tiring limbs. 

Finally, at the end of the main 
straight the inevitable happened 
T fumbled once too often at that 
ne-worn third-second shift, 

und only neutral, tugged the 
wheel round too hard and arced 
into an embarrassing spin. Time 
tocomein, reflect and make some 
notes, Benuzzi 


mpathy and understanding 
a knowled; at is happen. 
ing to the car in motion 
ENUZZI Had hedrivenothersupercars? 
Thereareonlyabout 15Fer- Yes, he had. And how did they 
drivers—only fourinthe compare — the Porsche 959, for 
development department. Be- example? Adiplomaticsmile, then 
muzzi is tops, even among this the transla 
ted group. The 44-year-old is thro 
ompany's chief test driver. 


rari te 


оп came filtering 
h. The 959 is a fine car, but 
when you drive very hard, it gets 


rinned and 


Including the Goodyear Eagles on the 
1990 Chevrolet Beretta Indy 500 Pace Car. 


This is your best chance of the year to save money on _ In fact, you can save on every street Eagle that 
the world's best-selling line of high-performance radials. Goodyear makes. But only until June 2nd at participat- 
ing Goodyear retailers. 
= So don’t miss out on your best chance of the year to 
20% off Eagle GT +4. | saveon the world's best-selling performance tires 
The tires you purchase will be mounted free, You 

Until June 2, you can save 20% on Eagle GT+4, the won't pay add-on shipping charges. And on most 
all-weather high-performance Eagle. Eagles purchased, you will be eligible for the exclusive 

You can save 15% on Eagle ST. You can save on the Goodyear Quality Plus Tire Life Cycle service program. 
speed-rated Eagle ““Gatorbacks” found on the 1990 -800- d 
Chevrolet Beretta Indy 500 Pace Car, Call 1-800-CAR-1999 

You can save on Eagle GT; Eagle NCT; Eagle M&S. — for the authorized Goodyear outlet nearest you. 

You can even save On gg Сс 
the Eagle GA Touring ‘se i a id m 
Radial, the amazing iodat on ceded 
new performance ‘ean Exes, Cure Biche, 
radial that is stan- Мизи. УЗА 
dard equipment on Оеп son sabi Gee 
cars like the Lexus iar Core nett 
саз аера н уй 


V8 Quattro. 


GOODSYEAR 


The best tires in the world have Goodyear written all over them. 


24 /June 1990 Sports Cor tnternetional 


nothing to stop the wind between Japan and the Mariah 

Mode Six’s sloped nose. I is fitting that the sports car 
‘would have found its way here because the word Mariah means 
wind. But can a windblown Mazda RX-7 find its way through the 
surf and up the beach to success? 

Itssupporters argue that the Marich ModeSixisa hybrid, thebest 
of Japanese sports car engineering combined with hand-cra 
coachwork and interior. Detractors wonder 
howa$78,872 Mazda hasa chance to succeed 
atall.Itis, after all still an RX-7. Perhaps itis 
only here onthe western frontier of America 
that such a thing could possibly be con- 
ceived, let alone flourish. Time will tell. 


A TREMOTEJALAMA BEACH in Southern California, there 


сан o 

‘The road to Jalama is long and winding, with tight benc 
switchbacks, and the occasional construction delay. This may 
well describe the Mariah’s road to market. For, you see, the Maria 
automobileis not the productofa multinational corporation or eve 
of a group of well-heeled investors. It comes, miraculously, fro 
two men working in a corrugated steel building that could ha 
‘come from the set of McHale's Navy. 

Jim Hagerty and Dan McCue —along with a handful of emplo; 
ees —are the soul and inspiration of Design Energy, company th: 
has made a name for itself during the past 12 years building bo} 
racer body parts for the first-generation RX-7. That experience, ph 
a prior history of industrial design and a penchant for innovation 
have well equipped the pair to tackle a project as difficult a 
‘improving on the current RX-7 Turbo П. Amazingly, in some way 


‘Three years ago, McCue sketched the firs 
drawings that would "uniquefy" the sec 
ond-generation RX-7. With a new RX-7 use 
asa mule, one by one thereplacement piece 
were shaped to fit. In the end, McCue’ 
component integration reflects the care of. 


ee ы 


NASCARbody man. The 
fiberglass body panels 
replace the originals bolt 
for bolt. Seams are true, 
the paint masking 
straight. Even deep in- 
side the functional 
scoops and vents, the fit 
and finish is perfect. 

To say that Hagerty 
Mand McCue are perfec- 
tionists would be like 
calling dogsled explorer Will Steger curious. They are detail zealots. At 
least they are about their стай. The Design Energy shop may be stacked 
halfway to the roof with old wheels, dusty seats, and body templates 
from past projets. Yet from the middle of the debris has emerged a 
prize, finished to the eye teeth in Blaze Red acrylic. 

Mariah Mode Six serial по. 002 is an impressive piece of work, and 
in reality it bears only a slight resemblance to the standard RX-7. The 
Mariah uses the basic unibody structure, roofline, and suspension and 
drivetrain. Virtually everything else is reworked 


Sus-Exoric 

Why even bother inthe first place, when the RX-7 Turbo Ilis already 
a perfectly good sports car? Design Energy president Hagerty feels that. 
there is a need for personal vehicles in the sub-exotic category, That is, 
below the level of a Testarossa or a Diablo. And with the price of a 
Porsche 911 Carrera sneaking toward $60,000, who knows? Maybe 
'$78,000-plus for a hybrid isn’t too much. If thats so, the Mode Six is 
ready for production. Designer McCue says, "We don’t see this as a 
super exotic. It is an alternative for someone who wants to feel and be 
around art and automotive entertainment.” 

Maybe you could classify the Mariah as rolling art, But it more 
resembles a street-legal IMSA СТО racer. Just ask the local populace, 
which will no doubt be straining its fourth е 
fora better look. 

Their awe will likely 
prompt the question, 
"What is it, anyway?" 
Therearefew visualcues. 
togivetheanswer.lfyou 
don’t know rooflines, 
then the Mariah's drop 
nose, widened rear 
flanks, and wing aren't 
likely to help. Buta prac- 
ticed eye will be able to 
tell where the foam-rein- 


and fifth cervical vertebrae 
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liner, and new power Recaro CSE seats. The fabrics and leather y, 
chosenfromanarray of suppliers the way one would stocka winecq 
— item by item according to quality and taste. 

Indeed, the quality of work invites personal inspection, Each ny, 
rior component is disassembled, fitted with its new leather coverin 
then put back together. Even the adhesive used behind the perforata 
door panels and headliner is dyed to match. You just can't bei 
Say body would go to these lengths to uppradea high-volume Japana 
sports car. But Design Energy has, and the attention doesn't stop a 
leather and textiles. The visual centerpieces of the interior area wooden 
Momo wheel and shift knob. They aren't the ideal driving componen 
because they tend to get slippery with sweat during vigorous manuey. 


ers, but you can’t beat them for atmosphere, That is precisely the id 


ls 


As Hagerty points out, the remodeled interior is intended to offer j 
‘occupants a more enjoyable, natural experience — with a minimum 
plastic hooey. 

Oh, and then there's the electronics laboratory mounted under the 
hood, in the dash, and beneath the tinted backlight. The Mariah is out 
fitted with the latest in 
Denon stereo compo 
nents anda remotesecu- 
rity alarm. This isn’t 
exactly Driving Miss 
Daisy, you know. The 
stereo alone has 30 
switches and buttons to 
enhance listening pleas 
ure and driving aggre 
vation. Why, on our trip 
: to Jalama we listened to 
"The Locomotion” by Kylie Minogue some 13 times before we figured 
ош that the CD player was set in the “repeat” mode. Anyway, the 
sound was superb. 

Not even Kylie's pseudo-punk-pop oratorio can drown out the 
sound of a twin-rotor Wankel under pressure. That's because the 
Mariah's special underhood electronics system increases the Turbo's 
boost pressureto 12 psi and the engine's output toa claimed 300bhp. 

long with reworking therotary'selectronic timing, injector, and boost 
тар» Hagerty зарын тей snoutmounted air-to-air intercooler 
ms significantly reduces the incoming air’s temperature. 

Аза ташу the Mode Six won't leave you all creased up Wih 
Wonk orto Во. The car gets down the road in a hurry, making quick 
Energy el Мала S-speed and 4101 limited-slip axle. (Design 
mph thes 52 seconds from 0 to 60 mph, and 13.6 seconds at 105 
test session) ter mile. Time limitations prevented a full SCI track 

ssion.) A free-flow exhaust system capped off with a pair of 


Supertrapp resonators produ. ^ 
sl no Boker emet ps Producesa satisfying, butlegal. hummm Theres 


SUSPENSION Mops 


The extra go-pow 
de 3 159 Power is well harnessed Бу a complement of suspen 
Бан ту tossed out the RX-7' stock shocks, springs, and 
алаад of la oe hfe units all around, Heavy-duty springs dP 
height, while tough ure- 
thane bushings keep the 
Suspension arms in line, 
Michelin's latest rubber, 
the Sport ХОТ Plus, is 
оше on Compomo- 
tive 17-inch composite 
Wheels in massive pro. 
Portions: 245/407R 
front, 315/35ZR rear. A 
strong dose of negative 


rear wheel camber, or the 
additional wheel offset, 

may contribute to the 

Mariah's unsettling ten- 

dency to hunt in a 

straight line. There's no | 
complaining about the 

Mode Sixs cornering 

otential, however. In 

Fre Santa Barbara Moun- 

tains, we encountered 

hairpins marked for five 

mph and sweepers that were good for a hundred. Once the Mariah 
turned in, stick was the operative word. 

‘Amazingly, the noise, vibration, and harshness ("NVH," in the 
language of platform engineers) is still acceptable for freeway work. 
Despite the cinched-down suspension, all semblance ofa civilized ride 
isnotlost. Wespenta limited amountof time ол the freeway — perhaps 
50 miles total — but that was enough to convince us that the modifica- 
tions are livable, even for a commuter. 

Of course, commuting implies that you're going to drive the Mariah 
somewhere and then go inside for eight to ten hours. That's probably 
not the best use of the scarlet Mariah, What we did with itis probably 
a litle closer. After leaving Design Energy (414 N. Salsipuedes, Santa 
Barbara, CA. 805-965-5115), we sprinted up to San Marcos Pass and 
over the mountains. Now, we wouldn't speed over San Marcos, al 


though thespaceshuttle could land onany ofitsstraightaways. Thanks 
to the luckless lot of the American driver, San Marcos has turned into 
ofa wrecking zone for cars these past years, and is now well patrolled. 
So we settled in, adjusted things, and generally got comfortable with 
the car. This is also where we got to hear that song 13 times. 


REPLICA BLONDES 

Weended up in Solvang. Solvang is important because it's а replica 
town, nota real town. For God's sake, there are replica windmills here. 
Replica Dutch doors, replica Dutch blondes, too. We shifted down and 
followed one into town. She was a Lycra-clad goddess in a CRX who 
obviously knew that her hair was her most importantasset. People visit 
Solvang for the same reason they go to adventure movies. To experi- 
ence something vicariously, something that’s not real but looks real. 
Arriving in an Austin-Healey 3000 replica would be perfect. 

Issimple posturing what the Mariah Mode Six зай about? Sure, it's 
bold, racy, and maybe even a bit opulent. It depends on your taste. But 
there is honesty in it. The Mariah uses real materials and real compo- 
nents and generally follows the real sports car protocol of form follows 
function. The worst thing you can say about it is that its rather 
expensive. So is good real estate and a good wine cellar. 

In the end, it was obvious. The Mariah Mode Six doesn't belong in 
Solvang, it belongs on an open coastal road. One that crests and falls 
and turnslikea wheeling condor. Because only there can a car be judged 
оп its own merits. And that’s how the Mariah came to be parked at 
Jalama Beach with its nose into the wind, staring out to sea, — SCI 
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THING youcan 
Moss Motors, Lid. rta alot 
supplies the parts needed theyalwaystarnoutwel 
by thousands of Anglo- One that might have described 


philes worldwide, Not only the Bash sports car industry of 
parts, but hope, too, John Ding Asvealiremember tom 
L. Stein takes a look at the FC. asiersen’sclasic,a geneti- 
California company that cally deficient little duckling 
has done a yeoman's growsupiokikassonthepoe 
куе ИЛ sional swan and goose circuit. Its 


a nice concept, as any skinny kid 
British sports cars of our ^ Win glasses and ug ere wil tell 


youth available—and you. Toobaditdidn’t work forthe 
Ч British sports car. 
re a „ыы 


MG Triumph and Austin-Healey 
grew just big enough to get slam 
dunked to thebottomofthe pond. 
Thevillins were anever-tighten- 
ing emission and safety net and 
consumer preference for other 
brands. (It probably didn't help 
thatthe cars were reputed to need 
on-board mechanics. What did 
peoplethink jump seats were for?) 

Now there are lots of British 
orphans scattered across the land. 
You probably know ofoneor two. 
А halfrotten MGB or Triumph 
ТЕЗ, cockpit overflowing with 
gardening tools and leaves, sit- 
"ing in a side yard. It seems these 
cars need a fairy tale just to live 
and breathe again. Fortunately, 
one exists. Itis Goleta, California. 
based Moss Motors, Lid 

Moss Motors provides tens of 
thousandsofpartsand assemblies 
to keep these ancient ducklings, 
and a few early Jaguars, up acd 
running. This didnt just happen 
overnight Back in post-war 1948, 
Alan Moss wasjustanother young 
California lad with time on ie 
hands and a penchant for speed 
He satisfied both with an MG TC. 
the buggy wheeled roadster that 

made a name for s 

in America, M 

Being a socialite as well as a 
ratherindustrious fellow, Al Mose 
made his place into the favored 
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hang-out for L.A/s early British 
sportscarcrowd.Itbecameknown 
that he had — or could get — just 
about any part a guy needed for 
his MG. One thing led to another, 
and before long young Moss had 
himself a fledgling car parts con. 
cern as well as an importer's li- 
cense for MG and Allard. Eventu- 
ally, Moss would expand the parts 
and accessories line to include 
Triumph and Austin-Healey. 

Sensing that he could base a 
lucrative mail-order operation 
outside of the Los Angeles area, 
Moss moved the parts business 
100 miles north to Goleta in 1963. 
Thenearby Pacificcoastand Santa 
Barbara Mountains provided a 
breathtaking setting as well аз 
plenty of good driving. 


‘THREE DECADES 

Nearly three decades later, the 
Moss phenomenon continues 
under the ownership of Chair- 
man/CEO Howard Goldman, а 
long-time friend of Al Moss. To 
fully understand how the com: 
pany is able to do well given the 
demise of marques it serves, one 
mustfirstunderstand the scope of 
the vintage British sports car 
‘market. Goldman estimates that 
there are some 250,000 post-war 
British carssurvivingin the United 
States alone. To put it in perspec- 
tive, that is roughly equivalent to 
an entire year’s production of 
Mustangs and Camaros, plus the 
number of golf balls Gerald Ford 
uses in a celebrity tournament, 

A short wag шэг 
grammar school math will tell you 
that all of those old cars are likely 
to eat up the world’s supply of 
Spares їп а hurry. That is, unless 
more are made. That's the Moss 
forte: Not only has Moss Motors, 
Ltd. managed to buy up large 
Supplies of NOS (New Old Stock) 
Parts worldwide, but it has ac- 
quired the rights to reproduce 


ually everything else. 

tually everything elser 
ranges from grille medallions for 
Austin-Healey 3000s to crank 
shafts for Triumph TR6s to com. 
plete leather interiors for Jaguar 
XK120s. With the arrival of a re- 
placement unibody for the MGB 
this year (seesidebar), evena total 
rustbucket can now be putbackin 
running shape. 

‘The Moss peoplearemorethan 
a little edgy about discussing the 
firm's revenues or net profit. One 
wonders why. After all, you can 
find out how much GM or Mss. 
Field’s Cookies made last quarter 
byreading Newsweek. Mossonly 
allows as how its slice of the vin- 
tage British car parts businessisa 
“multi-million dollar" affair. All 
told, according to Ward’s Busi- 
ness Directory, is a nice piece of 
pie. Moss Motors earns about $29 
million a year. 

Observing the efficient Moss 
system at work gives some idea 
how the big numbers can be 
achieved. Modern computer sc- 
enceallows Moss operatorstotake 
phone orders and set up COD ог 
creditcard payment from6:00a.m 
until 5:00 p.m. Pacific time each 
weekday, verify that the needed 
parts are in stock, and get them 
pulled, boxed, and to the freight 
door within 24 hours. Less, if 
you're desperate. Shippers 
and Federal Express live practi- 
cally next door and are well ac 
quainted with the Moss Motors 
loading zone. 

You don't need to rattle the 
office doors of Moss management 
for an explanation of the com 
pany's success. It's obvious when 
You see the operation. The ware: 
houses — there are two in the US 
— have some 26,000 commonly 
needed different partsattheread). 
Wandering down the brightly lt 
‘warehouse aisles is like coming 
home. In Goleta there are М0 


levels, 14rows wideand aslongas 
a Joe Montana touchdown pass. 
On the gray shelves are wonder- 
fal things from the past. Three 
kinds of knock-off mallets, 
chromed running board trim, 
Sprite valve covers wrapped in 
pages fromthe London Times. The 
famous names are here, too: Con- 
nolly, Lucas, Wilton Wool, SU and 
Girling. 

One time-tested Moss philoso- 
phy is that replica parts — every 
part — must be as good or better 
thantheoriginal. Whethersourced 
to Britain, the United States, or 
Pacific Rim countries for manu- 
facturing, the pieces are designed 
to look, fit, and perform to origi- 
nal specifications. 

This alone isa story worth tell- 
ing. How do youreproducea part, 
lets say a bumper brace from an 
MG TD, that has been out of pro- 
duction for nearly 40 years? 
Simple. There's a 1952 TD sitting 
under a car cover in one of the 
Moss warehouses. Likewise a 48 
TC, a Triumph TR4, and the 
500000% MGB, a black Jubilee 
Edition with less than 50 miles on 
the clock. Each of the Moss "com- 
pany” cars, or others available to 
the engineers here and overseas, 
serve asa genetic pattern for new 
parts. Nothing is reproduced by 
Moss otherwise 


“ 
One time-tested 
Moss philosophy is that 
replica parts — every part 
— must be as good or 
better than the original” 


DEVOUT STAFF 
Anotherasset is the staff. Sure, 
they know cars. Britishsports cars. 
They are not just people who got 
their jobs by reading Sunday's 
"Help Wanted” section. For ex- 
ample, take Carleen Wilhelm, the 
warehouse quality control super- 
visor. Her job is to check every 
order for proper content as it ar- 
rives at the end of the conveyor 
line. She is the Almighty of Cor- 
тесі Orders, Sure, anybody can 
count the number of lines on an 
invoice and match part numbers. 
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АТ. But Ms. Wilhelm knows the dif- 
he story is told of ference between ТАЗА and TR3B 
| a new groom who used his seboxlayshatbeaings and that 


х a Midget owner from Bippus, In- 
honeymoon as an excuse diana should really begeting one 


to drive from Ohio to do lefthand and one righthand 


| some shopping at Moss windscreen pillar gasket 

| for oil sump gaskets and Миланы Egune out how 

| the like. Trouble was that анец рат Active, 
| the groom, no doubt Moss goes to extraordinary 


inexperienced in the pecu- lengths to getthe right people. To 
liarities of the female breed, Jobs that, arguably, a hundred 


; gpl in (wn cond а 
had failed to inform НВ feat technici оа а 


ne bride of his real the company has hired and 
motive for the trip moved employees from as 
far away as Colorado, 


lina. This probably won't 
come as any surprise, but 
the 130 Moss employees at 
the Goleta facility (includ. 
ing boss Goldman) also col. 
lectively own some 65 Brit- 
ish sports cars. Employees 
are supported in the pursuit of 
their favorite hobby through dis 
counts on parts. 

Hiring out-of-state employees 
maybeonevayinwhichthe Moss 
reputation grows, There are oth- 
ers. It seems that the Goleta head- 
quarters, which also doubles as a 
retail outlet, is something of a 
destination for Anglophiles. Each, 
Year, as soon as Mr. Groundhog 
Starts looking for his shadow, the 
disciples pack up the XK, TR4A 


inform his new bride of his. 
olive forthe trip Hevery nary 
{his igit here By 


MARKETING 

‘Okay, suppose there are really 
aquatter ofa million vintage Brit 
ish sports cars in America, And 
that there is something, greater or 
lesser, that needs fixing on nearly 
every one. Not every owner is 
going to show up at the sales 
counter with a shopping list on 
his honeymoon. So how should 
Moss go about making sure each 
опе of those car owners knows to 
atleast pickup the phone and call 


forhelp? Theanswerisasdirectas 


a heat-seeking missile. Moss Mo- 
tors, Ltd. uses a marketing strat- 
egy that is nearly as sophisticated 
48 those used by The Sharper 
Image or American Express. 
With the help of its Burroughs 
mainframe computer, Moss has 
generated а list of approximately 
90,000 individuals with whom 
business has been conducted 
within the past two years, or who 
are known to own a British sports 
car. To these potential customers, 
Moss sends a quarterly tabloid 
newspaper dealing withelub new. 
and sale items, and a semi-annual 
Pricelist that includes announce 
ments of new parts, Catal 
Austin-Healey, Jaguar, MG, and 
Triumph parts are free upon re- 
quest. This, combined with sj 
Saly magazine ads, editonal 
coverage, and the 
ence of people like 


Moss ni 


decidedly to the fore, 
The company is marketing 
driven. As VP/General Manager 
Chris Kepler points out, “If Moss 
doesn’ttake these steps, somebody 
else will move in to do the job. Its 
competitive business.” But in 
fairness to Moss, the overall im. 
pression one gets is not that ofthe 
hungry marketing predator 
Rather, itis that the whole organi 
zation is head-over-heels їл love 
with British sports cars. 

Certain. achievements 
demonstrate this passion. 
Primary is the 1989 acqui 
sition of the Classic British 
Sports Car Group, seven 


leading English companies. 
involved in the Triumph. 
and MG spares business 
Now known as Moss Eu- 
торе, Ltd, this resource 
further improves the US. 
customer's access to hard 
to-find parts. In its pursuit 
of the perfect restoration, Moss 
has also acquired Classic Car 
Colors, a firm specializing in 
matching obsolete paints. And 
most recently, two British compe 
tition parts companies have been 
added to the fold. Vintage racers 
will soon thrill to the availability 
of racing engine and suspension 
Parts in the Moss catalogs. 

The future appears bright 
enough for the California com- 
Pany. As long as there are sports 
cars in the United States, there 
will probably be a demand Юга 
company like Moss Motors. For 
the simple reason that old cars — 
old British cars —are sure to need 
fixing. And even if they didn’t, 
they have a certain way about 
them, a way of becoming part of 
the family, like a stray dog you 
Want to buy toys for. Moss chai- 
man Goldman puts it succinctly, 
“The beauty of the English cary” 
saye “thatthe car needa 


WORD ON THE street is that Walt 
Disney is preserved in а frozen slum. 
ber, анд maybe Elvis, too. After being 
deep-sixed in the ice box an instant 
after death, they and others lie in wait 
for magic cures for their heart c 
tions, their addictions, and their wob- 
bly knees. 

Forthe happy-go-lucky MGB, that 
time has arrived. British Motor Heri- 
tage, an English concern dedicated to 
the preservation of post-war British 
sports cars, has just released a brand: 
new unibody for the MGB, complete 
with all sheet metal. The implications 
are enormous. Not to the Disney or 
Presley families, perhaps, but cer 
tainly to legions of MGB devotees 
faced with the grievous truth that 
their beloved roadsters have finally 
rusted beyond repair. Or been flat- 
tened by a Taco Bell delivery truck, 

In exchange for $3,995 plus ship- 
ping, Moss Motors, Ltd. (and any 
number of other Heritage outlets in 
North America) will deliver to your 
driveway one wooden crate contain- 
ing what amounts to а brand-new 
MGB. A brand-new MGB minus 
engine. Minus running gear. Minus 
interior. Minus paint. You get the 
idea, But the very fact that this recrea- 
tion exists is worth celebrating with a 
whoop. After nearlyadecadeofsearch- 
ing and haggling, British automotive 
archeologists secured some 750 of the 
original tooling pieces involved in 
making the MGB unibody and sheet 
metal. Fender dies, presses, and as- 
sembly jigs were taken from the rural 
Abingdon-on-Thames factory scrap 
heap and rebuilt in a sanitary new 
headquarters in nearby Faringdon. 

There, brand-new MGB unibod- 
des are being built today. “Shells,” 
Heritage calls them. What's more, 
they are being assembled by some of 
the same men that built the original 
МОВ: during its 18-year production 
Tun that began in 1962. Moss, a part- 
ner in the venture tells us the shellis 
meant for MGBs ranging from 1962 
101974. Inother words any destitute 
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“chrome bumper" MGB may be re 
born using the new unibody. (The 
later, rubber-bumpered "В favored by 
the DOT used diferent front and rear 
body stampings.) 

The idea, of course, is that you 
park your donor car and the new 
unibody side by side, then transfer the 
piecesoneata time. Sortoflikechang 
ing clothes from one mannequin to 


another. We reckon most owners 
toov'tdothingsquitesodirectly. Why 
bolt tired old components ontoa bean- 
tiful new shell? 18 the perfect oppor- 
tunity to build a fresh MGB from the 


cRYOGENICS 


What the B lacks in sophistication, it 


ground up. Or a fire-breathing spe- 
cial. Fagle-eyed buffs will notice that 
the пеш unibody has the appropriate 
bulges in the engine bay to accept a 
35 liter aluminum Buick/Rover Vê. 
Hell, why not a Ford 289? 


We WONDERED how long it 
‘would actually take to do the complete 
swap. A demonstration atan English 
car show had а “new” MGB up and 
running 72 hours after the first bolt 
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was turned on the donor car. That 
was by guys who had air wrenches, a 
well-stocked spares department, and 
olo knew their craft, On the other 
hand, an English magazine recently 
carried a story ofa bloke who spent 
3,000 hours making the swap all by 
‘his lonesome toa bare unibody. Moss 
Motors advises its US customers that 
a good mechanic can expect to spend 
“several weeks” doing the job — plus 
whatever lime is necessary to rebuild 
‘worn components. 

We had a chance to sample one of 
the "neu" MGBs in Southern Cali- 


fornia this spring. You know, nearly 
three decades after this car entered 
production, it still looks good. There 
really isn'ta bad line on the body. We 
carefully lowered the top and hopped 
in lf this duckling looked resplendent 
in its Tartan Red paint and chromed 
ire wheels, it was utterly inviting 
with its black leather interior red 
piping and Moto Lita steering wheel. 

Hasn't everybody driven orat least 
ridden in an MGB? Seldom does one 
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get the chance at one so new as this. 
Honestly, the car is perfect. The 
awkward three-point harness fastens 
crisply. The manual choke knob is 
pulled, then turned to lock in place. 
‘Thestarterisactivated. Uh, oh. There 
is that agricultural MGB exhaust 
note, shuffling out the tailpipe ike the 
sullen drone of your English litera- 
ture professor. Other sports cars of 
the period — particularly Alfas and 
Porsches — always did have the 
humble "В on acoustics 


THINGS IMPROVE with forward 
motion. The MGB steers lightly and 
crisply, ride and road isolation are 
exceptionally good, and power is 
adequate for outsprinting trafic or 
just sporting about. On the freeway, 
the engine turns a relaxed 3,240 rpm 
at 60 mpl. This particular car,a1972 
model, has overdrive attached to its 
allsynchromesh4-speed Pulling back 
the engagement lever drops 500 rpm 
off the tach for cruising. So equipped, 
you could cross the country in rea- 
sonable comfort. 

By contemporary standards, the 
truth is that the МОВ is no Car ofthe 
Year. It is to current sports cars as a 
hot air balloon is to a Citation jet. 
Both get you there, but the MG'S 
relaxed demeanor helps you savor the 
experience. There'samarginal heater, 
thre little windshield wipers to com- 
bat the Great Flood, and no radio. 


makes up for with charm. 

Thanks to the British Motor Heri- 
tagebodyshell, the world isassured of 
always having a few MGBs around. 
And affordable ones, at that. Moss 
tells us that a complete restoration 


SPORTS CLASSIC 


For a few brief years in the early thirties 


before the bean counters at Morris took 


те of Britain's most innovative and techni- 


he supercharged K-3 was the company's greatest 


їп in the Mille М 


ands of Та 


details 


Nuvolai 


Morris Garage’ 


ecil Kimber just wanted to 
offer something a bit 
porting and maybe generate a 


itle floor traffic at the Morris 


Garages' Oxford showroom. 
Kimber was the manager there, 


oa writer, an artist, 


and as it happened, the 
force behind what is likely the 
world's best loved 
company. TheMe 

vned dealership fc 
cars of the William Morris Con 
pany, located in nearby Cowley 

body (an open 

n)forthe Cowley, Morris’ base 
y was a sturdy, low-priced car, 
distingui: bull-nosed radiator. 
Kimber called 
Chummy and it sold well. When M 
wley Chummy, 


make a factory version of t 


Kimbe Morris Gara ve on to 


larger, more expensive cars. The M.G. Specials 
became Morris Oxford-based, and Vauxhull30/98- 
inspired. They sold well enough to the right people, 
who drove them to the right places. 

Morris’ expansion continued, and in 1927, he 
ey Co, and M.G.de 


d. Wol 


bought thebankrupt Wo 


‘opment took a decided turn up: had 


developed a wonderful 847cc overhead cam four 


that was put to use in Morris’ new Austin7 fighter, 


the Minor. Kimber soon drove a prototype, and 


knew that it would basis for a new small 


nest. 


and an outright 1 


John Retsek looks at the race record and the tech 
Photography by David Gooley. 


sports car. The М.С. Midget was 
an immediate best seller in Eng: 
land, with е 


cellent performance 


and a low price 
evolved a 
Supercharging wasadded and the 
ultimateracing Midget, theCtype 
Montlhery,” appeared in early 
1931. It was a beautiful and pur- 
poseful car, and served to inspire 
a whole new line of Midgets, the J 
series, introduced in 1932. The 
look of the Js was carried th 
s until the introduction of the MGA in 1954. 
Also in early 1931, Kimber introduced the Magnette 


K series. Evolved from the Magnas, these cars used 


an ШОСс overhead cam six developed from the 


Wolseley Hornet. 


ENTER THE K-3 

‘The fortunes of English race cars had fallen on 
hard times. The demise of Bentley had ended Eng- 
land's participation in first-to-finish battles in most 
international races, and most English racers were 
driving European cars in English events. Kimber 
had tried to build a Bentley substitute in 1930, the 
18/100Mark I butit suffered from lack ofdevelop- 
ment. Thesmall M.G. operation justdid nothave the 
money to see the “Tigress” project through to suc- 
cess. However, the Midget's 750cc wins and records 
indicated that МС. could now mount a serious 
effort in the popular П00ес class — the Voiturettes. 


Sports Car Internati 


1 pune 1990/47 


Supercharging had made the Т e c А : Be БА IL * 


Ї First dominated by the French 


а domi ота in the Midgets into interation the bod! 
Amir and Н айз тег Supercharger pioneer light (100 lbs, for 133 an 
сарона МС етапе supercharged M fame undersun 
FHelnpertanttonotethatin1952, 120. lt was the aras 

e ME боо had been racing баахан й 


nated K-2 There were, in typical ber liked 
MG .fashion.twoenginesand two idea of super 


transmissions available. The K-2 charge 
(K-B) had an ИООсс engine witha gave the okay t 
ynchro  K2.Itwasinte 
K.2(K-D) racer,butitstillfeaturedfulload« but as noted, not 1 


the K-shapedsstrutin 


ded to bea sports chassis. Simpleand relatively st 


dard 4-speed тк 


ne with the goingequipment likefendersand Тһе К.З suspension was 
| Wilson-ENV 4-speed pre-selector lights. However, VoituretteGrand typical M.G with flat 
| box featured in the rest of the K Prix racing was also planned — bound halfellip 
line. The K-2 was not a popular with the fe and lights re- around. The front beam axle was 


Hartfo 


two- controlled by 


ith only 16 of the K-Bs moved, but w 
¢ K-Ds sold. Despite seater 


and four of 
its sporty and handsome body: 
too slow to at 


from the king 
pins to thec 
sis. The live re 


iron piece, but it was 
by its sprin 


Hartford Adjustable Duplex 
shocks per side with their 

arallel with the axle side sleeves. 
A straightforward 
little to go wrong 


Voiturette racer. 


The special аш 
temporary racing nil 
to the Montlhery Midget 
eM C re Ansluminurbely 
pan was also fitted to red 
underbody drag. Thefrstcars 
slab fuel tanks with a sp 
mounted on the back 
post-World War I seri 
However, the 


featured a beautiful, streamlined 
cing tail that held a large 275 
gallon gastankand a 3.0 gallon oil 
ank, These racing bodies were 
also narrower than the slab tanl 
bodies, As development contin- 
ued, bodies got lighter and many 
Ks ended up with single seater 
bodies, the most notable being 
GET. Eyston’s Magic Magnette, 
also known as the EX 135. By. 
Ston’s car was also called the 


g, because it w 

3 газ painte 
own and cream colors of 
popular British candies called 
mbugs, although no comme 
sponsorship ог endorsement 


413 


brakes were soon re 


Heavy, fast cars need g 
ars need g 


kes, and the K-2's stand: 


aced by 1934 high-tech "scis 
sors" brakes that used 
by the inner 
the 


able and one 


outer casing. This effec 


vely doubled the force 
fapplicationand, соп, 
xd with roller cams 
operate the shoes, 
de for a fairly light 
hebrakedr 
electron (an 
m alloy) with 
in steel liners. 


n with adjust 


Great ca 
ment to make sure that the shoes 
rere properly centered im the 

so that even wear and 
imum contact area was 
sd. The brakes could 
hasmall wheel 
Up cor 
m worked wel 
But because ofits complex design, 


3 


was tal 


beadjustedabitw 


it required an expert hand. The 
an inside 19-inch wire 
ed with 475 section 


Another innovative chassi 


feature was thecam-type 
that used an M.G-patented d 
vided track rod layout. The drag 

rarmtothe 


attached toan 
tof the axle's center. Two short 


k rods were also attached to 


the idler. The idea was to reduce 
ack with no loss of feel or 


kickbs 
accuracy. Like the brakes, it 
nplex and expensive systen 


N it seemed worthwhile, 


The ks 108 six cylinder 
заг designs used in some 
ошен rather crude. Thehesd 
Nd block crankcase were high 
lromium cast оп, and the ma- 
lined and balanced crankshaft 
Vom four plain bearings. Alloy 
fv plain bearings. The bore was 
Siam (228 inc) and the stroke 
Tim (2.84 inc) The head wasa 


too, because 


12 port single overhead cam de- Anda good 
sign with two vertical valves per the supercharger could almost 
cylinder, each with thresprings. triple the engine's power output 
They were operated by fingers Both Power Plus #9 and Marshall 
he bottom of the cam. #85 blowers were fitted, both 

spiral be Shaft and universal joints. The 
tof the engine. The gen. Power Plus was geared to 3/4 
or wasalso builtintothecam engine speed, but the Marshall 
The water pump was ran at 1 Both were Roots types, 
Power Plus used 

the Marshal twin vanes. 
Power Plus with 14- 
ing, and the Marshall, 
with 12-14 Tos, for road 
racing, Both produced 
about 12 pounds of 
boost, with а 5751 


compression ratio. A fuel 


16 lbs. of 


mix of 25 percent ethyl 

gasoline and 75 percent 

yacrossshaftatthefront benzol was required. Output at 
was the B.T.H. these specifications was over 100 

gneto. horsepowerat6,300rpm, butover 


asfulbrace, 120 horsepower was possible by 
mk — at first in tuning for exotic fuel blends and 
2.0gallons),thenlaterin raising the compression ratio. 
gallons) — and a A single SU carburetor was 
ibbed cast elektron normally used, but twin carbs 
p.Thelevelwas were tried. The whole blower/ 
ed out in 


by an automatic float carb assembly was ca 
feed, and the system used а large frontofthecam between the frame 
mp driven off the dumbells. Itcertainly seemed уш. 
shaft and a fine Tecalemit  nerable, but there was nowhere 
filter. This was a heavy duty sys- else to putit. If you hit something 
and it served the engine and hard enough to damage the 
rcharperwellBecausethe blower, you likely would have 
am cover extends forward to damaged the front end enough to 
enclose the cam driveshaft and гейге the car anyway. Another 
ginelookslongerthan good reason for the forward posi- 
Dee six should be. However, tion was that the coolest possible 
y engine, like eve- intake air was used, an important 

consideration on high-boost su- 
percharged engines. The induc- 
tion pipe from the supercharger 
to the intake was also finned, but 
not enough to act as a real inter- 
cooler. The fuel was fed by SU 
electric pumps except in full race 
tune, when the car ran without a 
battery and a hand pump was 
used. The fuel system also used a 
Kigass spray to assist in starting 
by squirting gasoline directly into 
the intake. 

The M.G. “Light Six,” as the K 
series engine was called, was 
developed partly because Kimber 
wanted to use the Wilson-ENV 
pre-selector gearbox. The friction 
bands that select the gears also 
serve to take up the drive, but do 
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est were raced — raced better per ез made this a first c 


las e 


low rpm Ifidlespeed is components could ever s 


soonh 
Its weight was well carried 


too high, "preselectorcreep" sets 

in, hence a low smooth idle is balanced, and the source of n 

required. In the days before rub- of its strength — strength 
lowed it to use its superch 


and he was able to get 


haps than any other 00сс cars 
1.G. Midget f 


Serge 


before or since. 


ve ang 


RACE RECORD 


L 
urani 
bi Lord Howe, the old man of 


and another Ben 
ghadjustaboutgiven driver, Bernard Rubin, co.q 
His per- with Birkin. Lord Howe 


ittle concern in a power with outstandin 
race d easy ity. Depending on the body, British raci 
shiftsoftheWilsonmadeitagood ing weight was between 1,500- up racing B 
rackThegearswere 1,800 Ibs. The wheelbase was 88.5 sonal stable included Caracciola's 
a lever running in. and the track a wide (for the 1929 Tourist Trophy-winning 
Жа straight serrated quad- time) 48. Mercedes 38-250 and a 17! 

4 engaged by a foot pedal. сате in one color, Brit Alfa Romeo. But the K-3 gave! 
h was required, and the green (any M.G. color o decided to ent 
driver could keep both hands on ‘ould be special-ordered) r team in the 1933 Mille 
the wheel during cornering that ching leather seats. There lerable re 
required up or downshifts and  wasnospeedometer, butthed: 

Wilson-ENV boxes were fitted on лаз лей withacompletearr 


ha "mi 


е K-3's competition аец 
jerin the 1933 Mon. 
whereG.R.W. y 


ia. Howe's consi 
i ht 


em. And, Of course, Ше mos ftted witha Brooklands Silencer 
components oftheK they were —notrenliyamufferatali— and 
also heavy Werequied fale 

The completed car was much race car sold for 75 


water temperature, and 


won the Mont des Mules hil 


sectio 
dub Һе 
Miglia, perh 


car had also run: 


Howe's exacting preparation and 
the inherent strength of the K3 
ing, the М.С. team 
was a long shot against the expe- 
rienced Italian 1100cc teams from 
Maserati. Birkin 
ing to an early 
and the opposition 
Started to blow up trying to stay 

h the flying K-3. After the first 
330 miles, Birkin had a consider- 
able lead in class, but the car soon 
dropped a valve. GET. Eyston 
and Johnny Lurani wentontowin 
the 1100cc class and were the first 
tofinish therace— thefirsttimein 

е Mille Miglia that an l100cc car 
Was not overtaken by a big car 
starting later. Lord Howe and 
Hugh Hamilton finished second, 
а minute behind, Birkin/Rubin 
also finished on five cylinders —а 
tribute to the K-3's strength and 
Birkin’s perseverance. The M.GS 
captured theteam prize—noothet 
team had more than one car run- 


iat, Bianchi, and 


lead in class, 


ning. Notsincetheglory of Bentley 
at LeMans had English racers 
looked this g he winner's 
time of just over 18 hours was a 
class re ai first 


Mille Miglia the 


tactics orchestrated 
hisgirlfriend Joan (1 
his wife), who served as his К.З. 
34 Mille Mi 
wever, the first 
lierin the 
m finished third 

tional Tro- 
oklands. (Lo 
һ and Hall si 
ond.) Also, Psyc -К8 
ace Whitney Straight's girlfriend 


co-driver 


1 


Altha 


did well driving Straight’s car 
inwomen'seventsin 1933.Straight 


himself won the l100cc class in the 


Coppa Acerbo by 0.20 seconds 
over a Maserati. 
TheK-3'smostexciting victory 
the 1933 Ulster Tourist Trophy, 
came in the hands of an Italian, 
Tazio Nuvola: 
never driven a car with a pre- 
selector gearbox, but soon he 
began breaking lap records. He 
passed Hamilton's M.G. Midget 
forthelead, but continued to push 


g records lap aft 
lapand winning the fastest 
TT ever, with Hamilton a close 
second. Nuvolari’s record stood 
for 17 years. Nuvolariloved the K- 
3, and although he never raced 
опе again, he became part of its 
legend. So did many of Britain's 
finest drivers. Richard Seaman, the 
talented young racer who later 
drove for the Mercedes-Benz 
Grand Prix team, competed in a 
K3. Like all racing cars, the K-3 
was modified, improved, and 
bastardized. As noted, many got 
Special Monoposto bodies. Huge 
Superchargers with boosts above 
20 Ibs. were fitted to engines with 
custom cranks, pistons, and rods. 
The scissors brakes were replaced 


with hydraulics, and the K-35 
continued to win П00сс г 
the fifties. Т 


of vintage events, 
М.С. stopped racing in 1935. 
The William Mortis Co. had be 
come the Nuffield Organization, 
M.G./Morris' new man 


'oduction engi- 
neer— closed the M.G. 
design and racing de- 
partment. The Wolse- 
ley-based overhead 
cam engi 


dropped — too expen 
sive — and Morris 
pushrod units speci 
fied forall М Сз. Kim. 
ber 


unned, but 
bout making 
a new breed of MGs with the 
samededicationthat produced his 
racersand record breakers. TheK- 
3nevergotachance toevolveinto 
the Grand Prix car it almost was, 
but it stands as M.G’s unique 
contribution to the world's great- 


by Gary Byrd, a Voiturette lover 
who also owns an Amilcar CGSs 
(SCI, September 1988) Itis not one 
of the original 33 K-3s, but 
absolutely historically correct car, 
down to its scissors brakes. It is 
street licensed, but із also raced in. 
vintage events. It is tuned to run 
ongasoline,butit’sstillafastl00cc 
car;according to Byrd, it's “as fast 
asagood MGB.” Byrd reports that 
the Wilson gearbox makes fast 
shifts and that the scissors brakes 
stop thecar quickly and smoothly 
is a wonderful car to 


"It reall 
drive and race.” 
‘And а beautiful one to look at 
every detailis perfect with little 
things like the cable that holds the 
tailinplaceand theoriginalequip- 
ment M.G. steel braided fuel lines 
snaking outofthe huge filler caps, 
the louvered hood and leather 
strap, and the Brooklands wind- 
screen. You see just enough of the 
mechanicals — the exhaust, the 
suspension, the top of the SU carb 
next to the bulge of the super 
charger — that the body seems 
just barely able to contain the 
strength and power of all that 
complex machinery. One could 
Jook at the K-3 for hours and still 
not see it all —o tire of looking. 

sci 
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COMPETITION 


For motorsports journalists, the racing season it 
2 ч season begins with the Charlotte Motor 
‘Speedway Winston Cup Media Tour. Writers, photographers, and television and radio 


broade 


casters board buses that carry them to race car shops all over the Carolinas. 


They attend seminars on such subjects as the future of NASCAR racing and pit 
Ї ure р stop 
They oat, rink, and become merry at breakfasts, bunches, and dinners ший the siars of 
port. Ultimately, they are the guests of mastermind promoter and Charlotte 
‘Motor Speedway Vice President Humpy Wheeler. By Jonathan Ingram. 
Photography by Mike Slade. 


torsports circuit is betterknownas 
the NASCAR Winston Cup series. As 
with most racing series, this one is like 
а small town that moves from place to 
place, race to race. The Winston Cup is 
different, however, because nearly all 
ofthe participants reside between races 
and seasons near one large Southern 
town — Charlotte, North Carolina. 
While NAS- 
CAR's offices and. 
biggest race may be 
located in Daytona 
Beach, its home is 
really in the Caroli- 
nas. There, stock 
carracing was bom 
in the glimmer of 
moonshine,and the 
first races were between bootleggers 
driving 40 Fords out of the mountains 
and government agents armed with 
shotguns. Nowadays, the fastest men 
in the Carolinas haul Winston Cup race 
cars out of this neck of the woods in big, 
rigs with multi-million dollar sponsors. 
Within a hundred miles of the Queen 
City, one can find nearly every major 
stock car racing team’s shops. 
‘US motorsports journalists spend at 
leastone weeka уеагїп! theCarolinasas 
rests of a guy called “Humpy.” To 
find the ets ‘host and founder, one 
must enter the Taj Mahal of US mo- 
torsports, otherwise known as the 
Charlotte Motor Speedway. The shim- 
mering edifice of the Smith Tower 
stands where only 14 years before was 
a sinkhole of mud behind a row of 


open-air grandstands originally builtin 
1960. The Tower is a symbol of how far 
and how fastthe sport of stock car racing 
has grown. Inside, thereisa handsomely 
appointed Speedway Club, offices, luxu- 
rious sky boxes, air-conditioned club 
level seating, covered grandstands, and 
even condominiums overlooking Turn 
One. 

While majority stock holder Bruton 
Smith is the business. 
engine behind the 
1.5-mile Charlotte 
oval, Vice President 
Н.А.  "Humpy" 
Wheeleristhedriver. 
As one might expect, 
Wheeler is an ener- 
getic man. Short in 
stature, Wheeler has 

the aggressive bearing of what he once. 
was, a bantamweight boxer. Under his 
blond hair, the electric blue eyes often 
have the faraway look of a guy whose 
mind is on the future, A one-man think 
tank the former journalist and Firestone 
PR man is a schemer and a dreamer. 

Wheeler is famous for two things: 
making predictions about the sport of 
stock car racing, then making those 
predictions come true. 

While he was still a Firestone Tires 
PRrepresentative, orexample, Wheeler 
predicted the present modern state of 
the Charlotte facility in an article writ- 
ten 15 years before it became reality 
Wheeler correctly anticipated 20 yea 
ago races that pay $200,000 to win — 
which is what the winner of The Win- 
stonall-tar race at Charlotte took home 


Sports Car International June 1990/87 


in May. He also predicted speeds 
of 200 miles per hour. And that 
second generation drivers would 
become some of the sport's big- 
gest stars. This when Dale 
Eambardt, Davey Allison, and 
Kyle Petty were still toddlers. 


HUMPY 

As befitting a man of blue sky 
thinking, Wheeler's office is in a 
comer of the top floor of the Smith 
Tower, surrounded by glass on 
two sides overlooking the track. 

The Media Tour began during 
one of Wheeler's think tank ses- 
sions with his staff. It was sug. 
gested that the trackinvite writers 
fromalloverthecountry to attend 
what would be much like an off 
Seasonconvention. The only prob- 
lem being that it would promote 


the season's first race — the Day- 
tona 00. Charlotte's first Winston 
Cup date isthe Coca-Cola 600 on 
Memorial Day weekend. 

“1 said, That's good,” recalls 
Wheeler. “Because the Daytona 
500 is the best thing we have to 
promote ticket sales. Wesell more 
tickets after the Daytona 500 than 
any other time of year.” 

Wheeler, whose present facil- 
ity holds 100,000 comfortably, may 
have sold more stock car racing 
tickets than any man alive, He has 
his methods. He once promoted 
his World 600 race into the same 
headlines as the Indy 500 for two 
weeks by the ruse of having a 
PanelofNASCARstardrivers vote 
оп whether Janet Guthrie could 
enter thestockcarraceifshefailed 
to qualify at Indianapolis. It was a 
preposterous notion, since quali- 
fied drivers are free to enter as 
they please. But Wheeler was skill. 
fully riding the ragged edge be- 
tween the departure of chauvin- 
ismand theartivalofthe women’s 
liberation movement. 


Behind the scenes, Wheeler 
ensured Guthrie could race at 
Charlotte by acquiring a race car 
for her and persuading a local 
woman banker to stand in as the 
team owner, Then he prayed 
Guthrie would fail to qualify at 
Indy —to better boost attendance 
at his event. The vote e driv- 
erson the special panel, of course, 
was pre-determined by Wheeler 

Зо Humpy was among the first 
'geingly embrace the idea 
ofa woman driver meaning more 
women fans — and more ticket 
sales. Just as he was the first to 
embrace the idea of better facili- 
ties making stock car racing more 
amenable to not only women, but 
the upper-middle class. 

Wheeler succeeds because he's 
not selling the oil of 
snake, buta triedand 
true formula. "The 
stock car is the least 
expensive racecar in 
themarkettoday,"he 
says. “No on-board 
computers or on- 
board air jacks, 
rything is simple 
What has been do: 
isthetheory of keep- 
ingitsimple. And the 
costs have been kept 
down. If a driver 
wrecks a Formula 
One car, it's like los- 
ing a villa on the French Riviera, 
We've kept the drivers relatively 
safe, but above all we've kept the 
excitement of close racing. 

“Like it or not, what drives the 
American sports market is con- 
tact. Look at the NBA where eve. 
rything is legal underneath the- 
basket. The NFL is the greatest ex- 
ample of controlled mayhem that 
wehave. They'vedone 
а good job of dressing 
itupandtyingribbons 
onit” 

Wheeler is just 
Warming to his favor- 
ite subject. “What 
NASCAR is doing 
With simple rules 


sudden, designersinsteadofas. 
ers are taking over as the basis wr 
rule making and then a sport he 
comes too complicated." 


PURE 
AMERICANA 

It is clearly the emphasis on 
drivers that has created a near 
cult following among the legion, 
ofstock car fans. And not surpris. 
ingly, Wheeler believes he knows 
why. “One of the answers to why 
the sport is so popular and draw. 
ing so many fans is that. 

we're the last form of racing i 
this country that is purely Ameri. 
can,” he says. "There's not a part 
on these cars that is not made in 
America. And thedriversaremore 
scandal-free than any of the other 

athletes today. We 
don’t have stars that 
таре co-eds or snort 
cocaine and all the 
other foul things 
now in the sports 
pages every day 
T think there are 
enough Americans 
who want role mod- 
els,” continues 
Wheeler. “Richard 
Petty isa throwback 
to the thirties and 
forties. He doesn't 
do anything wrong. 
He doesn’t run 
around. He doesn’t drink — ex- 
ceptfor anoccasional glass of wine. 
And we're free of the labor prob- 
lemsthathaveaffected every other 
sport in the US.” 

Armed with Wheeler's Stateof 
Stock CarRacing address, the tour 
awaits. One of the stops this year 
isLevelCross, N.C., homeofPetty 
Enterprises. The larger than life 
Portrait of "King Richard" that 
greets entrants to the Petty Enter- 
prisecompoundisareminderthat 
the man isan icon in his own time. 
Not only is he revered by a multi- 
tude of fans, but every participant 
in the sport would likely kiss one 
ОН seven championship гїп if 
he asked. He's the Babe Ruth of 
the sport, the man whose popu- 
larity lifted it from a country 
bumpkin gametoits present high” 
rolling status where the Winston 
Cup champion now takes home 2 
check of $1 million froma banquet 
in New York City. 

Of all the stops on the tour, 
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there isan extra air of excitement 
about this one. Wearing his tradi- 
tional wraparound sunglasses, 
Petty has theeasy-going charisma 
bom of self-confidence as well as 
200 career victories and seven 
championships. His father, Lee, 
earned three NAS- 
CAR titles before 
him. He enjoys his 
fame, but is not con- 
sumed by it, wear- 
ing it as easily as his 
feathered hats. 

Theman who can 
do no wrong, in the 
words of Wheeler, is 
doing something 
wrong in the minds 
of many. Нез spoil- 
ing a lifetime of suc- 
cess by the last five 
consecutive seasons 
without a win. Sit 
ting in the museum 
of Petty Enterprises, 
surrounded by a Plymouth Su- 
Perbird, a Dodge Charger, scads 
of trophies, and a huge Chrysler 
hemi-headed engine, the emo. 
tional question is begged: is Petty 
маш museum pie? Has the 
sport he so magnificently he 
Би pad Rm by? ee 
King’sera over? 7 

Affer a splendid lunch of hick- 
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ory-smoked North Carolina bar- 
beque, whichistopig whatmoon- 
shine is to corn, Petty is prepared 
fora detailed answer at long last 
on whyhedoesr'twishtorelireat 
age52. There isa hush among the 
gathered, uh, congregation 

“The further 
down they get me, 
the further from my 
mindany retirement 
gels,” says Petty. “If 
1 get back on top, 
then that may 
change. 

"When I retire, 1 
want something to 
fallbackon,"hecon 
tinuesin his smokey 
drawl. “Rightnow if 
I retire, the business. 
isnot whereit needs 
to be. We're trying 
to get it to where it 
‘anfunction without 
Richard Petty.” 

The interview is a revelation 
for many members of the media. 
Most arrived with doubts about 
Petty due to some pathetic show- 
ingson thetrackin 1989, where he 
failed to qualify four times. But 
Petty talked about a new engine 
Program, which enabled him to 
Tun 194 miles per hour at Day. 
tona, a team re-organization, and 


his new training regimen, Mostly, 
Petty was just his charismatic self, 
When the buses are re-boarded, it 
seemsasifvictory 201 is no longer 
impossible. “The King” of NAS- 
CAR lives after all. 


SPRING TRAINING 
And that’s what the media tour 
is all about — a sort of spring 
training for stock car racing. A 
promotional device where hope 
springs eternal for drivers, teams, 
manufacturers and, above all, 
sponsors. Sponsors that now 
spend up to $10 million per year 
topromotetheirproductsthrough 
NASCAR's premier series. 

Itused tobe considered impos 
sible for someone outside of the 
South, or outside of the stock car 
fraternity, to make it big in the 
sport. Bill Elliott and his Georgia 
brothers Dan and Ernie proved 
you could join the fraternity in a 
big way without working a single 
day for any other team. Up the 
Toad from Level Cross, another 
Buy is proving youcanmakeitbig 
in this sport without a drawl. 

When team owner Jack Roush, 
his driver Mark Martin, and team 
manager Steve Hmiel greet the 
tour, itlooks more like a post-race 
meetingat Hialeah with three guys 
who should be holding saddles 


O S f eee 


and wearing silks. Each of g, 
hoversaround five feet tall pe 
just their second year as a E 
the three principles of Rot 
stock car team have estaba 
themselves as big threats to" 
every Sunday. Driving Ford.” 
derbirds, Martin won his jp 
in October last year, and fina? 
third in the Winston Cup chase! 
onship point standings. 9^ 
The team’s big, if not tall ag, 
vantage is Roush. He buil 
human racing syste: 


mS — tea 
and engines with equal genius 
The former drag racer and Fond 
engineer is a classic example t 
racing has always beena Romei 
misfits with outsize mental ability 
and excess physical energy. ity 
theonly environment where some 
geniuses can be comfortable. 50, 
after beating everything in sight 
in the SCCA’s Trans-Am and 
IMSA’s GTO classes as a Ford fac- 
tory representative, Roush went 
looking for another challenge. 
Опе reason Roush has taken 
the Winston Cup series by storm 
is that he has more dynos in his 
engine development facility out- 
side Detroit than Richard Petty 
hasSTPPontiacracecars. Muchof 
the work there is devoted to con- 
tract work for manufacturers. But 
the work that captivates Roush 
concerns the age-old 358 cubic 
inch, carbureted Ү8 used in his 
oval-bound Thunderbirds. “What 
Itry to dois get the guysin Detroit 
torespond to what we learn down 
here as quickly as possible,” ex 
Plains Roush. “And we leamed 
somethings thatotherteamscould 
not leam.” 

Roush enjoystheanti-deluvian 
NASCAR rules of the tube-frame 
cars. "There's no other series in 
the world that gathers the fan at- 
tention that this one does ata frac 
tion of thecost,” he says. “The cost 
of the hardware is minimal. We 
won the IMSA GTO champion- 
ship last year and the program 
ost three times as much.” 

The contrast between the old 

Petty Enterprises — and 


Roush's new Folgers-sponsored 
teams significant. NASCAR may 
Stick to a tried and true formula 
but an age of specialization and 
Sophistication is already under- 
Way with men likeRoushonhand. 
Or like Alan Kulwicki, a college 
graduate from Wisconsin who 


first Winston Cup race in 
ving his own Zerex Ford 
erbird. Increasingly, 

eers will play a 
hooled engineers will play 
school ies will participants from 
outside the Old South. 


CHARLOTTE 

Tt is still likely, however, that 
most of them will have headquar- 
5 near Charlotte. Other stops 
onthe tour include visits with the 
teams of defending Winston Cup 
champion Rusty Wallace, three- 
time champ Darrell Waltrip, Cale 
Yarborough Petty’sson Kyle and 
Kulwicki, among others. By the 
thetour’s threedaysare over, 
nearly every driver on the circuit 
has been available for an inter- 
view and 12 shops have been vis- 
d. Inaddition tobeing so Ameri- 
can in mechanical make-up and 
driver participation, the sport is 
typically American in its open. 
ness and honesty 

Meanwhile, Humpy Wheeler 
is looking farther down the road. 
He will introduce a Russian-built 
Lada thrill show prior to his May 
race direct from Moscow complete 
with Russian drivers. “Sort of an 
Ivan Chitwood review,” he says 
with a smile 

What Wheeler really has in 
mindisanintemational series built 
on the American oval racing con- 
cept. “Who knows how many 
major car companies we're going 
to have eventually?” he asks 
"There may be only sixorsevenin 
theworld eventually. Just recently 
there was the the merger of Ford 
and Jaguar. It would be nice to see 
a Jaguar sitting out there next toa 
Chevy or a Ford. But only if we 
can do itwithin the confines ofthe 
way the rules work now. We stil 
have another American manufac- 
turer not out there, Chrysler. Га 
like to see them init 

“What I would like to see from 
a promoters standpointis to have 
Your cake and eat it, too,” contin- 
ues Wheeler. “Have six or seven 
‘ompaniesfromallover the world 
sitting down there ready to take 
the start of the Coca-Cola 600. We 
already have the flags up from 
every country where racing takes 
Place outside at the entrance.” 
Wheeler pauses, then adds with 
justifiable authority and excite- 
ment: ^L can't wait to seeit” SCI 


RESULTS&RUMORS 


SENNA, PROST WIN, ALESI SHINES 

10 the World Championship season opener at 
Phoenix, the establishment came out on top, but 
some upstarts made their presence known. Ayrton 
Senna won in the McLaren-Honda yet again, but the 
grid and results featured several surprises. Jean Alesi 
led the race from fourth on the grid in his Tyrrell-Ford, 
then had the galltore-pass Senna one corner after the 
Brazilian took the lead! The young Frenchman took 
‘Second place. Although he did not finish in the points, 
Surprising Pierluigi Martini started second on the grid 
inhis Minardi-Ford behind Gerhard Berger's McLaren- 
Honda on pole. Berger failed to finish as did the 
Ferraris of Alain Prost and Nigel Mansell, but Nelson 
Piquet showed spark in his Benetton-Ford debut, 
finishing fourth, 

in the season's second race at Interlagos, Brazil 
Prost took his first win for Ferrari, setting up a possible 
‘season-long joust with ex-McLaren teammate Senna, 
who collided with Satoru Nakajima while leading. A 
full season preview of the Formula One scene wi 
appear in the next issue of SCI. 


NISSANS TRIUMPHANT 

The Nissan Performance Technology team ex- 
tended its IMSA Camel GT winning streakto three with 
victories at Sebringss 12 Hour and at Road Atlanta. 
Bob Earl and lishman Derek Daly won the venerable 
Sebring event in the Nissan GTP ZX-Turbo on St 
Patrick's Day. Former CART and Formula One driver 
Daly thus scored his first victory since a Formula Two 
race in 1979. At Road Atlanta, Geoff Brabham and 
Daly held off stiff competition rom Jaguar and Toyota. 
Seeking his third championship on the trot, Aussie 
Brabham returned to the Camel GT points lead ahead 
ot Jaguar drivers Davy Jones and Jan Lammers. 
Despite the success of the current car designed in 
1988, Trevor Harris new Nissan 90 chassis is sched- 
uled to be racing in May. 
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season. 


— KYLE — WINS RECORD PURSE 

Kyle Patty dominated the North Carolina Motor 
Speedway towin a record NASCAR purse of $294,450 
afer staring on the pole. His car owner, Felix Sa- 


bates, promptly rewarded him with a Rolls Royce! 
Patty's record winnings resulted from a $228,000 
bonus paid by Unocal 76 gasoline to any driver able 
to win a Winston Cup race from the pole; the bonus 
pays $7,600 per race and “rolls over" unti a driver. 
collects it. The victorin the Peak Pontiac was the third 
career win for the 29-year-old son of Richard Petty 
Dale Earnhardt asserted his bid for a fourth Win- 
лоп Cup championship by winning back-to-back 
races on the superspeedways of Atlanta and Darling- 
ton in his Goodwrench Chevy Lumina. The good ol 
stars ran Goodyear radial tires at Darlington forthe 
first ime. Prior to the Atlanta race, Jack Roush ost the 
appeal of his team's $40,000 fine for winning the 
Richmond race with an illegal carburetor spacer 


HOOSIER TO RETURN? 

Hoosier Tire President Bob Newton said success. 
ful experiments with new synthetic fibers from DuPont 
will enable him to return to NASCAR Winston Cup 
racing with radial tires to do battle once again with 
Goodyear. The maverick racing tire company owner, 
who stunned motorsports with his success in 1988 
versus established Goodyear, predicted the return of 
the company by 1991 in a joint venture with General 
Tire. Hoosier already has a marketing agreement with 
General Tre, which is introducing Hoosier brand 
performance radial for streetcars. 


MEARS HITS 221 AT INDY 

Ininitial testing of the Penske PC-19 Chevy cars at 
Indianapolis, Rick Mears recorded a top lap of 221 
mph. Neither of Mears’ Marlboro "superteam" co- 
hors, Emerson Fitipaldi or Danny Sullivan, tested on 
the 25-mile oval. None of the other teams testing at 
the Speedway in March recorded speeds higher than 
215 mph. Among those testing was convert Eddie 
Cheever, who turned 212 mph in Ganassi Racing's 
РС-18 Chevy. "From what I've seen, CART does its 
utmost to make sure the racing remains competitive,” 
said the Formula One veteran. “Just he idea of having 
an engine that’s not 60 horsepower down, tke mine 
was in Formula One, is enough to give me the oomph 
to scrape the bottom of the barrel” 


BRUNDLE, RAHAL JOIN IROC 

The fied for the first season of IROC racing In 
Dodge Daytonas was completed with the addition of 
Marin Brundle and Bobby Rahal to the starting line- 
up for the opener at Talladega. They join Rusty 
Wallace, Darrell Waltrip, Mark Martin, Al Unser, Jr. 
Danny Suflvan, Geoff Brabham, and defending titist 
Terry Labonte, 


CART CHOOSES NEW PRESIDENT 
A Wiliam Stokkan became the unanimous choice 
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Schultz couldn't positively iden. and we'll go there and just getan- 


“Yeah,” Todd said shyly. "Bu 
Todd was a Мерютамас tify the missing lounge furniture | Iwas, 


b attracted all sorts of attention b atexplained the tweeds, but 
Chesterton Todd Ward IV, scion other set. Thad tolieand tell the girl Iwas 25. ion, but ^ Thatexplained the twee 


: a а ee we were used to that by now. hat the hell were they doing 
as his. | Hi how? We d-don't h-have Uncle Brotherton hag’ > y what the hell were they 
| ofa proudold New Haven family, 2088 т к ¢ join е “H-Hey. Ststop. There” here? I figured the best tactic was 
poking have poi geet Hets5porti Ge Cin ; d ere? I figured the best tactic 
would dreamwalk through War- aus ens re vt bom ld ape we can баа Meis s m Ch See's кш futur se that ийм MEE te ul 
| wick Shopper's World and come а 5 room set, | мё, A ll think x couldn'thavechanged much since. “Well, Mr. Mur-phy, it's like 
| ош with a pocketful of curtain ve asked innocently. te furniture fim Te TE Priel atthe curb wasashiny бе thirties. The facade was уе. this, We were playing s harmless 
| hooks, two tins of shoe polish, “All semester,” said Toda, of something. First we'll needa black Mustang fastback with gold low brick there baspa о 
three lady's linen handkerchiefs, 1 see. Well, next week, over 


уме aN ANY prank, got ourselves in trouble 
; car jo haul the stuff” ent эре down the middle, five- lucent plastic over the windows with Dean Schultz, and only you 

| а crescent wrench, а bag of mints, Easter Break, we're going tocheck А car? B-but we ha haven't spoke Cragar wheels and “GT to keep the sun from fading the can help us out” 
| six pairs of plastic earrings, and This month we again meet up with our three favorite every room in this college. 1 hope had a c-car since Un-uncle 350H” decals on the rocker pan- furniture and hand-lettered signs “College pranks! 1 love ‘em.” 
| an Elvis Presley photo album. : : for your sake that there are tro cls, Why, it even had racing seat that screamed "NO MONEY Mr. Murphy's polite smile tarned 
| Unfortunately,myotherroom- оу League freshmen. With the help of a Shelby GT350H | identical sets of furniture, one in “Exactly I’sabouttimewehad belts a fake wood steering wheel, DOWN" and “FINAL CLEAR- up another {00 watts to incandes- 
mate, the musical prodigy Jason your room and one in the Olne some wheels aroun " We andhood pins. Andadecalunder ANCE, EVERYTHING MUST om "Wi е ied 
| Mildstein, had an older brother ТЄШ car and a redhead named 3-D who can street race | ос lounge. Because if on, Stood in thoughtful silence ога theradiothatread“Thisvehidels OO" HIN ni “Why, one time my brother 
| who'd also gone to Brown. And = ай yk АГ, сал only assume that you Jong minute. equipped with competition _Acrowd of guys Nobby Hort- 
| Tun be inherited a aster ay with the best, our hapless collegians avoid joining ranks bave my furniture” Dean Schulte U-Uh. I h-have Un-Un- brakes.Heavierühannormalbrake  inblackleather jack- whistle’s Model A 
that opened every door on cam- à 2 6 1 leaned a bit clos " Joc...his c-credit cards." edal pressure may be required.” ets had formed ard parked it in 

with Uncle Sam's finest. Story by Rich Taylor. to tell a U QQ, РМйр у be req forme р 
pus including the basement store- am's finest. Story by yi secret. “I'm told Saigon is nice this What are you doing with my ` “Can I drive it?” around our car be- Sayles Hall. You 
Tooms. The two of them would Illustrations by Dennis Simon time of year.” He worked his way dead great uncle's credit cards?” “N-no, me!” fore the store doors know Sayles Hall? 
show up at our room with the کیو‎ through the clutter to the доот. “We-well, ya-you kn-know ^ "Youdowevenhaveadrivers had even stopped It was a bitch get- 
craziest armloads of mismatched "Wadda-wadda-we gonna w-when we were ¢-cleaning out license, Jason.” swinging behind us. ting it up those 
lamps,oldbooks,discardedquilts, space when Todd and Jason Campus circa 1864 — and an do?” Jason tended tostutter whes h-hishouse? Th-theywereonthe _“Id-do,too.Ijuste-can'tdrive Inthebackcornerof stairs. And another 
and ceramic figurines. Half the showed up one night with the eye-wrenching sofa upholstered he grew excited. table” at n-night” thestore ata famil- time, wefilled Dean 
- опе of the campus guards complete contents of the Olney in electric blue. “What we need,” Todd said, “You stole my dead uncle's “Wecanalldrive.ButmyGreat iar electric blue Carberry's closet 
Mem опу Ње a oidor behind House studentlounge—a group |. NotlongaferthattheDeanof “is a duplicate set of furniture" redit cards?" Uncle Brotherton rented it. So I couch and three with water with a 
icr Ger оше tumbling of hideously color-coordinated Students came around to visit us “Yeah. R-right. Но how are “We could rent a car,” Isaid, get to drive first” yellow, green, and litle hose through 
and laugheg ove ml, Panting orange, green, and yellow chairs, in our cozy nook. Jason had we g-gonna do th-that?” oping to head offanother oftheir Aware of the dozens of eyes orange chairs. the keyhole. When 
Sape Ping over thelr narrow two Danish Modern end tables, a thoughtfully removed all the "Well, this stuff must have wasteful arguments. s. ea m 007 жо 
We finally ran out of storage ai tof white pole lamps, Brown University labels from the comefromsomewhere Welland “Yeah,” Todd said, thatdream- slowly around the Mustang, home,” Toddsaidin асо. Шаа 
Tage two neatly famed Views OfThe bottoms of the furniture, so Dean out where the college bought it walker's look in his eye. “1 dosed and pinned the hood, aheart‘eltwhisper. — now." Ed was a 
| оп а suit and dark glasses, I сап slipped behind the wheel, settled “Hello, boys. Му name's Mur. carbon copy of his brother, rig 


| passfor21.AndIknowlcan forge into the seat, clicked the competi- phy.PatMurphy.CanIhelpyou?” downto the old school tieand the 
Uncle's signature.” tion seat belts, checked the mir- Mr. Murphy was wearing a shiny red nose. 00000 

| rors. Everyone waited. ted blazer, ed and white rep “These boys were just going to 
The next afternoon about fo Then braam, braam, BRAAM, tie, and Bass Иер. as bnc heec л 

1 o'clock, Jason and Todd came pil- the Shelby exhaust е € plo vd Pat Marphy lest st 
eda err Sesh geal Minima ny 
Bach Hisbasicargumentwasthat theautomatcintoD se ssi ano ыа el ы 
nothing happens by chance, noth- and stuck his foot Store oa the wrong, cards? If we could write the num- 
ingisa coincidence, and that there into the firewall. We ра bad AA T AORE MA WY УСЫ 
issome higher intelligencedirect- burned rubber all pese coin Gre ede 
ingeverything that happens tous. the way to Water thet Jason's  ture/"Gee, thanks Mr. Murphy." 
If your engine quit on take-off, manStreet. Wewere voice tapered off, “Thats okay. Its been sitting 
that was because you were meant going furniture overcome by the for years. Somebody at Brown 
to meet this neat old mechanic shopping: emotion of the mo- ordered two sets, we delivered 
Who lived near the airport and ment. Mr. Murphy опе, they cancelled the second. 


drove a 1947 Chevy pickup, not Nothing. Wefound retained his alert Never could understand why.” 
because you had sand clogging nothing. Noonehad andinterested look. “Сее, thanks Mr. Murphy.” 
Your fuel filter. Jason grabbed my anything that re lounge “What he means,” said Todd, “Oh, ourpleasure, Always glad. 
Amand dragged meoffthecouch- мам QM eeoutdupliate “8 that we'd like to buy, uh, bor- Eu wer 
“Co-come see what Uncle  furniture.lfweco yw, mean..." a luc pweson 
B-Brotherton rented thrust’ that ridiculous living room set by mow mean." gents at two sets of furniture like байн 
тете ро ае лі Saturday night wed be ший... “Ан You ye ш the whole world. Custom orden” 
front of te a nas parkedin ting Mies before the Fourth of Brown by any chance ag Ye were all cling ike ight 
Ing crowd а М ал айі Py The\atcaton чав берег а “Yeu at Weis ec Байн at our mutual good fortune 
иб cad of freshmen standing Jly. ПАН Todd tok the weaves problems’ ME шир 
Prop iit. They even had the hood ate. ‘exitoffl-95,whichdumped “Well, perhaps! зма ae EU bec 
AE ко ог M з 
мае let you have a Shelby us ld neigh! shop- My brother is ERE 
fustang? On Uncle Brotherton’s found anol class of 36." 


‘credit card?” ping mall, gonetoseed. .TheShelby 
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“Was hatyouboysintheMus- 
tang? Well, I think my son Patrick 
just borrowed it for a moment. It 
amuses him to try starting cars 

| without the key.” 

| “He stole my саг” Todd 
outed in righteous indignation. 

“Eymyunce'scar” 

“Oh, don’t wor- 
ту. Patrick's not all 


for nothing. 


known. 
You're in my art class.” 


site sides 


there, but he's a Koren’ 
a Koren's Principles 
good driver. Wins of Composition 
drag races on At 101 
wells Avenue, they 
tell me. That's th 


robably where he’s 
| headingrightnow.” 


аст 


thegiriwhohadjust 

grabbed the handle 

from the outside 

was swept off her 

fet. She screamed 

in my ear, then felt 

something rake acros 

о cross my cheek 
She was just raising her hand to 
scratch me again When 1 got a 
scissor hold around her legs, 
grabbed her wrists, and flipped would neve 
heroveronherback.Ihadn'tbeen di tion and 
on the high sch " 


other 


an audition. 
was what 


labelled, 


nating, and had spe 


wolwrestling team staring at her legs, she'd sn 


“Let me go. Oh. | might have 
You're from Brown. 


165 true. The disheveled red- 
head [helped from the floor was 
Pembroke coed named Debra 

and wesatatopp 
of the 
studio in Professor. 


Debrah was a 
ater major, an 
sss witha pretty 
and mobile face 


Iranforthedoor. h 

that constantly 
| Iswungitopen with Bil ашу 
| EN moved from one 


expression to am 
ssthoughshe 


practicing for 


She 


mother would have 
|, with a 
theatrical. I found her fasci. 
it long hours 
ofartclass memorizingand trying 
to draw her dozens of moods. She 
еп smile in my 
irection, and when she found me 


р her 


her and swivel away 
body stole our car and I was ги 
ning to stop him." 

Herfaa 
iceberg t 
was Grace Kelly in To Catch 


deep freeze. Ni 


1 know wher 


"Ha 
quick driver, I'l say th 
town, block by 
keep the tires 
arly all the time. 
“My old boyfriend built the 
Shelby suspension, 
Streaks, the whole 
reat car, even if he turned 
to be a real drip. I want 
Mustang just forever a 


he's 


ng. 


" she said, She was a 


block. She c 


Were you out shopping for 
furniture today? 


You are a jerk! Thats my fa- 
She glanced at me 
ely, Vivien Leigh's Scarlett 
O'Hara looking upat Rhett Butler 

the middle of a four-wheel 
drift. "m a day student. You 
know, a townie.” 

“But his name is Murphy.” 

‚_ “Did you ever hear of an ас 
ressnamed Debbie Murphy?""So 


sorry. It's just that some. 
oftened slightly, from 


Thief. "Oh, was that your Shelby? 


She 


cutting off som 
braked to a stop just inches from 
s Shelby. Another pos 


2 Oldsmobile. In front w 


big block Sting Ray with 


cet hunched overtone 
Hezeached nto theca picked 


leather 


under both arms, the way 
a gorilla would steal a baby, lifted 
her over the door, and kissed h 
full on the lips 

Hi, Debbie.” 
hegave him thesamecheekful 
of nails I'd already gotten. “Rico, 
put me down. This guy wants his 
car back,” explained Debbie 
"That's his Shelby.” 

Hertz's Shelby,” 

Buthe's welcome 
ой. Gotbeat threerunsby Bobby's 
Sting Ray." А 


st don’t know how to 


“You ju 
drive it” 

Hey, guys. Debbie want 
run da Shelby.” The jacket chuck- 
Jed а Не expected a big laugh 
from Da Guys, but they sol 
buckled her into the Shelby, got 
the mysterious Bobby and his 
Sting Ray lined up next to herand 
heading up Atwells Avenue, then 
stopped traffic for three blocks 
ahead by the simple expedient of 
standing in the cross streets and 
threatening any driver who tried 
to pull onto the track. 

Six o'clock on Saturday 
опе of the main arteries in Provi- 
dence, and these folks were run- 
ning a full scale street race com- 
plete with side bets. Theodds were 
ten to three for Bobby, four to one 
against Debbie. I put down my 
last $10 on Debbie in the Shelby. I 
could always borrow something 
from Jason for train fare home 
tomorrow, andonce there, my Dad 
was usually good for a 50 

Of course, she won and I 
promptly collected $40. Attheend, 
she spun the Shelby around in an 
expert J-tum. By the time Id 
pocketed my money, she had 
stopped nextto the Mustang. “The 


cops will be here any second. Fol 
low me.” 


Jason yelledatus from theswing- 
ing doors. “Wh-where the hell 
h-have you been?" 

"Getting back the Shelby 

“Mr. Murphy had to lock up. 
He lent us ali the furniture, and 
some pads and ropes. He's a re- 
ally nice guy." 

"Yeah. His daughter's pretty 
nice, too.” 

Debbie gave me Maureen 
O'Hara doing Mixed Emotions to 
John Wayne, mad but pleased. 
Thenshehelped.usrope the chairs 
on top of the Shelby. With little 
squeezing, the tables went in the 
back seat: 

“Jason and [can take this up to 
school and come right back” 

"You guys can put the rest in 
mine. Why do you guys want this 
junk, anyway?"Since I still had 
the key to her car in my hand, 1 
hopped into the driver's seat. She 
climbed into the passenger seat. 

“You're the navigator. We 
don't know how we got here, or 
how to get back. We don’t even 


DISCOUNT FURNITURE 


know where we are.” 

Debbie directed me across 
town, kneeling on the seat and 
holding onto the couch with one 
hand. The wind blew her hair into 
a tangle, but I caught her looking 
at me a couple of times. She was 
doing Puzzled, I think. Or maybe 
it was Unsure. 

1 pulled quietly up near our 
dorm and parked in the shadows. 
Jason, Todd, and I wrestled the 
famous Olney Housefurnitureout 
of our room, across the quad, and 
back into its lounge. Then we 
moved Mr. Murphy's furniture 
into our room. 

^] w-wish I could s-see the 
look on Dean S-Schultzs face 
w-when he sees this!” 

“I bet he never thought we 
could do it. He's gonna just die." 

Whenl gotbacktothecurb,the. 
blue Sting Ray was sitting in the 
middle of the street. Debbie was 
arguing witha dark haired guy in 
a black leather jacket. She pulled 
me close, one arm wrapped 
around mine. 

“Id like you to meet my 
ex-boyfriend, Bobby. He was just 


leaving.” Now she was Ingrid 
Bergman in Casablanca 

Bobby clenched and un- 
clenched his fists, then climbed 
back into the Sting Ray. He laid 
down two streaks of rubber right 
over the ones Todd had put down 
a couple of days before 

"W-what's happening” 

"Debbie and Гаге going out to 
dinner at this place she knows 
across town.” 

“We are?” 

“Yes. We are.” I still had her 
hand. I steered her into the pas- 
senger seat of the Mustang, care- 
fully shutand locked the doorand 
hopped behind the wheel. 

“1 have to explain to her that 
nothing ever happens by chance.” 

"Wrong. There is a Random 
Theory. Everythingin theuniverse 
happens randomly. You study it 
in Quantum Physics” 

“Who's the professor?" 

“Dean Schultz” 

“It figures.” 

laidathirdsetofrubberstripes 
all the way to the comer of Water- 
man Street. And not by chance. 

sa 
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di Аз ! 
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ind-crafted stainless exhaust, and 


oiling systems, and a high-capacity 
‘ator complete the engine room, Len 
P ates that the coupe now benefits from 
300 reliable horsepower. The cost of the 
S yelopment to make that power was 


engin 5,000 — one-third ofthe entire proj 

bout $25,000—0' project. 

about SS as noscrimping on the driveline or 
„version, either. A close-ratio gearbox and 


scar axle helpimmensely, as do Wilwood 
dtt racing brake calipers and Series 3 (V12) 
fron an Rida cad ин ca or 
tightly controlled with heavy-dutyspringsand 
Зйх shocks, special bushings, and custom 
rear trailing arms. Alloy replica Mini-Lite 
Wheels and fat Goodyear Blue Streaks com- 
the program. 
Pri he interior was left pretty much 
stock except for the addition of a roll bar and 
Simpson competition belts, Len finished the 
body in stunning black epoxy that has so far 
withstood three years of vintage racing with 
littie damage. Of course, never before had he 
loaned the car to a couple of road scholars. 
Soapprised of the qualifications —and cost. 
—of the Jaguar, we prepare for our mountain 
tour. The point, of course, isto revelin bravery, 
freedom, and a great driving experience. We 
seit asa kind of self-directed Targa Florio. A 
180-mileloopis charted that will takeusup the 
coast from SLO, over the Santa Lucia Moun- 
tains, through cattle country, and back via the 
ranching town of Santa Margarita, Given the 
Jaguar's “Can't Catch Me" looks, we hope the 
day will be free from meetings with any posse 
in possession of its own rope and tree. 


Start: San Luis Obispo, 9:17 ат. 

Call him trusting or call him well insured. 
But witha smile and a wave Mr. Len releases 
his blackcat tous. It's ours to explore. Let's see 
—enly a few switches on the dashboard actu 
ally work. One is the ignition key, another the 
Starter button. We send a squirt of racing gas 
down the carburetor venturis, work both 
Switches, and the Jaguar fires like it was built 
Yesterday, not 26 years ago. All that exhaust 
Fishing through a pair of Supertrapp mufflers 
males a musical sound. Triples, sixes, and 

elves are always a reward бог the ears 

We pull away from the XKs Unlimited 
headquarters and through San Luis on the 
Way to the coast, But what's this? Smoke curl- 
ing off the asbestos-wrapped headers найз 
sorp е cabin. "Hello, Blue Cross? Nothing 
ios биз, Justsome fumes froma burning asbes- 
ed ээс Б” We hope we don’t get lung can- 

fore lunch, 
Споре or not, we soon discover that 
curs 5 Song. It has a good, spikey power 
ets th Plenty of mid-range torque. This 

e ojj okt While climbing onto Highway 101 
tempa pressure is steady at 120 psi, coolant 

erature at 80 degrees centigrade. 

'€ highway opens ahead. A squeeze on 


the throttle pedal and t 
jumps to 100, 110, a 
drivers seat] can igo 
vers at the stainless he 


the: Speedometer needle 
nd beyond. From the 
к кылыл the hood lou- 
езегу Бери 
color. The warbling of the 3.81 а 
«апору. Ош only complaint is the steerin 
Which causes the car to hunt and сап whe 
dedina pinch of negatie vie amea o 
straight line jitter E 
There is a thin, nearly indiscemibl 
hanging over the coast at has багад 
blowing. We cut through it at speed, no gen- 
darmes in sight. At Morro Rock, the senior 
Citizens stroll out of their: mobile homes for a 
look at the beach, two lovers perch in lawn 
chairs on topof a dune апат кебаев, 
self against the: ‘shifting sand. We drop back to 
an indicated 80 for the rest of the first leg. It's 
SA an Eyre їка йыш Ее 
comforiable GT with great ergonomics and 
outward visit Algo деа ihe 
locking prety good agi 


Pie stop: Cayucos, 10:20 a.m. 

A black cat witha black shadow creeps into 
town. Itsa cowboy townsomebody built next 
to the Pacific Ocean by mistake, where surf 
shopsshare MainStreet withsaloonsandSkip- 
pers Coffee Shop. That's where the Jaguar 
finds a parking spot, and the locals find the 
Jaguar. I's hard to say whether 
they're attracted toits arresting 
shape or the racing numbers. 

We ponder this from inside 
Skippers. Cakes and pies rotat- 
ing on a fourier display have 
called us in. Cayucos means 
canoe cr kayak, at least that’s 
what our waitress says. She has 
a hickey the size ofa Frisbee on 
her neck. Its blue, purple, and 
yellow, a real humdinger. Alex- 
ander figures its a bruise, nota 
hickey. But from what? ‘Some 
body got a choke hold on her; 
hosays.Coffeeand pieareserved 
with a solid backhand. 

So far, so good. Weagree that 
just being here qualifies us as at 
leastalitlebitbrave. As forthe F 

тее — well, we're not in jail yet, 
Not especie 
inshaw wouldbe interested in. We pay our bill 
and leavea tipgood enough fora karate lesson 


gras 


or two. 


Cambria, 1232 рәп. 
о 
after refueling in beautiful litle Cambria. it 
doesn't look lke theSwiss Alps up hero then 
nothing does. The Jaguar gearbox notches into 
second and we begin tackling switchba 
The musical note of the six again fills our ears 


sport 


the hills explode 
with soft spring 
and be- 


low runs а strewn 
hidden by trees, 
some of w 
close over th 
road like giant 
arms” 


and the valley walls beside us. Above 4, 
rpm the engine smooths out, finding its « 
ment Len says i'l rev happily past 7,500 ə 
thats obviously true. We are propel 
smoothly, powerfully, upward. 

For all of the Jaguar's nervousness on t 
straight and narrow, it is dynamite in t 
corners, where the Goodyears takea solid bi 
Theleather-wrapped wheelalso allowsa gor 
grip and we need it. This isa tough old bea 
Still sinewy and strong, it yearns for an op 
range anda practiced hand on the reins. By 
mearadrivesmoothly butuse strength. Othe 
wise, it is a test of masters. 

Aroundusthehillsexplode with softsprir 
grasses, and below runs a stream hidden t 
trees, some of which close over the road Ш 
giantarms. The Jaguar is hard at work поз 
and moving rapidly from shadow to sunligh 
Yet we are still locked into second-gear сс 
ners end short chutes, and there's no room | 
change up. Heat builds in the cabin, invisib 
but assuredly. The temperature gauge seal 
up to95 degrees — nearly boiling. The cat's 
heat, all right. But the high-efficiency coolir 
system Len has installed keeps the temper 
ture from climbing further. Only the cab 
grows warmer. 

‘There's a steep switchback reminiscent 
Laguna Seca's corkscrew, and the XKE claw 
rightupit,a wail echoing offthe canyon wall 
Welook ош. It’s now genuinely hot in the ca 

so we park for an unschedule 
locksee.Callita surprisecheci 
point. Our view comprise 
50,000 or more acres of steeg 
‘wooded valley. Below area hal 
dozen kinds of trees in sprin 
bloom, patches of grazing lanc 
butterflies and turkey vulture 
Turkey vultures? Alexande 
spots them overhead. What doc 
he think the vultures are doin, 
here? “Looking for somethin; 
to eat.” Hopefully, we're not il 

Ifthe Jaguar wereto get loos: 
from its parking spot, it моши 
той straight down the hill, tun 
over, ard slide a couple o 
hundred yards on its roof be 
fore landing on the road below 
That's how steep the terrain is 
We put a big rock under one tire and gaze i 
amazement at the mountains and the ocea 
beyond. Getting away from civilization ha 
been easy enough after all. 


Lunch time: Creston, 210 pan. 

"There is still such a thing as а one-hors 
town, and now we're in it. After a long rur 
along the fallands sme fora proper meal 
‘The speedo needle has отсе or 
з оп parkandambleup to 
the bar at the Long Branch saloon for some 
food end a coupleof stiff glasses of well water. 
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The bar has coins and 
horseshoes resined into 
it and a sign overhead: 
“Hangovers installed 
and serviced here.” We 
order something that 
we know damned well 
is bad for us, namely a 
couple of Ortega Bur- 
gers. Today, bad is 
good. Janbehind thebar 
competitors | serves beer and Pesenti 

Chablis from a screw- 


nipping at 
, top gallon jug to four 
our flanks” | locals. Out font is a 
single ges pump. The 
inal tae it was мд, 


gascost 30cents. Atleast one patron besides us 
as been abstaining from drink. That's Lois, a 
US. Postal Service carrier. She has just fin- 
ished her salad and diet drink and soon joins 
us outside by the car. Lois is about 55 and 
doing an excellent job with her new diet. She 
wentto a drag race once and loved the speed. 
Now she would cherish a ride in a Jaguar. We 
comply, and why not? “Cheers” has helped to 
endear the Post Office to us all. She folds 
herself into the tiny passengerseat, grins, and 
clasps herhands expectantly. We bucble out to 
the empty road, pick a direction, and pull the 
trigger. The E-type leaps off the mark, scarcely 
noticing ils extra load. We howl through two 
gears and very nearly to redline in third. The 
speedometer shows 115, but its plenty opti- 
mistic. Wedon'ttell Lois. Shespendsthe whole 
staring, transfixed, at the gauge- Her 
sler K-car won't do this. 


Highway 101, 337 pm. 

Of course, we have no time card, no real 
checkpoints to meet, no competitors nipping 
atour flanks. We areon our own scheduleand 
Зо make cur own stops. The black cat climbs 
the mountains for a second time, then ever so 
slowly points downhill. бо does the tempera- 
ture gauge. All systems slow as in an airliner 
starting a descent. The cyclical exhaust note. 
gives way to a calming drone. Relaxed, relax- 
ing. We have had our way with the world all 
day. Alexander loosens his grip on the door 
Sill. The tachometer needle swings slowly left. 
The heat machine cools, and we once more 
"ein comfort 

е E-type pauses briefly above Highway 

101 betore ning бо moder wae Wear 
Rota youthful Stirling Moss and Denis Jenkin- 
Son flogging the 300SLR into Brescia. We're 
Just а couple of honest citizens home from а 
Gay on the range. Well, at least we're citizens 
‘ome from а day on the range. If our tour 
{pistes a crime, then at least it is a vicim- 
5 crime. Now it's time to go home. The 
eway moves up ahead and suddenly we are 
ЖИЕ We flow with the traffic like a little black 
alloon swept along by ajetstream. SCI 
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STAY IN TOUCH 


The key to handing is adhesion. 

The key to adhesion. 

Tokico's high performance. gas 

shocks or S-way externally ad- 

Justable shocks will give you the 

ability to handle even the most 

demanding roads. And Tokico products carry a 
limited lifetime warranty. . 
Stay in touch with Toldco. 


MOK! c 


GAS 


‘Send to Тасов tree brochure on high pertormunce gas socks springs & antisway биз 
1430 Storm Parkway * Dept SI ө Torrance, CA 0501-5041 9 (213) 534-4934 
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mountain го 
ecial c 


right-left third gear combination 
but downhill this time. Jus 
turns in, th 


hander that h р 
Cosworth engine hamme 


to 


While Audi uses a hollow shaft syster 
the drive from the output end of the ge 
k to the front differential, Ford us 


HIRD GENERATION 
Thisis the third Sierra Cosw. 


v butthe 


first fitted with four-wheel drive. Launched in bal Feed пиа 
1986, the Sierra Cosworth was developed by box with an extern d th 
Ford Europe's Special Vehicle Engineering means the gearbox can be a c 

yn. It was a homologation special, which ive type 


manufacturer had to build a mini- 
in road trim to make it eligible 
ational Group A competition. Those 
ave become classics, fetching 
00, exactly the same as w 


for inte 
first 5000 h 


around $24, 


Later, there was an Evolution car. If manu- 
facturers build a further 10 percent of the ho: 
mologation number, those 


corporate: 
cations. The Sierra 
^ Evolution, called 
the RS500, was fitted w 


k box led MacPherson 
тай, non-functional on the ar and four-pot cali 


road car, but which could straddling 


ventilated discs. To avoid 
locking those race-s 
akes, ABS is st 
rd, too. At ther 


be brought to life witha dif 


ferent black box for rac 
Attherear,thesemi-t 
arm suspension was made 
adjustable, which 


able 


suspension tunability 

Finally, there с 
Sapphire Cosworth in 1988 (SCI, Sept. 1988) 
The Sapphire is the Cosworth Fo 
trunk, and a mellower 
original hatchbacks it r 
mainstream production, it was the 


bunch in terms of refine 


had to come, though. 
т XRATi in the US) was ori 
signed as a family 
what can be achieved with MacPherson struts 
at the front, semi-trailing arms at the 
rear-wheel drive, and over 200 bhp. The 
Cosworth was still the sort of car tha 
be taken too near its limits on the roa 
experienced hands. 

Now there's the Cosworth 4X4. Actually, it 
will just be called the Sierra Cosworth because 
the two-wheel drive Sapphires will disap. 
Pear, just as those hatchback versions did in 
the past. 


ошап 


5-filled 
ingle-pot 
ing 107 


shocks, an 18mm anti-roll bar, an 
ipers on ventilated discs meas 
inches around, 
And then there's t 
which 


OUR BY FOUR 

‘The 4X4 system is that used on the 29 
liter Vé- powered Sierra 4X4, a well-tested 
device thats been in service now for several 
Years in Europe. The system uses two viscous 
couplings, one central and one in the rear axle 
acting as а limited slip differential. The center 


coupling is set to give a 34/66 percent front/ 


t impressive engine, 
tages of development 
since 1986. Cosworth Engineering has had a 
long liaison with Ford and their string of Ford 
Cosworth Formula One engines needs no in- 
troduction. Their principal taskon the original 
Sierra Cosworth was to produce the all-alloy, 
16-valve, twin cam head from scratch, and 
develop an entire engine around the Ford 


5 seen fc 
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h could not only 
basics, which could 


Cosworth-developed techniq 


molten alloy st 
ng the splashing and subsequent contamina 
jon from oxides that normally occurs. So. 
aust valves and centrally 

s finished off the design, 


amdilled © 


mounted s 


together with a 
r-lo-air in 


cation 
Garrett T3 tu 
rotor than 

The 
redesigned in cast nickel-iron to reduce у 
tion problems (despite a damper, early 
sometimes unscrewed themselves). The 
Weber-Marellienginemanagementsystem has. 


to gain mor 
has a slig 
fore, 


power), and t 


bigger casing 


let manifold has been completely 


been modified to provide more effective was 
tegate control and calculates air mass from 
density, itself calculated from intake air tem- 
Peratures and pressure measured in the inlet 
manifold 

Spark plugs are platinum-tipped, essential 
бог meeting 8305 emissions standards, com- 
bined with the twin catalytic converters fitted 
to European Cosworths for the first time. TO 
avoid problems with differing fuels, a knock 
sensor has been fitted where on earlier engines 
the management chip had to be changed to 
suit available fuel 


ent of the 
Cos-worth’s torque comes 
2,300 rpm and 


а only ; 
E eri drop below th 
s That adds 


timeof6.6 seconds, despite 


t the grip for 
affords makes 


BIN 
Inside the cabin, 
things are much as before. 
Conventional! 

ents (including rev 


counter, naturally) are 
the three-spoked wheel. Ford Europe has 
always been among the best in creating pur- 
poseful driving positions. 

mphasize that. The gearshift 
t drop from the wheel and 
first-second, third-fourth gearchanges havea 
comfortable downward direction to the shift 
е interior finish is a subtle blend of grays. 
Standard Sierra stalks sit on either side of the 
wheel for lights and wipers, and logically 
placed switches mean you don't have to fight 
for the lights when you need them in a hurry. 

Back on the mountain, the Coswo 
disappoints and still amazes with its stability 
Whatimpresses even moreisthe way in which. 
its traction doesn’t dull the chassis, so often the 
case in four-wheel drivers. Tight, bumpy, 
Corners emphasize that fact, and the tail will 
justbarely driftout when pressing hard, where 
Bore you might have been met with 
Side-slapping oversteer. 

The resulting car mixes security with s 
preme ability and a brightness in the chassis" 
feel, so essential in a sporting car. Ray Dig- 
Sens, projectleaderatSVE, explains that there's 
à stiffener bonded into the rear C-pillar and 
Terearcrossmemberis stiffened inan effort to 
duce rear-wheel steer. Itshows, especially at 
high speed where little correction is needed 
Then driving in a dead straight line. And as 
Pisgens and his boss, SVE chief Rod Mans- 
ЭН, keep telling us, the story of this caris one 
9f stead; 

ау development 
һа brakes are monstrously powerful They 
hej j? be, with a firm feel, and a pedal whose 
‘ight is nicely aligned with the throttle for 


easy to read through 


8 back unwanted input from bum 
roads. SVE has created a car that's bor oe 
thrown about with as much abandon as the 
driver can muster. 
as well, really. Works rally cars from 
orsport will be entered in the Rally of 
the 1000 Lakes in Finland, 
the San Remo, and the RAC 
lyin Britain this year. The 
drivers will be Britain's 
Makolm Wilson, Finnish 
driver Pentti Airikkala, and 
Italian Franco Cunico. 
The rest of us, mean- 
while, will have to make do 
enjoying these cars on the 
road. At $39,000, that privi- 
lege doesn’t come cheap, 
especially when you think 
that the first homologation 
specials retailed at just 
$21,500. Until, that is, Ford 
realized just how successful 
the car was going to be. 
And the US? Ford US 
doubtedly love to have the саг, its 
standards are up to scratch. But the 
ne. Cosworth can only 


| NEXT 
MONTH 


Japan's best 
home-market 
Sports cars: 
Nissan Saurus, 
Mazda AZ550s, 
Suzuki 
Cappuccino and 
others. 
Also, a look at the 
1990 Formula 
One field. 


would un 


problem is one of v 


build 7,000enginesa year. Asusual, nobody in. 


Burope wants to create US demands latc 
be met. If you're visiting Europe, though try 
опе. Opinions of Journalists do vary, but on 
this issue most are agreed. The new Cosworth 
isimplythebest high performance four-wheel 

f pats no mean achievement SCI 
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Breathes there a man with soul so dead, 
sho never to h If has said, “Christ, I could build ^ 
a better car than Ferrari. 


Ferrari challenger, Warren Mosler. 
ing bond traderand, n Adams, Viner 
and Mosler of West Palm Beach, Mosler hı 
ticsoverth nga string of Ferrari 
A racing, some endurance racing, some vintage racing 27 Consilier a 
ar enthusiast stuff ‘nto sponsoring the redesign contest 
But about ti Малтай Ўра аё the end of thisiarticl 
ided he could build т TUNE De end MEE 
car than anything else on the market S 
including the 308 he was driving. His 
concept was to make a street-going 
GTP car, extremely high-tech, with 
absolutely th dling and 
formance available anywh 
world at any price. No comp: 
Sonow Warrenisalsoth 
Consulier Industries, Inc. of Riv 
Beach, Florida. Consulier has 
employees an 
ing Warren Mc 
atthe rate of 
Their goal is to 
that nomore.Consulier 
has ten dealers now, and they plan to add two 402 
y the end of the year. So far, Warren has d 
everything right, better than right, even. But is hi 
dream car your dream car? Maybe, maybe not. 
engineering sbeyond reproach. 
car builder Bob McKee, creator of some of the me 
interesting cars in the heydey of the Can-Am, 
ed the Consulier suspension. I's essential 


tually any other high-perfor 
Four-wheel vented disc brakes are mounted outboard, tucked 
inside 150 x 60 alloy wheels. Tires are Yokohama АСОВА 205/ 
S0VR-1Son the front, 225/50VR-15on the rear. Thisisshowroo 
тай rubber, the tire of choice for people who must race on DOT Ig 
tires. According to Warren, his Consulier will brake and. 
than 10 g thanks mostly to McKee's superb s 
sticky Yokohamas. 
AtLimeRock, where handling ismostimporta 
local hotshoe Bruce Maclnnes lapped at 1:01 
Consulier on street tires. This is about three 
Showroom Stock Corvettes can get around 
‘actly as quick as Skip Barber School Form 
And that's quick. 


78711686 1990 


rneratbetter 


pension and these 


r quick lap times, 
ina fully street legal 
пз quicker than 

and almost 
ila Fords lap on street tires 


мэрэг” 
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INNOVATIVE CHASSIS 

By far themost innovative part 
ofthe Consulier is the chassis. The 
first all-composite passenger car 
unibody since Colin Chapman's 
Lotus Elite of the late fifties, itis a 
mix of epoxy/Kevlar/carbon fi- 
ber and epoxy/glassfiber over 
closed-cell foam. There is a rear 
tubular steel subframe to hold th 
engine/transaxle/suspensionand 
a front subframe to hold the sus- 
pension. All the rest of the struc- 
ture is composite 

Composite ^ construction 
sounds too good to be true. The 
Consulier meets every federal 
safety law — including frontal 
impact and side impact — with- 
out resorting to impact bumpers 
ог hydraulic impact absorbers. 
Ram a Consulier into a barrier at 
30 mph and it crushes linearly. In 
the bumper test, the pendulum 
hits the low-slung Consulier 
somewhere in the middle of the 
hood. No problem. The pendu- 


lumbouncesoff without leaving a 
scratch or dent. 

Such advanced engineering 
and exotic materials are expen- 
sive. Warren Mosler has invested 


aprice of$58,9000n the LX model. 
There is a stripped Sports model 
primarily intended forracing and 
priced at $48,900. Even at these 
fairly expensive prices, it will take 
a long time to recoup the invest. 
ment. For Warren, Consulier is 
somewhere between a hobby, а 


passion, and a labor of love. 

Power forthe Consulier GTP is 
а run-of-the-mill Chrysler Turbo 
Il. Admittedly, it's turbocharged 
and intercooled, buta 2.2liter f 
producing 175 horsepower is 
hardly the stuff of most enthusi- 
asts' dreams. On the other hand, 
the lightweight Consulier can zip 
from 0 to 60 in just five seconds 
and reach someplace over 150 
mph. Think of it as а less ex 
sive, more reliable Lot 
seconds a lap quicker. Despite its 
unassuming engine, the Consu. 
lier has performance comparable 
to other $50,000 to $100,000 exotic 
high-performance cars. 

"The 5-speed Getrag transaxle 
is froma front-wheel drive Chrys- 
ler, too, but mounted behind the 
seats in the Consulier. Other 


Chrysler bitsare the brakes, steer 
ing, spindles and hubs, and most 
of the interior hardware and 
switches, excepting the VDO 
gauges. Borrowing bits from other 
cars may not seem quite right, but 
small manufacturers have been 
doing this since before the Model 
Т. Why spend millions of dollars 
to engineer something like 
doorhandles when you can buy 
better ones from Chrysler for $10? 

TheConsulierissmaller than it 
looks in pictures, a 1,950 Ib, 
waist-high coupe (the racing 


veighs only 1,900 
nterior is huge. You 

- Yo the floor in Recaro seats, 
it fat y legs straightoutin front 
t there is enough leg 
of yond room for someone six 


foot si 
ifcomío 
Sil thecontrols and a bewildering 
y of gauges — nine minor 
ателе» in addition to the 
i aud ach ме 
Mounted оп а massive 
Mote-finish sheet of aluminum 
that fronts a deep dash going for- 
ward beneath the windshield. 


REAL CAR 

"The Consulier is a real car. All 
interior surfaces are carpeted or 
upholstered, while air-condition- 
ing, cruise control, power win- 
dows, mirrorsand locks, tiltwheel, 
and an Alpine AM/FM/CD are 
standard on the LX. You can even 
order leather Recaros. Within 
reason, these are hand-built cars, 
so virtually any upholstery mate- 
rial, color, or option is available 
fora price. 

‘And then there's the compos- 
itebodywork. The Consulier GTP 
is beautifully made, aerodynami- 
cally efficient, technologically 
advanced, unbelievably fast — 
and almost sinfully ugly. Just 
about everyone who's ever seen 
or driven one looks it over and 
says, "Gee, Warren, what a great 
car, Would youletmerestyleit for 
you? I'd do it for free!” 

Perhaps it’s because Warren 
Mosler has kept too closely to his 
original “street-legal GTP саг” 
concept. And GTP cars, while 
forceful, ате not exactly pretty 
Perhaps it’s because, as he says, 
the car was styled “by everybody 
and nobody.” The Consulier’s 

обе is actually pretty decent, 
and many of the details are per- 
fectly acceptable. But the surface 
development is painful, and the 
window treatment excruciating, 

Perfectly flat slab sides may 
Rake greatsponsorshipbillboards 
Soe 282 at LeMans, but on a 
dox Siiven Consulier they just 
Бао en quartz quad 
lights tunneled into the fend- 
Somay deauthenticracecartreat- 

ЗУ but they seem awkward in 

5 day of aerodynamic flush 

headlights on even the lowliest 
Panese economy sedans. 


EE 


The first Consulier 1 ever 
saw was at the Longest Da; 
Nelson Ledges 24 our sce 
in 1988. I was one of the driv- 
ers in the winning Mustang 
GT sponsored i Цин 
Mechanics. For the first halfof 
the race, every hour or so the 
Consulier that had qualified 
onthepole would slowly come 
up behind the Mustang, lap 
me, and slowly pull away. It 
was just about one second a 
lap faster. 

From my vantage point 
behind the wheel of the com- 
paratively huge, smooth-rid- 
ing Mustang, the little Consu- 
lier looked like a handful It 
was obviously fast, but pitch- 
ing and bobbing all over the 
road when entering corners. It looked as though 
the rear springs were too stiff, the fronts not stiff 
enough. Iremember being glad 1 was driving the 
Mustang, particularly after the Consulier started 
spending more time in the pits than on the track. 
Itended up way back in the pack. 

121989, [joined the Consulier team at Nelson, 
sharing a car with Rick Mancuso and Lance 
Stewart. We were part of an incredible racing 
effort that included three race cars, three spare 
cars, two motorhomes, a tractor-trailer, three 
dozen people — including designer Jim McKee 
and two full-time cooks who offered up chicken 
and ribs at three am. — and enough spares to 
sink the Exxon Valdez. The other drivers in- 
cluded Chet Fillip, Ron Cortez, Fred Fiala, John 
McComb, John Torok, and Alan Simon. 


The Consuliers started one-two-three on 
the pole. We were dramatically quicker than 
both the Saleen Mustang driven by the Popular 
Mechanics crew and the Archer Brothers! Eagles. 

Our cars were easy to drive. Following another 
Consulier, [could neither see nor feel any of the 
pitchand yaw I'd noticed in 1988. Спе ЕШрапа 
Bob McKee had obviously made the suspension. 
Work е race itself the Consuliers ran off and 
Nd until a bizarre combination of circumstances 
put us out. One car went off course with по 
Eamage, but wasted 20 laps getting towed back 
ошо the track. The other two Consuliers both 
Caught fire from fractured fuel filters, then later 
Tanched their turbos after 10 hours. While rest- 
ing overnight, the ignition timing had myster 
ously slipped from the proper 10 degrees ad- 
ium was parked behind the 


ir broken car 
en Rick Mancuso and I were switched into 


the remaining Consulier to try to make up time. 
We were catching the leaders by two laps per 
hour, a rate that would have let us win. But at 
6:00 a.m, an errant BMW 2002spun just as | was 
lapping himand putus both into the guardrail at 
about 100 mph. 

This gets interesting. The BMW was a total 
wreck. Theunibody was bent, thefrontsubframe 
displaced, etc. Ithad to be towed back to the pits. 
My Consulier, on the other hand, suffered a 
cracked fender and smashed windshield. АШће 
headlights were out, but I drove the car back to 
the pits at racing speed. Team Manager Chet 
Fillip took one look at the car and withdrew 
despite my protests. Fullof adrenaline, Iremem- 
ber screaming, “Put some lights on this f—ing 
thing, Is still running and tracking okay. We 
can race it!” 


At the time, Fillipcouldn'tbelieve that any car 
could take a 100 mph squeeze between a BMW 
and a guardrail without damage. He did notice, 
however two fractured motormounts. After they 
returned to Florida, the Consulier crew glassed 
on a replacement fender, replaced the wind- 
shield, and the car was as good as new. I'm 
expecting that Warren willlet me drive itagain 
at Nelson Ledges this year, hopefully with more 
positive results. 5 
honestly believe that fd been driving any 
normal er car, 1 would have been seri- 
‘ously injured in this crash. Itmightseem curious 
to say, but I think the 1,900 Ib, all-composite 
Consulier must be one of the safest cars on the 
road whether you're measuring active safety — 
braking, acceleration — or passive 
safety the ability to takea hit ma believer, 
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ong trips. You'll iove 
Unfortunately, driv 


t. Butbothagreethat 
ther shapes that ship. 


you project. In a 
am certainly attractattentic 
nd you're driving down I-95 


eakers. But is “Hey, nea 


0002 They don'ta 


а әл, ser, Dutwhat ес sulier really шоог, 
Nor are rear-window | ie ee | 
seek atl together STRUCTURAL | | 
Consulier ап appearam th rst gl 
re ungainly than the font's. bodywork в also Ac | 
, a 
r 
: ( 
ыі bel 
L Li 


SCI DESIGN-A-CONSULIER CONTEST 
First Prize: $1,000.00 
‘Second Prize: $500.00 


We like the GTP by Consulier. A lot. It's one of the 
best-handling, best-braking, quickest-acceerating street egal 
cars you can buy in this country. And its even 100 percent 
“American-made. But we don't think it's as pretty as it could be, 
by a long shot. We think a world-class performer deserves 


world-class looks. 


n. Sports Car International and Ce 
ges is final. All artwork becomes the 

1 ‘Consulier Industries. Deadline for en- 
(ek hy nilinight September 1, 1990. Winning de- 
Ted other designs will be reproduced in SCL in the 
из, associates of Con- 

are prohibited from 


That's where you c 
lier Industries have put up $2,000 for hq 
Design-A-Consulier restyling contes 

youthebasic specifications anda setof 
to do is restyle the Consulier into the 
thinkitshould be. Thesky’s thellimit. Yo 
sheet of paper and can be as outrageous: 


sly, good rodynamic ecien 
Obviously, good looks, aerodynamic efie 
Mosler is perfectly serious about 


к Ys feasible. Composite 
t latitude, but there's little point in 
build, no matter ROW соми 


а select 
Juary, 1991 issue. Employees, contributo 

Industries or SCI, or their relatives 
yand “builda- entering 


Gnd all entries to Design-A-Consulier, SCI, 3901 Westerly 
сноп Beach, CA 92660. 


эшег 


Place, Suite 120, Ne 


r in a rendering. Ima 
Weilltakeyour design any way you want to prec Hough. жынды, 
obviously, crayon on butcher paper is not apt to impress же ке 
judges. If you think you can convey all YOu with one атым cles ош. 
four-color rendering, go ahead. We'd recommend side, fon Er ar ы 
gy color rendering. But don‘ tet wen hare сорс ото r жон 


top, and rear elevations, as wel 
us tell you how to do it 
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NTIL IT WAS tamed by 
е addition of guard 

ls a nes, Spa- 
‘orchamps — the tradition 

ie of the Belgian Grand Prix — 
ould have laid justifiable clai 


being the world’s most treacher- 


As recent! 
970, lap speeds ran with 
those recorded at Indy des 
hairpin at La Source and 

areas that shot right into the 
Ardennes Forest. No less cele- 
brated a driver than Jimmy Clark 
nearly quit racing after his first 
visit to Spa in 1960, when two 
drivers were hospitalized after 
crashing during pra 
hers were killed duri 


sh scenario, though with 
results. After taking the 
green flag ona dry track, the field 
of 15 drivers ran into a rainsto 


halfway around the 876-mile 
course. Eight cars careened into 
he woods. A ninth — an over- 
weight, underpowered Cooper- 
Maserati driven by Jochen Rindt 
— turned a couple of terrifying 
snap spins while traveling nearly 
flat-out down the Masta Straight. 

heexperienceleftRindt dizzy 

undaunted. A lesser driver 
might have considered the qual- 
ity of his equipment and decided 


that he'd done quite enough ra 

ing for one afternoon. A more 

experienced one, valuing his life — Jochen Rind! 

more than his reputation, might riper, That was 

Мин resumed at а more sett дад thou, egual equipment, Rind was simply foie 

too young to know better and too than anyone else, oversteering his way through every 
nur Preston Lerner profiles the "King of Formula 


fearless to care. After regaining 
control of his wayward Cooper, Тро” and the only posthumous World Formula One 


t wasn't the thinking man's Grand Prix 
Jackie Stewart. With, and sometimes 


he nicked the pear lever into sec- 4 Cahier. 
Ond and splashed off in search of Champion. Photography by Bernard Cahier 
the leaders. Thus began one of " 


those rare instances when a driver 
wrings more outofacarthaneven 
its designers suspected it capable 


Rindt had not only caught the 
leaders, but passed them as well 
For the next 20 laps — three quar- 
ters of the race — he outran John 
Surtees’ pole-sitting Ferrari. The 
ferocity of their battle was such 
that they passed Richie Ginther 
(in a second Cooper-Maserati) 
three times, Jack Brabham (in the 
car that would win the World 
Championship) twice, and third- 
place Lorenzo Bandini (in a sec- 
ond Ferrari) once. 

Although the course dried out. 
toward the end of the race, luck 
didn’tshineon Rindt, Asheneared 
the finish, his pace was slowed by 
differential maladies. With four 
laps to go, Surtees roared past, 
leaving Rindt to finish a disap- 
pointed second after one of the 
most stirring drives in all Grand 
Prix history. 

In many respects, this epic 
performance was emblematic of 
Rind"s regrettably brief career. All 
too often stuck in uncompetitive 
and unreliable cars, he didn’t win 
a Grand Prix until his 50th start in 
over six years. And then, less than 
а year after his maiden victory, 
theob-so-fastbutever-so-unlucky 
Rindt was dead, killed in a prac- 
tice accident at Monza. Now, toa 
new generation ofracing fans he's 
little more than а catchphrase: the 
only posthumous World Driver's 
Championship. 

But to those who raced against 
ог watched him, memories of 
Jochen Rindt remain strong. In 
their mind's eye, they see him 
hurling his cars through corners 
at outrageous angles, dirt-track- 
ing not merely around hairpins 
where is difficult to get into seri- 
ous trouble, but also doing his 
high-wireactatBurneville Wood- 
cote, and the other nearly flat-out 
corners that best tested the mettle 
of drivers of the day. Whatever 
the car and wherever the track, 
oversteer was his signature. 

“Не was incredibly fast,” says 


of producing. Within three aps, 
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agos: Rindt and 


Ч ning Р хас 
Emerson Fittipaldi, who got to BORNONApril18,1942,inGer- spice mill he'd inherited, h Afterward, had n Soria Masten Gregory 
know him during his first For- many, Rindtlosthis parentsinan boughtanew Brabhamand posted trouble filling his dance card. | on the so cae 
mula One test session for Lotus. air raid when he was an infant, a trio of strong placings on the got his feet wet in Formula One жоп а prix of LeMans in a 
| “Afterabout 10laps,Icameinand and he was raised by his grand- continent. Then he traveled to with a one-shot ride for Rob Grai 250LM. The drivers 
told Colin (Chapman) the car was parents in Austria, Although his England for the Whitsun week-  Walkeratthe Austrian Grand Prix төг to raco the car as if 
| understeering. Jochen was stand- expression tended to be dour, he end races that were to cement his in 1964, and later si three aay were in a Grnad Prix; 
| ing there, listening to my com- was a rambunctious youth, and reputation as a star on the rise. : ee ees tnerculously, it held to- 
ments, and he said, ‘Emerson, his flat boxers nose hinted cor- Unfamiliar with the track, Rindt calmly mier. Opposite page: 
eundersteer.Youjustusemore being pugnaciousbothinsideand around Mallory Park. After Hulme burn о new Lotus 
12 


| throttle” ‘out of a race car. 
|| In Formula Two, he beat any- ке most of the most-gifted pole, then finished third to the throttle. Although he didn’t enjoy 
Treats drives, Бий excelled fom the voris Lotuses after stalling on endurance racing, he agreed to 
The next day, at Crystal driveanunderpowered, year-old, 
more privately entered Ferrari 250LM 

at LeMans in 1965. 


body and everybod; 
One, he was as fast as his cars momenthebeganracing. Hisearly 
allowed him to be. When he fi- successes came in a hill-climbing, 
nally landeda fideina car worthy Giulietta. When he turned 21, he impressive. Rinds friend and 
ofhistalents, namely theLotus72, oughta year-old Formula Junior biographer Heinz Pruller tells a A! 
he proved himself to be as fast as Cooperandimmediately putiton story about Graham Hill asking what was belatedly diagnosed as 
any driverofhisera. And perhaps the pole at Vallelunga. The next his mechanics, “Who is the boy а faulty conden - who 
any era. “He was a truly gifted timeout,atCesenatico,hecurdled alongside me on the front row?” — wasgettingreadytoleavethetrack 
driving talent, a real virtuoso at the cream of the Italian Formula “Jochen Rindtof Austria,” they — agreed to persevere only if he 
thewheel/"saysDanGurey,who Junior стор by winning going told him. andco-driverM 
raced against him and later hired away. ‘Never heard of him,” Hill flat-out to the flag. Each time they 
him to drive his Eagle at Indian- By 1964,Rindthaddecidedthat replied. “Is he a skier?” A few stopped to refuel, the spy needle 
apolis. “He was probably in the Һе was ready for Formula Two. Rindt beat Hill to win on the tach, redlined at7,7001pm, 
same league as Jimmy Cl With the proceeds of the sale of a registered at least 9000 rpm. 
‘Against all odds, the car hung 
together long enough for them to 
win the so-called 24 Hour Grand 
Prix of LeMans by 54 miles. 


losing dozensoflaps with 


sten Gregory ran 


OFTEN UNCOMMUNICATIVE, 
even arrogant, with strangers, 
Rindt nevertheless established 
himself as a people's champion 
during the mid-sixties. Fans loved 
his flamboyant driving style and 
hisnever-say-dieattitude. Likethe 
Petersons and the Villeneuves 
who were to follow in his tracks, 
Rindt was a driver who was 
cheered by crowds eve 


Ironically, he wa 

ith the media 
offishness, mild by current stan 
dards, was uncommon during the 
sixties. His business interests — 
he ran a successful international 
auto show — were also unusual 
for the era, and many writers dis 
paraged him as mercenary. Some 
of them used to joke that the first 
English phrase he learned was 
“starting money.” 


“T, 
л Formula Two, he beat anybody and eve 

A , rybody. In Formula One, 

he БН) fast as his cars allowed him to be. When he ‘finally landed a ride in a car 

worthy of his talents, namely the Lotus 72, he proved himself to be as fast as any 

driver of his era. And perhaps any era” 


ГЭЭ 


à Н This page, clockwise from 


Фа бугт аА” Formula Two.” Here his 
T Cooper Climax leads the 
2 аа ў т Honda of Jack Brabham; 
" 07] Rindt with Colin Chapman, 
з 1970, days before his fatal 
accident; Mexico, 1968. 
Rindt leads teammate John 
Surtees in Cooper Maserati; 
Reims, 1966. Cooper Maser- 
ati team. Manager Roy 
Salvadori, Chris Amon, and 
Rindt; 
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This page, clockwise from 
left: Spanish GP, 1969. Lotus 
49C. The year of wings; Rindt 
with his wife Nina, 1969; 
LeMans 1965, Ferrari 250LM; 
Rindt and Gregory on the 
victory stand, LeMans, 1965. 
Opposite: Dutch GP, 1970. 
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сетей to rankle Rindt 


finest performan 
most of all was that сате at performance 


verstone during the 


didn't share their love for British Grand Prix, where ho car 
Rit eandromanceandconven- dueled Stewart for most ofthe 
dins of the sport. “I'm sure he  racebeíorebeing forced to pit with 
dons vad any books about гас acollapsingreat wing Hob Run 
neve gays Herbie Blash, Rinds managed to keep his car both on 


road and ahead of Stewart's 

ly quicker Matra remains a 
of conjecture. “To see 

going 170 mph, sideways 

e into a corner... Blash says, shak- 

bullshit. He wasn’t a politician. їп his head, still amazed afterall 

fle wasn'ta superstar. He wasjust these years 

adriver. That was all he was inter 

ested in.” 


1969-70and now team 
Brabham. “Jochen (0 
g тес matte 


ested in setti 
sn‘t interested intest-  Jocher 
rested in ti 


He wasn't int 


In Formula Two, there was AFTER LOSING at Monza by a 
иы coukin't best по манлайд аде дел 
Clark at the height of his powers, of a second, Rindt finally scored 

at his most competi- his irst Grand Prixvictoryat Wat 


, not Brabham in his “unbeat- kins Glen near the end of the year. 
onda-powered machines. Encouraged by this overdue win 
t amassed 29 wins between ап the promise of the Lotus 72, 


1964and1970,andearnedthetitle Һе chose to remain with Lotus in 
“The King of Formula Two.” 1970 despite his antipathy for 

Yet when his critics used this Colin Chapman. As it transpired, 
sobriquet, they seemed to be  theLotus72 wasbesetby teething 


damning Rindt with faint praise, woes, and an unhappy Rindt 
аз ќо say that he was too mercu- opened the season in the obsolete 

otus 49C. He failed to finish ei- 
ег of the first two races of the 


rial to succeed on the larger stage 
of Formula One. Certainly some 
ofhisearly Grand Prix years were year, and could do no better than 
disappointing. His first season, in qualify midfield at Monaco. 
1965, was little more thanalearn- For the first half of the race, he 
g experience in outclassed Coo- was plainly disinterested, content 
per-Climaxes. Although the next to trail behind a driver as pedes- 
brought him a third-place finish trian as Henri Pescarolo. But then 
in the World Championship, his a combination of attrition at the 
Cooper-Maser was increasingly _frontofthefieldand pressure from 
outdated, and 1967 was virtually behind inspired him to hasten. 
a write-off. With 15 laps to go, 15 seconds 
For 1968, Rindt moved to behind Jack Brabham, Rindt be- 
Brabham, which was coming off вап tossing his old Lotus around 
back-to-backchampionships. The wereasmallsailboatin high 
car was quick — Rindt sat on the inexorably, the gap shrank 
Pole twice — but the four-cam as Brabham was inadvertantly 
baulked by backmarkers and 


Repco engine was woefully over- 
stressed, and he finished only сно Rindt was simply unbelievable. 
Of12races. Rindtswitched to Lotus As they approached the final 
in1969, and suffered further frus- comerofthefinallap, Rindtclosed 
tration. Of the 10 races he con- to within 20 yards of Brabham. 
tested, he qualified on the pole Unnerved by the pressure, the 
five times, on the front row eight normally unflappable Барат 
times and led six times, yet his locked up his brakes and ai кю 
Lotus49Crepeatedly brokeunder- the hay bales. Rindt slippe as 
neath him, or the high-mounted to win one of the most thrilling 
Wings broke over him. finishes in Grand Prix history 


7 ochen wasn’t interested in setting records. He 

wasn't interested in testing. He wasn't interested in the 

bullshit. He wasn't a politician. He wasn't a superstar. 
He was just a driver. That was all he was interested in 


while clocking the fastest lap of 
the race — 1232, fast enough to 
have put him on the pole the next 
year, and an incredible 27 sec- 
onds faster than his qualifying 
time. As Blash says, "He was in a 
class of his own that day.” 

After Monaco, Rindt commit- 
ted himself to the Lotus 72, and 
drove it to its maiden victory at 
Zandvoort after qualifying on the 
pole. HewonagaininFrancewhen 
Beltoise's Matra and ос Ferrari 
both broke; in England when 
Brabham ran outoffuelonthelast 
lap; and in Germany, where he 
beat Ickx by less than a second. 
Four Grands Prix. Four consecu 
tive wins, After all those years of 
misfortune, his luck seemed to 
have changed, And then he went 
to Monza. 


DURING PRACTICE Saturday, 
оп the approach to Parabolica, 
Rindt’s car lifted slightly during 

braking and then turned sharp! 
into the Armco barrier at 150 mph. 
The cause of the accident was ob- 
viously mechanical, with most 
speculation centering ona broken 
brake shaft. The front of the car 
disintegrated and Rindt, who re- 
fused to wear crotch belts, sub- 
marined into the cockpit and suf- 
fered mortal leg, neck, and chest 
injuries. 


There were still four races left 
in the season, and several drivers 
theoretically could exceed Rindt’s 
Points total to win the World 
Championship. But the idea of 
living drivers competing against 
a dead one was even more ma- 
cabre than the prospect of a post- 
humous World Champion, зо it 
cameasa relief to virtually every- 
body involved when the young 
Fittipaldi, then driving in his 
fourth Formula One race, unex- 
pectedly won the US Grand Prix 
in a Lotus 72 and preserved the 
title for his late team leader. 

Rindt didn’t win enough races 
over a long enough period to be 
considered among the all-time 
greats. Yet when Blash is asked 
er he'd prefer to have Rindt 
rch-rival Stewart driving for 
him, he chooses Jochen. “He was 
the quickest,” he explains. “He 
wasn't technical at all. He didn’t 
know anything about the way the 
car worked. He was just a guy 
who would literally turn up, jump 
in the car, and give it 100 percent, 
and he was either first, second, 
third or he didn’t finish. And you 
car'task for much more than that, 
can you?” sci 


whet 


| TRA 


о date, Alfa Romeo 
has not had much of 
a presence in the 
market. Its current model 


is now well 
nt age. Fo 
Alfa has set its sights on the 
‘expanding luxury sedan 
lineup consists of only two market by bringing its 164 
‘ars: the Spider and the model to replace the Milano 
Milano. The Spider, which asthe 
remains in the program, was 
once a bonafide sports car, 
but carries ancient technol 


four door offer. 
ing inthe US. Alfa will make 
the 164 available in three 
levels: the base 164, the 
L with more standard fea 


By Peter Albrecht  turesinduding ABS, and the 
Photography by David 164S, witha more powerful 
Cooley engine. Its unlikely that any 


butthemost diehard АМЫГ 
will moar the passing of 
the quirky Milano. Any car 
with window push buttons 
onthe headliner and sy 
that looks like the result ol 
‘rear crash test won't get 
far with the tire Kickers 
and the odd look. 
ing Milano didn't 
The new Alfa is 
built on a platform 
shared with the Fiat 


CK TEST: 


ira 


Saab 9000. АП four Arms 
collaborated on the basie 
package and all four share 
фе overall layout and some 
components put then each 
town упора 
Sion drivetrain and styling 
The 166 is a dot 
improvement over the Mi 
lano, The styling was done 
by Pininfarina, and if there 
is ope thing the liane can 
онен The Ala 
16's lowing inet show the 
hand of he matter 
Styling is one thing e 
gromia quite another. In 
this department, the Al 
lad the ergonomic bri 
Hance of competing Japa. 
mese and German oles 
Inside chan coats 
make ал integrated desi 
ны, but present a 
needlessly complex array f 
choices The feel of mince 


Switches, too, doesn’t equal 
thatofothercarsinth 
‘Thesteering wheel is adjust. 
able in reach, but not rake, 
and the chintzy locking lever 
is buried far under the dash 
kick panel and can’t be 
reached from a normal sit- 
ting position. The steering 
wheel is mounted at too flat 
ап angle, condemning the 
driver to the Italian driving 


wondering how the Пај 
сал stand it, the answer is 
that they don’t have to. Ital- 
jans never drive with their 
hands at 9 and 3 o'clock 
Their hands are alway 
around the bottom of 9 
wheel, when not mo 
around rapidly as an aid to 
conversation. The c 

rior plastic, оо, is not up to 


һе vent 
aple, just 

pepe а 
Те door opens wide for 


at is ad. 


he but the 
= ан rear ofthe аш 
ioni. The cushion has 

sal iatera! support at 
етен: butlitleatthefront, 
ешр ie feel that one is 
5 led coal 


1 
pe 

While the alian artsy 

TIU 

Ер sense, allan engine 

wea similar distinc 


Боп. Engines ha 
jte 
15 engine does not disap- 
int Visually, s a beaut 
ted by bright in 
ners. This powe 


acarryover from the Milano, 
but has been much modi- 
fed. Longer intake runners 
ide a fatter torque 

he base, 164 L, and 
164 S engines have nearly 
nbers, 


ical torque 
he S gets 200 horse- 

thanks to different 
‘cams and low back pressure 
exhaust, The classic configu 
ration of a 3.0 liter 60 degree 
V6 provides smooth, exem- 
plary power. Its good low- 
end torque results in excel- 
lent performance around 
town, something many 


imports lack. As a font 
driver though, the precision 
steering feel is marred by 
some torque steer when the 
Power is used to its fullest. 
Other high powered. front 
drivers, such as the Tauras 
SHO and Pontiac Grand Pri 
Turbo, have tamed this old 

We had opportunity to 
test two different 164s, both 
manual equipped models 
We were also scheduled to 
test the more powerful 8 
model but othe testers beat 
the transmission to death 
before our tum came UP 
Drag strip numbers on the S 
are probably academic, 
anyway. We expect that the 
040 times of bth cars will 


be similar; the 164 S has the 
me gearing and only 4.0 
lbs. ft. more torque. Quarter 
mile times should benef 
ghtly from its 200 horse 
power, thoug 


The 164L wentto60 mph 


spin 1895 sec at 699 mph 
ine Beaty numbers 
thaw the ft tuque curve 
Sts engine: S0 20 snd 30 
Smpn tesinthetopgears 
are nearly Wena 
in benang te ar 
яме! L stopped in 
атату тази, 
{oS ро good values 
козина Boca, 
fossero ABS had good 
базе pedal modulator 
id id noter a stange 
sound м надай and ow 
рды ica Huey hoor 
Я 
Ta, dump sounded е 
enti кее of Api 
MER Wee tid nd 


to be coming The suspension is not upset segment. The Alfa has an 
gine or ventila evenonknownfreewayhop excellent engine and well- 
drowned out at higher sections, 


speeds 

Phantom Huey notwith- 
standing, the 164 is a quiet 

iser on the freeway, a 
tributetoPininfarina’sshape 
and the aerodynamic devel- 
opment. Eighty mph feels 


TIME TO SPEED. 
‘TIME TO DISTANCE 


like 60 or 65 in other cas. 


The Alfa Romeo 164 is 
up against formidable, es- 
tablished competitors such 


‘Saab9000, Taurus SHO, and 
Acura Legend. General 


Motors will soon have а marketplace. sa 
Vehicle: Ala Romeo 166L ‘pensions mo cancmes 


anal int se! cont 
Sen pany paves 


Bose price, 164 ts 527500 
estate ene элла rans. 
КШДШ 
Е 


te PERFORMANCE 
pp pP 
a Bor ro 
КЕЕ ja maer 15 98 sec. G отоп 
09 КЕСЕ 
quansussion EC 
4 Epi 


package to compete in this. 


жуе4 body, but in light of 
the strong competition, 
Айуз thin dealer network, 
and is lower than average 
ld and design quat in 
sereni ors, би 164 vil 
have an uphil bate in the 


525, Audi 100, 


STEERNGSUSPENSONORAKES 
‘leering туре э po 
pose wits orgie мас айн 
‘Torn tocktotoghs 22 


Sa ere coer ot os 
aig tol prs. M 


= = 
"D 


ка! June 1990/07 


Sports Car Internat 


1991 MR2s are in the press 
feet and we've run our test, 
we have some good news 
and wehavesomebad news. 
First the bad news 
new caris indeed bigger and 
heavier than the old ME. 
Toyota even uses the classic 
Detroit “longer, lower, 
wider” pitch. The new car is 
ineincheslongerona three- 
inch bigger wheelbase, over 
aninch wider barely aquar- 
terinchhigher, and a whop- 
ping three hundred pounds 
heavier. Road hugging 
weight, maybe? And th 
wonderfulsuperchargerhas. 
been replaced by an ordi 
nary turbo. 
Now the good news 
all that doesn’t matter 
‘one bit. The 1991 MR2 
is in every way a bet 
ter car than the ar 
restme-red Super 
charged MR2 that 


versinoethefirstspy 
Photos of the sec- 
eneration 


MR2 started circulating, the. 
word went around the 
sports car community that 
the new MR2 would be 


Mister Two. Now that the 
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we enjoyed so mach during 
itsone-year stay in our long- 
term fleet. The new car те 

every bit ofthat fighter 
plane feel we liked so much 
in the old MR2, but 


ng 
Trade the МА? Му func- 
tional, no-nonsense sports 
car ying. None of dat 
fooling around with “or 
gonicshape that encit tne 
Sling guys. Ёз all Бах 
tional, from the heightad- 
justable leather covered 
meering wheel with good 
hand grips and алайын to 
the excelent seating fst 
оп. The seats have good 
thighand back support бэл 
side bolstering, and long 
lowercushionsvhose олс 
canbe adjusted for height 
There is enough fore and aft 
adjustment even for ong- 
legged drivers, something 


we can’t say of many four mally aspirated 22 liter has 
seat cars. Outside visibility all the modern stuff — 
{s good, aided by theslimC- double overhead cams, 16 
pillar and large rear quarter valves, and it's good for 130 
windows. The base six- horsepower, 15 more than 
the old engine. But enthusi- 

asts will be more 
in the 20 liter tu 
horsepower fa 
old supercharged car's 145 
ponies. 

Toyota seemed to be at 


speaker radio is only so-so, 
and we'd opt for the top- 
end cassette CD combo, 
which adds another woofer. 
Engine size takes а bi 
jump for 1991. Like the 1.6 
replac 


xceeds the 


the all-new пох 


EC ЧТ ontofsupercharger 


еюге 
devel 
sudden зу 
blower to a turbo? The new 


t. Why then the 


16e 
ану be expected 
vovide. Most of the 
Рата development work 
fd already been done for 
the Celica Turbos 20 liter 
d with minor 

ions, thats what 
he MI s tidy 


ime could 


That ew motor is hid- 
the body. It just about 
Bambino Ferrari 
MRO has the 
driver forwardlayoutof the 
508 GT of the carly < 
ties. 1 surface, though, 
mach more rounded. Th 


air intakes fo: 


sides hav 
ward of the rear wheels, a 
styling idiom made popula 


Testarossa. Unlike 


theroad, though, the intakes 
the MR2 actually lead to 
‘a mid rear-mounted engine. 
Finally, the rear glass is 
curved like that of the 
Dino and Testarossa. Where 
other two-seaters have a 
moyimg night-time reflec 
tions from the rear window, 
the MR2 (and TR) handle 
well. Now I'm not saying 
the MR2is a blatant copy of. 
Ferrari design ethics. But, 
hey, ifthe body writes checks 


checks. In the December 
1988 issue, we tested a duo 
of supercharged MR2s, one 
stock, one modified by TRD, 
Inc Both wentÜto 60in 7.21 
seconds. The TRD car went 
through the quarter in 1549. 
at 88 mph, while the stock 
саг went 15.66 at 88 mph. 
Our test 1991 МЕО Turbo 
easily beat all those num- 
bers. We saw 60 mph in 
nearly a second less, in 6.23. 
The quarter mile came а 
second sooner and 50 mph 
faster than the stock Super 
МЕО, at 14.65 and 93.3 mph. 


will reach 60 just a shade 
quicker, in5.96seconds,and 
believe them. We had 

y a limited time to work 
into the car at the Pomona 
rag strip before nightfall 
ог that same reason, we 
wt able to get hard 
skidpad data; we kept los 
ing our way on the pad. We 
turned better times the next 
lay, at our High Desert top 
speed site, thanks to famili 
arity with the car. (Last 
years Super МЕ? had an 
Pomona evening air, 


easier learning curve) 
cook 


lower altitude, the car 


would certainly have been 
quicker and might have 
beaten the factory claim. 
We sh 
first, but 6, 
other gears. The mo 
Imotormorethanmakes 
up for the increased weight. 
The torque curve peaks at a 
low (especially for a tiny 
turbo) 3,200 rpm, but stays 
relatively flat to about 6,000 


ee 


трт, where it rolls off 
quickly. Boost comes on 
rapidly at 1,800 rpm, and is 
full in by 3000. The engine 
will pull from 1,000rpm, but. 
is not really happy until it 
gets to 1,500 or 1,600. This is 
reflected in the engine flexi- 
bility numbers. Third ge: 


shows how fat the torque 
curveiswhenrevsareabove 
200; fourth and fifth, the 
саг starts out at very low 
revs with no boost. Top 

8141 mph. The car 


bounced around q 


оа the choppy desert top- 


speed course 


At more socially accept- 


though, the MR2 is a gn 


espeeds on decent roads, 


cruiser. Although itis stiffly 
sprung, with very little roll 
ог pitch, it isn't uncomfort- 
able. The infamous Califor- 
nia Freeway Hop is not ob- 
jectionable. There is a 
subtle siren-ike howl when 
you tip into the boost that 
will have you checking your 
mirrors for a pursuing po 
lice cruiser. And although. 
there is a joyful noise from. 
that engine sitting just be- 
hind the cockpit, the car is 
otherwise quiet on the free- 
way. There is litle or no 
wind noise. Toyota claims 
the car was in wind tunnel 
and driving development 
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fivetimeslongerthanusual, We are living now in a 
and it shows. new golden age of sports 
Although we didn’t get cars. Among those future 
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966 COBRA 427 Actual miles 17,048. This C 1973 FERRARI GTS Serial #06432. The ra 

TE ' racing inval known with factory flares and black leather Daytona chairs. Optional Campagne 

Дед. Serious pr ‘wheels, AIC and PW. 13,500 miles. Includes all tools, books, and records ty the 
€ PM EST. or call original leather Ы оГ he finest original Spyders around at 5225,00 PUN 


manuals, tool kit, jack are included. Tires are Dunk 
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Sports Car International offers the most color and excitement БЕНЕН 
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provinces of road racing, interview the people who make the OREGON 
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Europe, Japan, and America. Don't miss another exciting issue, ri РЕТТЕ 
subscribe today. PUERTO RICO 
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KF2382, combi 
KF2382, combines with a steering box from FW2609 and an 8 ler [ront ane 10 
Samples GXI40 “adding up wo the quicken prewar automobil in North Americ. 
The, car wa къый recently to complement te authenticity of iu ve heriage. 
Completely fresk and race ready! Very expensive! СП (03) 1248157 
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Т. 2501. М BROUGHT FERRARI ITS FIRST SUCCESSES IN THE 
AGE OF MID-ENGINE RACE CARS. PICTURED IS 250LM NO. 5843, 
WHICH WAS REGULARLY CAMPAIGNED BY ECURIE FRAN- 
CORCHAMPS IN THE SIXTIES. IT PROUDLY WEARS THE 
RACING COLOR OF BELGIUM 


PAINTING BY JAY KOKA. PUBLISHED AS ALIMITED EDITION OF 149 
SIGNED AND NUMBERED LITHOGRAPHS BY JAY KOKA STUDIO, 
519-746-3185 
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“Ilove what you do for me" 
ФР TOYOTA 
IM tte C rp. 


Cal 1800-G0-TOYOE tor more information and he location of your nearest dealer: Get More From ин... “Buckle Up! c 1990 Toyota Motor Sales, U.S.A.. Ine. 


